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Settling . Expedition of | Femidable Power of the Re- 
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VII. Abſtract of all the Laws enz; of its Trees, Plants, Birds, 
and Statutes in Force in Ja- Beaſts, Fil, Inſects, Sc. 


maica, XIII. Its Trade and Commerce. 


VIII. The firſt Afento Con- Its Importance to Great Bri- 
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del Negroes. Dreadful Earth- Money it returns to Great 


e. French Invaſions. Col. Britain, Directions to new 
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PREFACE. 


4 oo is needleſs. to. er an 

"hogy for. preſenting. 7 2 

h the following . Letters ;, 

the Fats contained i in * them are fart 

Fully related, they need none; and 7 

2 can't fand the Teft, the tet Ex- 

e would. be 1 C F4 ent. vt \o 

"The Reader will: abſerve. the. 


bal Matters ' laid t ogether in 
5 familiar Way... N „ at many 
the Facts are in themſelves extraor- 
dinary, 'tis preſumed they will give 
equal Surprize and Delight. 

To make gy. following Work as com- 
lete as an Abſtratt is made o 
he lt Onfbrathe ein Now 4 
Force in that Iſland, which will at 
once ſhew after what manner out di- 
tant Countrymen are governed, and 
tht Difference betwixt theirs and the 

Britiſh Conſtitution. 
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In Thirteen Letters FL 2 
| 158590 his Fi 


STR, x =H 
' GOOD Ship and eaſy Gales have at 
A laſt brought me to this Part of the New 
World: New indeed in regard of ours, 

for here I find every thing altered; and, amidf all 
the Variety which crouds upon my Sight, ſcarce 
ſee aFace that reſembles the gay Bloom ofa Britain. 
The People ſeem all ſickly, their Complection is 
muddy, their Colour wan, and their Bodies meagre z 
they look like ſo many Corpſes, and their Dreſs 
reſembles a Shroud; however, they are frank and 
good-humour'd, and make the beſt of Life they can. 
If Death is more buſy in this Place than in many o- 
thers, his Approach is no where received with a 
greater Unconcernedneſs : They live well, enjoy 
their Friend, drink heartily, make Money, and 
are quite careleſs of Futurity. But I'll take another 
Opportunity to draw mou Character, when 22 
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mall encreaſemy Knowled and m Acquaintance 
3 
: oyage was tz fair weather and 
_ Winds Me ey pls fr The Captain 
War ” a Man of Seng; 233 rankneſs . — 
in his Temper, -which never fails to gain Eſteem ; + 
he has none of thoſe, Ill-natur'd furly Airs, which 
are too oft the Foible of thoſe of his Profeſſion ; 
the very Servants were eaſy under his Command, 
and ſcarce a Murmur appeared: When the Sailors 
uſed them amiſs, they had Acceſs to complain, 
and were ſure of Redreſs; a better Man I never 
faw ; an eafy Friend, an agreeable Companion, of 
a lively Wit, and penetrating Genius; good without 
Oftentation, and juſt without Severity. And here 
likewiſe, I cannot forbear todo Juſtice to another 
Character; the Surgeon is a young Gentleman of 
"excellent Parts, and — Good - nature; and has all 
along applied himſelf to the different Circvaingſes 
of the Sick with ſurprizing Art and Patience, ff 
with their Pains, attended them clo Iv, 
and uſed every proper Means for their Recovery. 
There were ſeveral Gentlemen Paſſenyers, 'whe 
und erſtood Men and Mariners perfectly well: With 
ſuch J could not miſs to be happy ; the Hours ſlipt 
: eafily away, every Day was agreeable, and I did 
not mind a tedious Voyage. 

We had Diverſions beſides Converſation ; lived 
well, but not high; might command a Glaſs when 
*we would, and uſe the fame Freedom as if aſhore. 
Aſter a few Weeks failing, we got into the warm 
3 and ſoon were diverted with many new 

riſing — — in the 2 World, Fiſhes 
- iy lphins playing, and the huge 
dying, their — a *w hich —_— 
© miſs to furniſh out an agreeable — The 
Sailors prepared their ſmall Harpoons, and ſoon 
| killed a Dolphin. I was curious to view a Creature 
I had heard ſuch Fables about: It meaſured full 
Four Feet, was groſs about the Middle, the * 
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Letter 1. of; FAMATER 3 
of a fine yellow Colour, the Back greeniſh, and, in 
other * not unlike a large Salmon, but diſtin- 
gui »y a Hollow. or Sinking- in betyixt the 
nout and Top of the Head. It is very delicious 
Eating when right , fat, and taſtes much 
like the Turbot. 1 has Two long 
Fins, which ſerve inſtead of Wings; tis about the 
Bigneſs of a Herring, and of- the ſame Shape. 
Theſe Fiſhes together in large Shoals, and 
My in ang or to r and 
Dolphin, . whic u them; | no 
longer above Water thay their Wings or Fins are 
wet, and for this Reaſon frequently fall. on theDeck 
of Ships, and become an eaſy Prey to the Sailors 
who either eat them, or uſe them as Bait to catch - 
the Dolphin and Bonetta. The Bonetta I take to 
be a Species of the Cod; for I could perceive little 
Difference either in the Shape or Taſte; its Skin 
is not indeed of ſuch a clear filver Colour, nor is it 
of ſuch a ſmall Size, but in every thing elſe they 
are alike. | | F 
We had ſcarce got to the Latitude of Thirty De- 
grees, when we were ſurpriſed with a Sight of that 
extraordinary Meteor often ſeen at Sea, very dan- 
gerous to Ships, and whatever happens in its way, 
called the Vater aut. The firſt Appearance of it is 
in Form of a deep Cloud, whoſe upper Part is white, 
the lower black; from the lower Part hangs, or 
rather falls, what is pro ly called the Spout, re- 
ſembling a conical w 2 biggeſt above; under 
this Tube is always a great Boiling and Flying-up 
of the Water, as in a Jet-d'Eau ; for ſome a · 
bove the Surface of the Sea, the Water ſtands as a 
Column, from the Extremity whereof it ſpreads, 
and goes off as in a kind of Smoke; frequ 
the Cone deſcends ſo low as to touch the Middle ot 
this Column, and continues for ſome time conti- 
. to it, tho“ now-and-then it only points at 
ome Diſtance, either 3 or aſlant. 2 
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It is often ſcarce diſtinguiſhable whether the 
Cone or Column appear firit, tho' generally the 
Boiling or Flying up of the Water has the Priori- 
ty and this immediately precedes its being formed 
into a Column. For the moſt part, the Cone does 
not appear hollow till towards the End, when the 
Sea-water is thrown violently up the Middle of it, 
as Smoke up a Chimney. Soon after, this Cone 
diſappears, and the Boiling up of the Water con- 
tinues ſome time afterwards, and even till the 
. Spout forms itſelf, and appears anew, which it 
will do, on Occaſions, ſeveral times in a Quarter 
of an Hour. 
The real Cauſe of an Appearance ſo uncommon, | 
and ſo dangerous to approach, is as yet but little 
known, tho? it is thought with a good Degree of 
Probability, that they are a Gyration or Whirling 
of Clouds, impelled by contrary Winds meeting 
in a Point or Centre, and falling down in a great 
Tube, ſomewhat like Archimedes's ſpiral Screw, 
where the greateſt Condenſation and Gravitation 
is by its working whirling Motion, abſorbing and 
' raiſing the Water with a prodigious Force. | 
The Diſſolution of theſe Spouts may be a- 
ſcribed to the Weight of the great Quantity of 
Water they generally take up, which impedes the 
Rapidity of their Motion, whereon their Force, 
and even Exiſtence, depends. When they break, 
they overwhelm whatever is underneath. To pre- 
vent the ill Conſequences of this, Seamen, when 
near, endeavour to diſturb and break them by 
Noiſes, and the firing of great Guns, which puts the 
circumjacent Air into a Tremor and Motion dif- 
ferent to, and oppoſite in ſome ſort to that where- 
by they are impelled. 
I purpoſely omit the little Gaieties among the 
Sailors when we reached the Tropick, too trifling 
ſor Notice, and too coarſe to be repeated; we 
judged. ourſelyes at this time many Hundred 
Leagues diſtant from any Shore, and yet w_ 
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ſurrounded on all Hands by a vaſt Multitude of 
Birds. I am told they are always ſeen in this 
Latitude; but where they neſt, what their Name, 
or whence they come, is yet (for aught I know) 
a Secret; they are pure white, have long Necks 
and Bills, and are about the Bigneſs of a Solon- 
Gooſe. 2. 

Soon after, we got the Trade-Winds, which 
carried us with an eaſy Quickneſs, at the rate of 
Two Leagues, or Six Knots, an Hour. Theſe 


Winds blow conſtantly between the Tropicks 


from Eaſt to Weſt. occafioned by the Sun's 
daily Progreſs round that Part of the Globe, and 
b his Heat rarefying one Part of the Air, while 


e cooler and heavier preſſes after. We had a- 


double Advantage; for they not only ſerved to 
make our Voyage the more pleaſant and eaſy, but 
likewiſe to fan us; for by this time the Heat was 
become almoſt inſupportable. Tis impoſſible to 
repreſent the kind Effects of theſe friendly Gales, 
or how much they refreſhed and relieved us; with- 
out this kind Contrivance of indulgent Nature, 
the warm ſultry Regions would be nothing but 
one continued Deſart. 5 N 
And here it may not be improper to explain more 
at large the Reaſons of this — va — 
which is of ſuch vaſt Advantage to Mankind; and 
I can do it no better, than in the, Words of the 
ingemous Huey. | 
Wind is defined to be the Stream or Current of 
the Air ; and where ſuch Current is perpetual and 
fixed in its Courſe, tis neceſſary, that it proceed 
from permanent unintermitting Cauſes : Where- 
fore ſome have been inclined to propoſe the diur- 
nal Rotation of the Earth upon its Axis, by which, 
as the Globe turns Eaſtward, the looſe and fluid 
Particles of the Air being ſo exceeding light, are 
left behind; ſo that in reipe& of the Earth's Sur- 
face that moves We and becomes a conſtant 
Eaſtezly Wind. This Opinion ſeems confirm'd, 
B 3 becauſe 
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| becauſe” theſe Winds are found only near the 


Equinoctial, in thoſe Parallels of Latitude where 
the diurnal Motion is ſwiſteſt; but the conſtant 
Caltiis in the Atlantic Sea, near the Equator, the 


Weſterly Winds near the Coaſt of Guiney, and 
he periodical Weſterly Dor ſoons, under the Equa- 


tor in the Iadian Seas, ſeemingly declare the In- 
ſufficiency of this Hypotheſis. 
endes, the Air being kept to the Earth by the 


: Prins le-of Gr, would, in time, acquire the 


that the Earth's Surface 


os with, 25 Nell in reſpe&t of the diurnal Rota- 


8568, «29 of the annusl aboat the Sun, which is 
about Thirty times ſwifter. 

It remains therefore to ſubſtitute ſore ecke 
Cauſe, capable of producin a like conſtant Ef- 
ſect, not hable to the ſame Objections, but agree 


1 1 af thi men of 


Air and Water, e Laws of the Motion of 
fluid Bodies: e one is the Action of the. 

| the Air and Water, as he paſſes 
the Oceans, conſidered [togethey- 


adjoining Continents. , 
Therefore — the Laws 6f Staticks, 


the Air which 45 166 ed or expanded by Heat, 
and conſequently more muſt have 4 


Motion round thoſe Parts thereof which are more 


razefied, and leſs ponderous, to bring it to an 
Equilibrium ; alſo the Preſence of the Sun conti- 


ſhifting to the Weſtward, and conſequently, 
1 of the whole Body of the lower 


Air is that way. 


| Phew > general Eaſterly Wind is Pn? which 
Lon pound vp6 pon all the Air of a vaſt Ocean, 
2 


the Parts impell one another, and ſo keep 
till the next Return of the Sun, whereby ſo _ 
of the Motion as was loſt, is again reſtored, 
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Surface of the Globe were 
edly blow all round the World, as they 
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the ty of the Oceans, Regard muſt be 
to the Nature of the Soil, and the Poſition of the 
high Mountains, which are the two principal Cau- 
ſes of the ſeveral n N m the 
former general Rule; if a ying near 
the Sun. pars to be flat, A capt, low Land, 
ſuch as the Deſarts of Lybia, the Heat occaſioned 
by the Reflection of the Sun-beams, and the Reten- 
tion thereof in the Sands, is incredible-to thoſe that 
have not felt it; whereby the Air being exceed- 
ingly rarefied, it is neceſſary, that this cooler and 
more denſe Air ſhould run thitherwards, to reſtore 
the Bguilibrium. This is ſuppoſed to be the Cauſe, 
why, near the Coaſt 5 0s the Wind —_ 
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ſets in upon the Land, blowing Weſterly inſtead of 
Eaſterly, there being ſufficient Reaſon to believe, 
that the inland Parts of Africa are prodigiouſl 
Hot, ſince the Northern Borders thereof were ſo 

 Intemperate, as to give the Ancients Cauſe to con- 
clude, that all beyond the Tropicks was made un- 
mhabitable. by Exceſs of Heat. 

From the ſame Cauſe it happens, there are ſo 
conſtant Calms in that Part of the Ocean, called 
the Rains ; for this Tract being placed in the Mid- 
dle between the Weſterly Winds blowing on the 
Coaſt of Gainey, and the Eaſterly Trade- Winds 
blowing to the Weſtward thereof, the Tenden- 
cy fof the Air here is indifferent to c ither, and 
ſo ſtands in /Zquilibrio between both; and the 
Weight of the incumbent Atmoſphere being di- 

| mini iſhed by the continual contrary Winds blow-. 
ing from hence, is the Reaſon that the Air holds 
not here the copious Vapour it receives, but lets it 
fall in frequent Rains. — 

But as the cool and denſe Air, by reaſon of its 
greater Gravity, preſſes upon the hot and rarefied, 
tis demonſtrable, that this latter muſt aſcend in a 
continued Stream as faſt as it rarehes ; .and that, 
being aſcended, it mutt diſperſe itſelf to preſerve - 
the Zgquilibrium ; that is, by a contrary Current, 
the upper Air muſt move from thoſe Parts where, 
the greateſt Heat is; fo, by a kind of Circulation, 

the North-eaſt Trade-Wind below, and the South- 
eaſterly, and North-weſt Wind, will be attended 
with a South-weſterly above. That this is more 
than a bare Conjecture, the almoſt inſtantaneous 
Change of the Wind to the oppoſite Point, which 
is frequently found in paſſing the Limits of the 
Trade-Winds, ſeems to aſſure us; but that which, 
above all confirms this Hypotheſis, is the Phæno- 
menon of the Mox/oens, by this means moſt eafily 
ſolved, and without it hardly explicable. 

We had not proceeded a great deal further, till 
we ſaw the Pi/ot-f/þ, ſo called, becauſe tis gy 
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ſeen but when the Shark is near; we tried every 
poſſible Method to kill it, but it eluded all the 
Baits we could uſe. *Tis indeed the moſt curious 
Creature I ever ſaw, and makes the gayeſt Ap- 
pearance in the Water that Fancy can imagine; 
its Body was diverſified with a Thouſand ſhining 
Colours, and ſo agreeably chequer'd, that it gave 
great Pleaſure to behold it. Its Appearance made 
the Sailors conclude there was a Shark not far off; 
and therefore they ſoon baited a very large Hook 
with a Piece of Beef, and in leſs than two Hours 
found that deſtructive Animal faſt upon it; they 
drew it up at great Leiſure, and x — Carpenter 
ſtood ready with his Hatchet to cut it to-pieces 
when brought aboard, which he began to do as 
ſoon as wide his Reach. I heartily wiſhed they 
had not been ſo eager to deſtroy it; for by that 
means I loſt the Opportunity of obſerving it fo 
nicely as I would otherwiſe have done. By what 
I could judge, it was ſhaped like a Sea-dog, and 
of a monſtrous Size. The Head was of the very 
ſame make, the Teeth were thick-ſet, and of ſeve- 
ral Rows, triangular, indented and very ſharp ; it 
has a very long Gullet, and in the Belly of it are 
oftentimes found the Bodies of Men eaten, 
ſometimes whole and intire ; it is covered with a 
rough, but cloſe-grain'd Skin, with which the 
Trunk and Caſe-makers cover a great many Sorts 
of Boxes and Trunks. Tis without Doubt the 
moſt deſtructive Creature that inhabits the wa 
Element, and is fo terrible, that few here wi 
bathe in the Sea for Fear of being devoured by 
it. 

Thus our Time paſſed very agreeably, and in a 
few Weeks we made Land : The firſt that ap- 
ow cauſed an inexpreſſible foy ; with eager 

yes we gazed on the diſtant Mountains, and felt 
unuſual Raptures at the firſt View of the New 
World. We were fond to go aſhore 3 the Cap- 

jaun 


3 5 


e 


_ 7 


% © 


10 A New Hisrory Letter 7. 
_ "tain indulged us in our Defire ; we put in at 87. 
Chriftopher's, and were very handſomely entertain- 
ed. The Gentlemen of Ba eterre * is the 
chief Town of that Iſland) ſeem to be well-bred, 
of an eaſy Carriage, gay with their Friend, affable . 
to Strangers, and agreeable in Converſation. We 
were uſed with the greateſt Civility, and treated 
with a great many Delicacies which only America 
affords : Here we firſt eat of the Tortoiſe, and 
Jaw the Pine-apple: *T'was here we had the firſt 
View of the Sugar-cane, -and the beautiful Fields 
Fenced round with Rowes of Limes. I can't 
enough commend their Generoſity ; they uſed us 
well z and when we were ahout to depart, expreſ- 
ſed the ſame Concern, as if we had been their 
long and intimate Acquaintance. 

After a ſhort Stay there, and providing our- 
ſelves with ſeveral Neceſſaries, we again ſet Sail. 
'There is a-ftrong Current which ſets in from Eaft 
to Weſt, occaſioned by the conſtant Winds, and 
the Cluſter of Hands which are here, and go un- 
der the general Name of the Caribbees. This fa- 
voured us ſo much, that on the ſeventh Day after 
we left St. Chriſtopher's, we got within Sight of 
Jamaica. At a little Diſtance, this Hand makes 
a grand Appearance ; the high-riſing Mountains 
ever green, and cover'd with Wood, and the little 
Plantations on their Sides, and in the Vallies below, 
furniſh a Proſpect which is awful, and yet gives 
Delight. We gently failed along the Shore, never 
wearied with gazing on what was now to be our 
Country and our Home; and I could not help a 
Croud of thoughts, which on this Occaſion, preſſed 
too faſt upon me; ſometimes, with Sighs, I re. 
"membered the happy Climates, and the dear 
Acquaintance I had left behind. Britannia roſe 
to my View all-gay, with native Freedom bleſt, 
the Seat of Arts, the Nurſe of Learning, and 
Friend of every Virtue; where the meaneſt Swain, 
with quiet Eaſe, poſſeſſes the Fruits of his 2 
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Toil, without Diſturbance; while I was now to 
ſettle in a Place not half inhabited, curſed with in- 
teſtine Broils, where Slavery was and 

the poor toiling Wretches worked . in the- fultry 
Heat, and never knew the Sweets of Liberty, or 


reap'd the' Advan of their RE 
in L Place, which conpe the Verlure of its Fi | 

had nothing to recommend it. ie ; 
With ſuch Thoughts was my mind agitated, 
when Port- Royal offered itſelf to our View. Here 
we caft Anchor, and went aſhore. At this Point is 
Fort-Charles, which guards the Inlet to the Har- 
bour or Bay, and is one of the beſt Fortifications 
in America, We got a Boat and made for King- 


fon, at the Diſtance of about five Miles; one 


can't get at it by Land from Port- Royal, without 
taking a Compaſs of upwards of Fifteen Miles, 
and hat too is a very dangerous Way. | 
Kinſton is a fine Town, well fituated and large 
here the moſt conſiderable Merchants reſide, which 
makes it a Place of vaſt 'Trade ; *tis here likewiſe 
the Ships load and unload, and you'll never ſee leſs 
than Two or Three hundred Veſſels in the Bay 
before it. — 
As we had a great many Servants on board, and 
ſome of them fine Tradeſmen, we had ſoon a 
Number of the Planters who came to purchaſe In- 
dentures. It was affecting to ſee the Shoal of Buy- 
ers, and how the poor Fellows were made to paſs 
in Review before their future Tyrants, who 
looked at them, and examined them, as if they 
had been ſo many Horſes. Each choſe whom he 
liked beſt ; a good Tradeſman went off at about 
Forty Pound, and others at 7 Pound per 
Head; they had lived ſo eaſily and well during the 
Voyage, that they looked healthful, clean and 
freſh, and for this Reaſon were ſoon ſold. While 
another Veſſel, from the ſame Port brought in, a 
little after, a Multitude of poor ſtarved ren, 


12 A New His tory Letter 2. 


that ſeemed like ſo Skeletons : Miſery a 
eee ee oa one might read the Ef- 
ects of Sea-tyranny by their wild and dejected 
Countenances. Tis horrid to relate the Barba+ 
rities they complained of: A word or a wrong 
Look was conſtrued a Deſign to mutiny ; and Hun- 
ger, Handcuffs, and a Cat o' nine Tails, was im-; 
mediately the Puniſhment. | 
But I muſt acquaint you tis only aboard of a 
few Veſſels where ſuch Cruelties are ctiſed. 
The Generality of Captains are too and too 
generous, to be guilty of ſuch Raſeneſs ; they have 
juſter Notions of Honour than to torture the Help- 
leſs, or make the miſerable more unhappy. 'The 
Servants have a Right to good Ufage; their Ma- 
ers pay their Paſſage z why ſhould they by them 
be mal-treated, becauſe they have obliged them- 
ſelves (by Contract) to ſerve a limited Number 
of Years ? | 

I ſhall continue from Time to Time to ac- 
quaint you with what I look upon as curious, 
and endeavour at Truth and Exactneſs in all 1 


relate. 
Fam SIR, Vours, &C. 


LETTER II. 


$.1R, 


HATEVER difmal Apprehenfions E 
might have formed on my firſt Arrival, E 
now find this Place has tod many Beauties not to 
engage my Attention. It produces a thouſand ſur- 
prifing Curioſities, Kind Nature, in Return for a 
ultry Sun, has bleſſed it with Varieties few Coun- 
tries can boaſt of. I'm buſied in making Col- 
lections, which in time may entertain you : mean 
While it will be neceſſary to give you ſome Idea of 

che Place. 
"I's 
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"Tis -fituate in 17 Deg. 40 Min. North Lati- 
tude ; about 18 Leagues from. Caba; 24 from 
Hiſpaniela,-and 140, South-weſt, from &= 
na; near 160 Miles long, and 55 broad; of an 
oval Figure, grows narrower from the Middle, 
till it terminates in two Points, which are the 
Extremities of the Iſland; it contains upwards of 
four Millions of Acres: a Ridge of Hills divides it, 
which run from Sea to Sea, nearly Eaſt and Weſt. 
Abundance of fine Rivers take here their Riſe, 
and flow from both Sides in gentle Streams, re- 
freſhing their Vallies as they glide along z and 
furniſhing ſweet - and cool Water for the Uſe of 
the 3 They are well ſtored with Fiſh 
of various Kinds; and tho* we cannot boaſt of their 
containing many of the European, yet theſe which 
they nouriſh are no leſs delicious. The Mullet is 
exceeding palatable, and the Calipever little inferior 
to the fineſt Salmon: They excel in Sweetneſs any 
that I know. We have Eels and Cray-fiſh in 
great Plenty, and abundance of others, which I 
will take occaſion to name and deſcribe at another 
time. None of theſe Rivers are navigable, or in- 
deed could be made ſo without a vaſt Expence : 
Some of them are ſo large, that Sugars are carried 
upon them in Canoes from the remote Plantations 
to the Sea-fide. An exact Catalogue of them no 
Man can pretend to give; for ſeveral diſa af- 
ter a Storm, or alter their Courſe, and loſe their 
_Names ; ſome run for many Miles under Ground, 
particularly the Ria Cobre in St. Thomas's in the 
Vale; and Ris Pedro in the ſame Precinct: The firft 
— _ _ itſelf at the Diſtance of nine Miles 
rom the Place, where it again appears z and the 
other runs about two Miles thro! Mountain; it 
falls in with a mighty Noiſe, and ruſhes forth with 
no leſs. The Negroes, when they go a fiſhing, ſtop 
the Inlet of the Water, and enter with Eaſe in the 
Cavity on the other Side, where they fiſh a little 
way with good Succeſs. 'This River is * 
£3 


_— » 
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files diſtant from "Spar;h-Town, and runs thro? 
Counſellor : Torterdale's Plantation. The other is 
about '22 Miles, and” ifſues .from the Mountain 
1 near Mr. Lord's Dwelling- 
This Iſland is well watered, except in ſome 
Places, where it is brackiſh, and unfit for Uſe ; 
there they uſe Rain-water, which is found ex- 
ceeding wholeſome ; but -one will rarely find a 
Place where they are reduced to this Shift, but in 
the Mountains belonging to Sr. Katharine's, the 
Catthe-penns in the fame Diſtrict, the Pariſh of 
Port-Royal, or in ſome inconſiderable Sawannahs. 
The Mountains, and indeed the greateſt Part of 
the Iſland, are covered with Woods, which never 
loſe their Verdure, but look for ever green, and 
are gay in every Seaſon: Tis here an eternal Spring; 
the Beauties of December equal the Bloom of April. 
You ſee a thouſand various Kinds of Trees adorn- 
ing the Brow of every Hill, irregularly mixing their 
different Branches, appearing in a gay kind of 
Confufion, forming Groves and cool Retreats ; 
the Cedar, the Lignum vitæ, the Mahogany, and 
unnumbered others, mingling their Boughs ; the 
one rearing its lofty Head, and others thriving 
under its friendly Shade: Norare the Beauties ofthe 
better cultivated Valles inferior to theſe ; they too 
wear the verdant Robe of Nature, and pleafe no leſs, 
while laid out with the niceſt Art and Care, and 
produce the richeſt Plants in the Univerſe; as, the 
Sugar-cane, the. Ginger, and others, which are 
better to their Owners than a Share in the Mines 
of Potofi. We can likwiſe boaſt of the fineſt Orange 
and Lemon-trees, in great Plenty. Fruits are ſo . 
common, that few mind them : On the Way-fides 
you may pick the Star-apple, the Guava, the 
Citron, the M-mee , and others. One would be 
apt to imagine we were here in a kind of Paradiſe z 
but theſe Advantages are balanced with ſome 
Things that are diſagreeable enough. The Rivers 
| * contam 
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contain the dreadful Alligator; the Fens and 
Marſhes, the Guana and Galliwaſs: The Moun- 
tains are ſome of them impaſſable, and breed nam- 
berleſs Snakes, and noxious Animals. We are ex- 
poſed to the ſcorching Heat of a ſultry Sun, and 
the warm Climate makes the Place a 
Our longeſt Day is little above 13 Hours, and 
the Night proportionably. About Nine in the 


Forenoon *tis intolerably hot, and could fearce be 


endured, did not the Sea-breeze, which 

ins to blow about that time temperate; and 
make the Warmth ſo moderate, that Perſons can 
apply to Bufineſs, and the Negroes work in the 
Fields ; and, without Doubt, were it not for the 


- kindly Effects of the conſtant Winds, which blow 


from Nine till Five; no ,Creature could inhabit 
here. They are ſeen gently to approach the Shore 
in a fine, ſmall, black Curl upon the Water, while 
the Sea, not yet reached by it, is ſmooth and even 
as can be imagined: In half an Hour after it has 
reached the Shore, it fans pretty briſkly, and ſo in- 
creaſes gradually till about Twelve, when tis com- 
monly ſtrongeſt, and laſts till Two or Three; 
when it begins to die away ; and withdraw its 


Force by _— till quite ſpent, (which is about 
} 


Five o'Clock) and returns no more till next Morn- 
ing. The People here give it the Name of 
Doctor, and truly it deſerves the Title; for did it 
not blow, How diſmal would the Conſequence be ? 
The hot and moiſt Temperament of the Air would 
ſoon bring on Plagues, and other epidemical 
Diſtempers, and in a ſhort time turn all to a De- 
fart ; but. theſe Evils are provided againſt by the 
wiſe Contriver of 'Things, who has made theſe 
friendly Gales to blow and temper the Air, that 
we need not be afraid of ſuch Evils, or hindered 
going about our lawful Employments. 

Sometimes here the Nights are pretty cool ; for 
the Sun being far under the Horizon, there are 
ſcarce any reflected Rays to enlighten the => 
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which cauſes, the Cold to increaſe, and the Air 
boing St. Eve 8 * down by its 
We very Night there happens a piercin 
Dew, which. is is looked upon as. mighty — hot: 
ſome and New-comers, . who om themſelves 
to its Influence, . ſeldom eſcape without a ſevere 
Sickneſs. Twilight here is _ above Three 
Quarters of an Hour; the common Hypotheſis 
| {the Sun's being 18 Degrees under the Ho- 
rizon) would. n de it a full Hour; but the Air 

thare bois „is not ſo high as requiſite 
: t at the Diſtance of 18 Degrees; 
—_— deſides the Suppoſition requires very {mall 
Light, ſuch as is ſcarce noticeable. 

— are likewiſe in this Place two Springs, 
or two Seaſons for planting Grain. We do not 
reckon a Spring, Summer, Autumn, and Winter, as 
with you. We have the wet and the dry Seaſon, 
and this is all the Diſtinction we know or uie; 
neither are theſe at all „ but vary in 
many Parts of the Iſland; about Blue Mountain 
Valley, and ſeveral hilly Places, they have Rains 
every Day, more or leſs, the whole Year round; 
and plant the Sugar-cane,. at the very ſame time 
they are cutting others for Uſe. In the North- 
fide the Seaſons are pretty regular ; they 9 to 
Plant in Augaft, — continue till Chriſtmaſi; 
which Time they are ſure of Rains; after ay 
til the end of March, they have none ; when 
it again begins, and continues April and May. 
In the Plantations on the South-ſide, the Seaſons 
have ner failed. Liguania is quite dry, and fine 
Sugar-works, that uſed to produe many hundred 
Hogſheads, are now carried into Catile-penns. 

This likewiſe is the Fate of the fine Pariſhes 
of St. Katherine's, St. Dorothy's and V. ere, which 
once were the choiceſt and richeſt Spots in the 
whole Hand, but now are good for little but to 
graze Cattle; they are dry for almoſt Nine Months, 
and at Pert-Royal there ſcarce fall Forty Show- 
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s in a Year. The Reaſon of this is aſeribed to 
the cutting of the Woods ; for without Doubt,. 
the Trees gathered and retained large Quantities 
of Vapours, which again were diffuſed in Deus 
and Showers ; and *tis only in theſe Places, where 
the Rains ſeldom fall, that their Water 1s unwhol- 
ſome or brackiſh. The Months of July, Auguſt 
and September, are called the Hurricane Months, 
becauſe then they have been abſerved to hap 
moſt frequent; and ſcarce a Year paſſes, but they 
have ſomething that reſembles a Storm during 
that time. It lightens almoſt every 92 — 
without much Thunder ; which when it PENS, 
is very terrible, roars with aſtoniſhing Loudneſs, 
and oftentimes does a great deal of Damage. The 
Time they expect Earthquakes is in February. or 
March: They have ſuffered much by ſuch vio- 
lent Shocks, and obſerve ſeveral Days;in a very 
ſolemn manner, on account of Storms and Earth- 
quakes, with which they have been almoſt de- 
ſtroyed. ö | 
According to the beſt Obſervations I have been 
able to make, there is not One of Three Parts of 
this 1 7 There are Plantations 
round the Iſland, but none at any great Diſtance 
from the Sea; and even theſe are ſo far from be- 
ing cultivated, that one half of the Ground is not 
cleared, but overgrown with Wood: A Gentle- 
man that has patented three or four thouſand 
Acres, perhaps has five hundred of them well laid 
out and improved, the reſt uſeleſs. The Soil in 
ſame Places is exceeding fertile; one Acre has 
been known to yield ſeveral Hogſheads of Sugar; 
yet here-and-there one finds Sawannahs or 
Plains, where the [qdians are uſed to plant their 
Maize, and which afterwards. the Spaniards made 
uſe of for breeding their Cattle: Theſe are now 
quite bare and barren, and in a ſhort time, I'm 


afraid, ſeveral P .will partake of the 
Game Fate. oy nul 
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Miſcarriage thro* the Pride and Avarice of the 


ica, 


free, on the North-eaſt Corner by à ſtrait Line to 
the Foot of the long Mountain, from 


it meets with the Bounds of the Pariſh e 

Royal.. It is diſtant from Spani/ c 

1 by Sea fi, and fix 

n | «2445-3 208 . 

 Spaniſh-Town is the chief tis 

eee reſides, and there the — 8 
Courts of juſtics are kept: It was but 
— 20 th wr termed S:. — 

la Vega; which Name it yet retai 

lick Deeds and Writings. Tis 

pleaſant Valley, on the Banks of the 

and has all the Advantages that could 

It was once a large and po Town, | 

2 — 1 NI 

2 br deſides private Chapels. 

Now 'tis reduced to a {mall Compaſs, has one fine 
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Church and a Chapel, and contains not upwards of 
500 Inhabitants. Being an inland Place, its Trade. 
is inconſiderable; but ſeveral wealthy : ſerchants. 
_ there, and moſt Gentlemen of Eſtates have. 
, Houſes in it, and live after a very gay manner. 
Tis ſurprizing to ſee the Number of — and 
Chariots which are perpetually plying, beſides 
thoſe which belong to private Perſons: I hey have. 
frequent Balls, and lately have got a Play-houſe, 
where they retain-a Set of extraordinary good Ac- 
tors. In ſhort, they live as happily. as if the 
were within the Verge of the Britiſb Court: an 
to do them Juſtice, they ſeem perfectly polite, 
and have a Delicacy of Behaviour, which is ex- 
ceeding taking. | | J 
There are 3 other inconſiderable Towns, 
which ſcarce deſerve Notice. We: ſee the Ruins 
of Sevilla and Oreſtan, and ſeveral others built by 
the Spaniards; ſome of the Ground where they 
formerly ſtood, now produces the Sugar-cane, 
and other common Commodities in the In 
time the Town of Titch-fiel#d may become conſide- 
rable; it is ſituated near Port-Autonio, which, con- 
tains a very handſome and regular Fort, defigned . 
to guard that Part of the Iſland from any Sur- - 
prize ; a few Soldiers are ftill there under a Cap- 
tain's Command. They are now about building 
a kind of Town, at a Place they call Bagnels, in 
the Pariſh of St. Annes; a good Space of Ground 
is laid out for that Purpoſe ; but, I'm afraid, this 
Deſign will prove abortive, as ſeveral others have 
dane of the fame Nature. There is a ſmall Town 
in the Pariſh of St. David's, called Free-Town,. 
and Paſſage-Fort in St. Katherine's ; this laſt con- 
fiſts of about Fifty Houſes, and being the only 
Place where one can take Boat either for King ffon 
or Port-Royal, it draws a great many Strangers, 
which gives it a thriving and increaſing Trade. 
Carliſle in Vere is another inconſiderable Vilage i 
« : re * 
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there was a Fort erected there after the Invaſion 
of the French in 1695 ; but it is now in Ruins: 
Theſe are all that deſerve any Notice. We have 


"the Iſland divided into Nineteen Pariſhes or Pre- 
ins; vis. 1. Kingflon. 2. Por- Royal. 3. St. 


Katherine s. 4. St. Dorothy's. 5. Clarendon. 


6. Vere. 7. St. Elizabeth's.' 8. Hanover. 


95 Weſtmorland. 10. St. George's. 11. Sr. 


James s. 12. St. Anne's. 13. St. Mary's 


14. - Portland. ty. St. Thomas in the Baß. 
18. St. David's. 17. St. Andrew's. 18. St. 
Fohn's ; and 19. St. Thomas in the Lale. 
We muſt not look for the Beauties of Archi- 
tecture here; the publick Buildings are neat, but 
not fine. The Churches in the Towns are ge- 
nerally in Form of a Croſs with a ſmall -Cupola 


at Top, the Walls built high, and paved within, bat 


adorned with no manner of Finery. In Spaniſh- 
Town they have an Organ, which is reckoned 
a very complete one, and another in St. Au- 
drew's; the other Churches are decent ſmall 


Houſes, ſcaree to be known for fuch : The Cler- 


gy trouble them little, and their Doors are ſeldom 


open. The Governor's Houſe faces the great Pa- 


rade in SpaniſbTown : One Part of it conſiſts 


of two Stories; it was lately rebuilt by his 


Grace the Duke of Port/and, and is of Stone, a 
very commodious Houſe ; a little Court adjoins 
to the great Dwelling-houſe, Where are ſeveral 
handſome Apartments, now commonly uſed only 
for lodging his Excellency's Servants; it has a 
curious Garden towards the Weſt, which is ge- 
nerally kept .in excellent Repair. 
The Court-houſe, where the Chief Juſtice and 
his Aſſiſtants fit in Time of Seſſion, is a ſmall 
ſquare Building, about Forty Foot each way; 
the Seats of the Judges are conſiderably raiſed, 
almoſt ten Feet from the Level ; the Provoſt 
Marſhal has a Chair placed for him on the Right- 
hand, and the Lawyers have Seats at a good Di- 
| ſtance 
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The Goals are excellently contrived 5. forthe 

have the Liberty of a PETE large Vard 
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bend by likewiſe is a way, of « 
ing CR — in the Air. 
- the Towns there are ſeveral Houſes which are 
o Stories 3 but chat way of Building is diſap- 
prov d of, becanſe they ſeldom are known to ſtand 
* uake, W of a 


. can contain — or chree 
ns. 
There are fow Gardens -which deſerve Notice, 


t the chief Curioſities they © "wx" e 
t is 


 ebage, * Peaſe, ſome 
Fruits, others peculiar to the Place 
found, the Apple- tree never comes to any Perfec- 
tion, or bears but a very few Years ; and the 
fame may be faid of other Fruits, which thrive 
beſt in colder Climates : And indeed, would they 
lay out their Gardens, and furniſn them with fu 
Things as here would thrive, they would be 
beautiful enough; but they diſdain the Citron, 
the Orange, or the Lemon, the Cocoa or Pome- 
granate; and prefer, to the beautiful Shades and 
. Fragrancy of thee, a Parcel of Shrubs which are 
of no manner of: Uſe. 


The 
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The comm 
pram —— | 
d e tter z the 
the inferior kind of People. 2 Ware is 
wholſome Wine, and agrees perfectly well 5 
one's Conſtitution in this Place; tis cheap, 
about Twenty Pounds per Pipe, and a ſingle 1 
may be had for Piſten Pence, There ig a 


on very Pipe - of - 
which b is duly paid yy 
ſmuggling here. *Tis - 


Pipes-are yearly 

conſumed in the Iſland, or carried to other adja- 
cent Colonies for Sale. Rum- Punch is not im- 
properly called Kill devil; for Thouſands loſe 


their Lives by its means: When New-comers uſe 


it to the leaſt Exceſs, they expoſe themſelves to 
imminent Peril; for it — the Blood and brings 
on Fevers, Which in a very few Hours ſend them 
to their Grave. The greateſt Moderation is ne«- . 


ceſſary in uſing it, and could it be avoided At 


gether, twere much better; at leaſt, - be 
well ſeaſoned to the Place. By a late (2, all 
retailed Rum pays Seven Pence  Halfpenny per 
Gallon Duty, and the Retailer is ſworn to. the 
Quantities he ſells. They want not other kinds 
of Liquors, which are common with you, but at 
exceſſive high Rates: Ale is Half a Crown a Bot- 
tle, — Seven Shillings and Sixpence, and 
ſo of the reſt. All Wines. 2 —— in Bottles pay 
a Duty ſo much 
The common * GE is Plantain, Yams 
or Caſſava; the 2 is of an oblong Figure, 
grows in Cluſters on a Tree, and when pulled 
green, and roaſted, eats. very deliciouſly. The 
Yams are a Root, ' and. I think, a kind of Pota- 
toe, but of a vaſtly 8 Size: A* ye 8 them 
weigh ſeveral ds fry good 
Bread, and Caſſava no + INE ; ck is * 
of a Shrub taken and ſqueezed, (for the Caſſava 


Juice 
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Juice is a mortal Poiſon) and, when dry, grat 
and put in Water where it ſtands a wel nr 
Time: The Water being poured off, and the 
Flour dry, they ſtrew a little of-it-on a Gridiron, 
Which makes a Cake that is white and criſp, and 
much in Requeſt here, being preferred - by our 
Creoles to any other Bread . They do 
not want Flour from New-Engl/and, and the 
Northern Colonies. In every Houſe they have an 
"Oven, and bake as they find Occaſion. They uſe 
no Yeaſt but Leaven 5 but their Loaves are fo 
bad, that few chuſe to eat tem. There are here 
ſuch great plenty of Hogs, that few Plantations 
but have ſeveral Hundreds; their Fleſh is ſo ſweet 
and delicate, that nothing can equal it. They 
have other kinds of Meat, particularly the Tor- 
toiſe, which is ſine, and exquiſitely pleaſant. Their 
Beef is tough and lean, ſcarce fit for any thing but 
Soups. he Mutton and Lamb is tolerable. 
2 here have no Wool, but Hair like a Goat, 
and ſeem to be of a larger Size than ours. The 
Prices of Meat have been frequently regulated 
Acts of Aſſembly ; Beef is now Seven-pence half. 
penny per Pound, Mutton and Hog the ſame, 
and Veal Fifteen- penee. The Servants 
ſeldom are allowed any fre Proviſions, but feed 
on ih falt Beef, which ſometimes is exceeding 
coarſe. The Negroes have Herrings and falt 
Fiſh at very eaſy Rates. The Iſland is well fur- 
niſhed with ſalt Cod from Newfoundland, which 
have lately been ſo cheap, as to be fold for Ten 
Shillings per Hundred Weight. With theſe they 
make their Oglio's or Pepper-pots, which ſome here 
are exceeding fond of; they take Callilu, which 
is the Top of a ſmall Root, and boil it with beaten 
Maiz or Tadian Corn, which they call Fu Fu) 
Herring, falt Fiſh, and red Pepper, and, when tis 
ready, eat it as we do Broth. The Negroes make 
a hearty Feaſt on a Rat. The Iſland is quite over- 


run with theſe Animals; they neſt among the 
Canes, 
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Canes, and feed on their, Juice; they do incredi- 
ble Damage to the Sugar Plantations, and ſeveral 
times in a Year they are forced to ſcatter' Poiſon 
round the Cane- pieces: Vet none of theſe Me- 
mods prevail ; they ſtill increaſe; and there- 
fore the Gentlemen encourage their Slaves to de- 
ſcroy them, who lay Traps and catch them in 
eat Numbers. They have a Bottle of Rum 
for every Fifty, and they broil and eat them with 
a great deal of Pleaſure. They likewiſe feed on 
Cats, and at their Feaſts ſeldom want one hand- 
ſomely fricaſey'd. + fi, the 
The common Dreſs here is none of the moſt 
-becoming : The Heat makes many Clothes intole- 
Table, and therefore the Men generally wear only 
Thread Stockings, Linen Drawers and Waiſtcoats, a 
Handkerchief tied round their Head, and a Hat 
above. Wigs 7 2 — on Sundays, or 
in Court-time; then Gentlemen appear very 
gay in Silk Coats, and Waiftcoats — — Sil- 
ver. The Servants wear a coarſe O/nabrug Frock, 
which buttons at the Neck and Hands, long 
Trowſers of the ſame, a ſpeckled Shirt, and no 


Stockings. N moſtly naked, except 
thoſe = 2 1 who take — 5 
have them dreſſed in their own Livery, tho' tis 
the utmoſt Pain to the uneaſy Slave. ; 
The Ladies are as gay as any where in Europe, 
dreſs as richly, and « 4 ag with as good a Grace. 
Their Morning Habit is a looſe Night-gown, 
careleſly wrapped about them; before Dinner they 
get out of their Diſhabille, and ſhew themſelves 
in all the — of a becoming rich neat Dreſs, 
The Servant-Maids have generally a Linen or ſtri- 
ped Holland Gown, and plain Head-clothes. The 
Negro Women go many of them quite naked; 
they do not know what — is, and are ſurpri- 
ſed at an Europeans Baſhfulneſs, who perhaps turns 
his Head aſide at the Sight. Their Maſters give 
them a kind of a * but they do not care 
to 
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to wear it. In the Towns they are obliged to do 
it, and ſome of them there go neat enough ; but 
theſe are the Favourites of young Squires, Who 
keep them for a certain Uſe: tees 
Learning here is at the loweſt Ebb; there is no 
ublick School in the whole Iſland, neither do they 
eem fond of the thing; ſeveral large Donations 
have been made for ſuch Uſes, but have never ta- 
ken Effet. The Office of a Teacher is looked 
upon as contemptible, and no Gentleman keeps 
Company with one of that CharaQter ; to read, 
write, and caſt Accounts, is all the Education ny 
deſire, and even theſe are but ſcurvily taught. 
Man of any Parts or Learning, that would employ 
himſelf in that Buſineſs, would be deſpiſed and 
ſtarve. The-Gentlemen whoſe Fortunes can allow 
it ſend their — to irs mnt uk where 
they have the Advantage of a polite rous 
Education ; but — web. and — ſuch 
an inconſiderable Figure ever after, that they are 
the common Butt in every Converſation. Mr. 
Beckfor# has lately bequeathed 2000 J. Sterling, 
for a Free- ſchool: It is doubtful whether this Gen- 
tleman's Intentions will be anſwered by the Ma- 
nagers ; for by their way of proceeding, there 
is ſmall Appearance they deſign to encourage Men 
of Merit to take upon them ſuch an Office. Seve- 
ral have lately offered themſelves, who were every 
way qualified for the Undertaking ; and ſome 
promiſed themſelves Succeſs, from the good Dil- 
ſition they perceived in many to encourage their 
Deſign ; but after a Trial were of Neceſſity oblig- 
ed to quit it. Tis Pity, in a Place like this, 
where the Means could be fo eaſily afforded, ſome- 
thing of a publick Nature ſhould not be done for 
the Advantage of Poſterity; but when ſuch a Spi- 
rit will appear, is hard to determine. There are 
indeed ſeveral Gentlemen who are well acquainted 
with Learning in ſome of its-moſt-valuable Branch- 


es: but theſe are few; and the Generality ſeem 
to 
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> have a greater Affection for the modiſh Vice 


3 of Gaming than the Belles Lettres, and love a 
eck of Cards better than the Bible. To talk of 


4 x Homer, or a Virgil, of a Tully, ora Demoſthenes, 


5 quite unpolite ; and it cannot be otherwiſe; for 
2 Boy, till the Age of Seven or Eight, diverts 


himſelf with the Negroes, acquires their broken 
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vay of talking, their Manner of Behaviour, and all 
he Vices which theſe unthinking Creatutes can 
each : Then perhaps he goes to School ; but 
young Maſter muſt not be corrected; if he learns, 
tis well; if not, it can't be helped: Aſter a lit · 
le Knowledge of reading he goes to the Dancing- 
ſchool, and commences Beau, learns the common 
Topicks df Diſcourſe, and viſits and rakes with 
his Equals, This is their Method ; and how can 
it be ſuppoſed one of ſuch a Turn can entertain 
any generous Notions, diſtinguiſh the Beauties of 
Virtue, a& for the Good of his Country, or appear 
n any Station of Life, ſo as to deſerve Applauſe ? 
Some of the Ladies read, they all dance a 
deal, coquet much, dreſs for Admirers ; and at laſt, 
for the moſt part, run away with the moſt inſig- 
nificant of their humble Servants. Their Educa- 
tion conſiſts entirely in acquiring theſe little Arts. 
"Tis a thouſand Pities they do not improve their 
inds, as well as their Bodies; they would then 
de charming Creatures indeed ! 5 
The current Coin here is entirely Syaniſb; you 
do not ſee any Engliſb Money but in the Cloſets of 
he Curious. I believe there is no Place where 
he Silver is ſo plenty. They uſe no Copper; the 
loweſt Piece is a Ryal, which here paſſes for Seven- 
pence Half-penny, but a Half-penny in Britain 
vill go a great deal further: Indeed conſideri 
he exceſſive dear Living, there oaght to be 
ages, and Money in plenty. You can't dine for 
leſs than a Piece of Eight, and the common Rate 
df Boarding is Three Pounds per Week. The 
Difference xt our Money and Britiſh, is 25 
C 2 per 
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per Cent. 75 J. Sterling makes 100 J. Jamaica 
Currency. For your Satisfaction and Uſe, I ſhall 
ſubjoin a Table of the Money here. 


4 TABLE of Money. 


Sterling. 
Et 4 
1 Ryal is - - - - 000007 half: penny. 
2 - - - - - - - 000015 
33 oO 01 10 half-· penny. 
4 - - - - - - -. 000206 
Wm == = j- - 2, oo 03 01 half-penny. 
b6.--- -.- — - 00 03 | 
7.- - - - - - 000404 half-penny. 
828888 a 
- - - 2 - 00050 
_ "74 aPiece of Eight,oo . * 
2 Pieces of Eight, oo 12 06 
- - - o01809 


3 
38 Ryals - - - - 010309 is a Piſtole. 
4 Pieces of Eight oi o5 o 
- = - - OI 110 

1 
„„ .. 

88 - - - , 021000 

2 Piſtoles --- - - 0207 ob or a Doubloon. 
4 Piſtoles - - - - 0415 Mora double Do 
16 Pieces of Eight o5 0000 ä 


By this Table you'll readily fee; after wha 
manner we reckon our Money, and what is the 
Value, in our Currency, of any of the common 
Pieces which we have here: An Egliſb Guinea | 
will fetch Twenty-eight Shillings, a Crown Six 
Shillings and Three-pence, -{&c. The. Reaſon of 
raiſing the Value of the Coin, was to prevent 


its being carried out of the Iſland; but it has 


not had that Effect; for great Quantities are dai- 
ly ſent to Britain: Aud we have another * 0 
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ie Jews clip and debaſe the Coin ſo much that 


me Pieces of Eight won't weigh Fifteen Penny- 

eight, whereas — ought to be Seventeen and 
half. There have been lately ſeveral Trials 
or this Crime; but ſtrong Intereſt with ſome in 
Power, has eluded the deſerved Puniſhments. 
= They have indeed here the ſevereſt ways of 
ooniſhing. No Country exceeds them in a barba- 
Wrous Treatment of Slaves, or in the cruel Me- 
thods by which they put them to Death: A re- 
oellious Negro, or he that twice ſtrikes a white 
lan, is condemned to the Flames; he is carried 
to the Place of Execution, and chained flat on his 
Belly, his Arms and Legs extended; then Fire is 
eet to his Feet, and ſo he is burnt gradually up: 
WW Others they ſtarve to Death, with a Loaf hanging 
before their Mouths : I have ſeen theſe unfortunate 
= Wretches gnaw the Fleſh off their own: Shoulders, 
Wand expire in all the frightful Agonies of one under 
die moſt horrid Tortures. Perhaps, indeed, ſuch 
We Severities may in ſome ſort be excuſed, when we 
confider the State of the Country, and how im- 
poſſible it would be to live amidſt ſuch Numbers 
of Slaves, without watching their Conduct with 
the greateſt Strictneſs, and puniſhing their Faults 
with the utmoſt Severity. 

They have lately been very exact in the Diſtri- 
bution of Juſtice, and are happy in a chief Judge, 
Vhoſe fair, candid, honeſt Proceedings, have gain- 

ed him univerſal Eſteem. But, to fay the Truth, 
our young Squires are not much afraid of Courts 
of Juſtice, What terrifies a Jamaica Man moft, 
are Hurricanes and Earthquakes ; theſe generally 
ruin his Eſtate and endanger or deſtroy his Life, 
and for that Reaſon he trembles at the Thoughts 
of either. 

Hurricanes are ſo called, from the Hudian Word 
Hurica, which ſignifies the Devil : They ſeldom 
happen but between the Tropicks, within 
the Reach of the Trade-Wind, which blowing 


C-3 per- 
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_eepetvally from the Eaſtern Points, if it chance 
to be repelled by a Land-breeze, or any contra- 
ry Motion from the Weſt, this muſt of courſe oc- 
caſion ſtrange Conflicts and Commotions in the 
Air: And were our Senſes ſufficiently fine, to 
diſcern the Commotions of the Atmotſphere, we 
ſhould fee it oftentimes diſturbed and fluctuating, 
no leſs than the moſt tempeſtuaus Sea. When the 
conſtant Wind begins to ſhiſt from the Eaſterly 
Points, a Hurricane is expected, which indeed 1 
the moſt violent and terrible of Tempeſts. For- 
merly they ſeldom happened here, but they are 
now. very frequent: Ordinarily the Sea becomes 
calm on a ſudden, and ſmooth as Glaſs ; preſently 
after, the Air is darkened, and filled with thic 
and gloomy Clouds; after which, tis all on Fire, 
as it were, and opens on every Side, with dreadful 
Lightnings, that laſt a conſiderable time: Then 
follow horrible Claps of Thunder that ſeem as if 
the Heavens were rent aſunder; and the Wind 
blows with ſuch Impetuoſity and Force, that it 
roots up the talleſt and ſtouteſt Trees, beats down 
Houſes, deſtroys every thing within its Whirl, 
and often compels Men to catch hold of the 
Trunks df Trees, to ſecure themſelves from be- 


ing carried away by the Winds. Some lie in the 


Caves, or retire into the Huts of the Negroes, 
which are built exceeding low, and elude the 
Shocks of the Tempeſt: In a few Hours, it 
makes the whole Round of the Heavens, and 
blows from every Point of the Compaſs, ſo that 


moſt of the Ships, at that time on the Coaſt, 


miſerably periſh. 

When the Storm is over, you behold a very 
diſmal Spectacle; Foreſts overturned, Houſes bea- 
ten down, and Multitudes of People deſtroyed 
by its Fury, and lying expoſed to open View. 
As to Earthquakes, Mr. Boyle thinks they are 
often cccaſioned by the ſudden Fall of e 

| Laney 
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M-ſſes in the hollow Parts of the Earth, whereby 
thoſe terrible Shakings and Shocks are produced. 

The learned Dr. Woodward, in his Eſſay to- 
wards a Natural Hiftery of the Earth, gives the 
following Account of hquakes. 

He ſuppoſes the. ſubterranean Heat or Fire, 
(which is continually elevating Water out of the 
Abyſs, to furniſh- the Earth with Rain, Dew, 
Springs, and Rivers): when ſtopped in any Part of 
the Earth, and diverted from its ordinary Courſe, 
by ſome accidental Glut, or Obſtruction in the 
Pores or Paſſages, thro* which it uſed to aſcend 
to the Surface, becomes by this means,, preter- 
naturally aſſembled in a greater Quantity than 
uſual into one Place, and therefore. cauſes a 
Narefaction and Intumeſcence of the Water of 
the Abyſs, putting into it very great Commotions 
and Diſorders; and, at the ſame time, making the 
like Effort on the Earth, which is expanded upon 
the Face of the Abyſs; and that occaſions that 
Ag and Concuſſion of it which we call Earth-- 

uakes, 24 48 | 
l This Effort is in ſome Earthquakes ſo: vehe- 
ment, that it ſplits and tears the Earth, making 
Cracks and Chaſms in it ſome Miles in length, 
which open at the Inſtant of the Shocks, and cloſe 
again in the Intervals betwixt them; nay, tis 
ſometimes. ſo extremely violent, that it plainly 
forces the ſuperincumbent Strata, breaks them all 
throughout, and thereby perfectly undermines and. 
ruins the Foundation of them; ſo that theſe fail- 
ing, the whole Tract, as ſoon as ever. the Shock 
is over, ſinks down into the Abyſs undernath, and 
is ſwallowed up by it, the Water thereof immedi- 
ately raiſing up, and forming a Lake in the Place 
where the ſaid Tract was before. 

Several conſiderable Tracts of Land, and ſome 
with Cities and Towns ſtanding upon them, as 
alſo whole Mountains, many of them very large, 
and of great Height, have been thus totally 
ſwallowed up. C 4 The. 


* 
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N The Effort being made in all Directions indif- Wl 
rently 2 ownwards, an on e Side, il 
the Fire dilating and expanding on all hands, 2 
endeavouring proportionably to the Quantity and 
Strength of it, to get room, and make its way thro*- 
all Obitacles, has the ſame Effect upon the Water 
of the Abyſs beneath, as upon the Water above, 
forcing it forth which way ſoever it can find- Vent 
or Paſſage, as well thro its ordinary Exits, Wells, 
Springs, and the Outlets of Rivers as-through the 
Chaſms then newly opened, thro" the Camini or 
Spiracles of tua, or other near Yulcano's, and 
thoſe Hiatus's at the Bottom of the Sea, whereby 


r 


«of below opens into it, and communicates . Wl 
with it. E. 
As the Water reſident in the Abyſs, is in all 

Parts of it ſtored with a conſiderable Quantity of ' 

Heat, and more eſpecially in thofe, w theſe 

| extraordinary Aggregations of this Fire happen 3.. Wl 

"RF * ſo likewiſe is the Water, which is thus forced out ll 
W } of it; infomuch that when thrown forth, and mix-. Wl 
1 ed with the Waters of Springs, Wells, Rivers, and 
| 4 the Sea, it renders them very ſenſibly hot. . 


| It is uſually expelled in vaſt Quantities, and 
"ns | with great Impetuoſity, inſomuch that it hath been 
1 4 ſeen to ſpout out of deep Wells, and fly forth at the 


14 Tops of them upon the Surface of the Ground; with | 
1 like Rapidity it comes out of the Sources of Ri- 
i; i vers, filling them ſo of a ſudden, as to make them. WM 
| overflow the adjacent Territories, without ſo . il 
much as one Drop of Rain falling into them, or 

| 


any other concurrent Water to raiſe or augment 


them. 

14 It iſſues out of the Chaſms opened by the Earth» | 
| quake in great Abundance, mounting up in migh- . 
1 Tt ty Streams to an incredible Height in the Air, 

} „ and this oftentimes at many Miles Diftance from 


| mn the Sea. 
t is It likewiſe pours forth of the Yolcano's in vaſt. 
„ Floods, and with wonderful Violence; tis h_ 
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thro' the Mature at the Bottom of the Sea with 
fuch Force that it puts the Sea immediately into 
the moſt horribble Diſorders and Perturbation, even 
when there is not the leaſt Breath of Wind tiring; 
but all till then calm, and making it and roar 
with a hideous and amazing Noiſe, ailing its tha 
face into prodigious Waves, and toſſing and rolling 
them about in a very ſtrange and furious manner, 
overſetting Ships in the and finking them 
to the Bottom. 

"Tis refunded out of theſe Hiatus's in ſuch 
Quantity alſo, that it makes a vaſt Addition to 
the Water of the Sea, raiſing it many Fathoms 
higher than ever it flows in the higheſt Tides ; ſo 
as to overwhelm the adjacent Country by the moſt 
dreadful Innundations, and thereby ruining and 
—_— Towns and Cities, drowning both 
Men Cattle, breaking the Cables of Ships, 
driving them from their Anchors, and carrying 
them ſeveral Miles up into the Country, and there 
running them a-ground, ſtranding Whales and 
other great Fiſhes, and leaving them at its Receſs 
upon Land. a 

Theſe Phænomena are not new, or peculiaf to 
the Earthquakes, which have happened in our 
Time; but have been obſerved in all Ages, of 
_— Hiſtory gives us many extraordinary In- 

_ 

The Fire itſelf which being thus aſſembled and 
pent up, is the Cauſe of all theſe Perturbations, 
makes its way forth alſo by what Paſſages ſoever 
it can get Vent, thro* the Cracks of the Earth 
above-mentioned, and thro' the Aperture of 
Springs, eſpecially thoſe of the Therme, or Baths, 
or any other way it can either find or make ; and 
being thus diſcharged, the Earthquake ceaſeth till 
the Cauſes returns again, and a freſh Collection of 
Fire commits the ſame Outrages as before. 


Cx There 
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There is ſometimes in Commotion a Portion of 


the Abyſs of that vaſt Extent, as to ſhake the Earth 
incumbent upon it, for ſo very a Part of the 
Globe. together, that the Shock is felt preciſely 
the ſame Minute in Countries many hundred Miles 
diſtant from each other; and this, even tho' they 


happen to be parted by. Seas lying betwixt them; 


and there want not Inſtances of. ſuch an univerſal 


_ Concuſſion of the Globe as muſt needs imply an 


Agitation of the whole Abyſs. | 
And though the Abyſs be liable to theſe Com- 
motions in all Parts, and. hardly any Country is 
wholly exempted from its Effects; yet they are 
no where very remarkable, nor are. there uſually 
any great Damages by Earthquakes, except only 
in thoſe Countries which are mountainous, and 
conſequently ſtony and cayernous underneath z 
and eſpecially where the Diſpoſition of the Strata 
is ſuch, that theſe Caverns open into. the Abyſs, 
and ſo freely admit and entertain the Fire, which 
aſſembling therein, is the, Cauſe of the Shock ; for 
it naturally ſteers its Courſe to that Way, where it 
finds the readieſt Reception, which is towards thoſe 
Caverns; and to this indeed is. much owing the 
Cauſe of Damps in Mines ;. beſides, that thoſe Parts 
of the Earth which abound with Strata of Stone 
or Marble, making the ſtrongeſt Oppoſition to this 
Effort, are the moſt furiouſly ſhattered, and ſuffer 
much more by it, than thoſe which conſiſt of Gra- 
vel, Sand, and the like laxer Matter, which more 
eafily give way, and make not ſo great Refiſtance z 
an Event obſervable, not only in this, but all other 
Exploſions whatſoever. wn 
But above all, thoſe Countries which yield grea 
Store of Sulphur and Nitre, are. by far the moſt 
injured by Earthquakes, theſe Minerals conſtituting 
in the Earth a kind of natural Gun-powder, which 
taking Fire upon this Aſſemblage and Approach 


of it, occaſions that 1 Noiſe, and ſub - 
” 


texranean Thunder, which is heard rumbling in 


the. 
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the Bowels of the Earth during the time of-Earth- 
; and by the Aſſiſtance of its exploſive Power, 
renders the Shock much greater, ſo as ſometimes 
to make miſerable Havock and Deſtruction. 
The ſad Effects of 1728 * — 
more felt in the Iſland of Jamaica perhaps 
in any other Country. the fatal th of June 
1692. will be ever remembered; a Day when they 
ſuffered the greateſt Calamity that ever þefel a 


People. Towns were ſunk, Mountains divided, 


and. one univerſal Devaſtation appeared over the 
whole Iſland. They: have an annual Feaſt on 


that Day; and then indeed I have ſeen ſome-- 


thing like Charity and Goodneſs among them: 
After fuch Storms or Shocks the Place 


ſickly, and they who eſcape the Fury of the one, 


ſtand a ſecond Chance of being carrid off by the 
Diſeaſes which generally ſucceed. 

Our political Arithmeticians imagine, once in 
Seven Years there is a Revolution of Lives in this 
Iſland, . that as many die in that Space of Time as 
at once inhabit it; and no doubt the Multitude 
that dies would ſoon leave the Place a Deſart, did 
not daily Recruits come over from Great-Britain. 
Scarce a Sip arrives, but has Paſſengers who de- 


ſign to ſettle, and Servants for ſale. This is a 


conſtant Supply, and a , neceſſary one; for not- 
withſtanding their vaſt Numbers, the Iſland but 
ſlowly ſettles; and I don't know of Twenty new 
Plantations have been made theſe dozen Years 
paſt. But after all, I perſuade myſelf, that much 


of this Mortality is to be aſcribed rather to In- 


temperance than the Climate; for after they have 


been confined to a regular and heard living in their 


Voyage, when they once get aſhore, and find 


Plenty of Rum-punch, c. run into the o- 
ther Extreme at once, and ſwallow it down with 


Greedineſs, get drunk, expoſe themſelves to the 


noxious Dews, are ſeized with Fevers, and die.. - 


Wherefore tis my firm Belief, that if New-comers 


were 


/ 


for ever by it, and during 


were more careful to live moderate, and abſtain 
from the Uſe of ſpirituous Liquors, they might 
live as happily and free of Diſcaſes here as in any 
other Climate. 

The common Diſtempers which are. trouble- 
ſome here, are hi 
believe there is ſel 
theſe Diſtempers here, 'and 


Difference betwixt 


Fevers are generally exceeding violent, and a 


few Hours will carry off the Perſon it has ſeized: - 


Few miſs it on their firſt Arrival; and this is the 
Reaſon why many die ſo * ˖ after they come to 
Jamaica. The Phyſicians order 
ng, and if that 44 not the deſi 
apply Blifters as che aſt Remedy, 


e Belly-ach is preps the ſevereſt Pain that 


e the Uſe of their Limbs 
the time of their Hineſs 
The common Re- 


can be endured ; many lo 


cry like a Woman in Travail. 


medies for this Diſeaſe are — go Doſes of Phy- 
are ſomething re- 


fick, and Clyſters; after th 
covered, the Cold bath is p {ixibed, which 
of Excellent Uſe in reſtoring them to their 
Vigour, and the right 


fine Eides; but the quite crouded with 
raw -rienced Youths, — 7 imagine this the 
propereſt Place for a Settlement ; and when they 
come over, are generally ſet to preſcribe to a 
Parcel of Negroes in ſome Country-plantations. 
Their Numbers make but dull Bufineſs for moſt 
of them; and in the Towns there are * one 
or two eminent Men who have the 

and ſoon get to be rich. Janaita has had vera 
that pradtried Phyſick, who make mo mean Figure 
in the learned World, Sir | Hans Shane rehided 
here, while he made chat noble Collection of Plants, 
with a Deſcription of which he has obliged the 
World under the Title of the Natural Hiffory of 
Jamaica. 
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Fevers and Belly-achs. 1 


e of the ſame Sort 
incident to Mankind in other Places. The 


ntful — 


Exerciſe oftheir Limbs. 
The Phyſicians da So Note, generally make 
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Jamaica. His Nephew Dr. Fuller is lately come 
over, and by. his excellent Qualifications recom- 
mends himſelf to the good Graces of every one of 
Senſe ; and his Succeſs with his Patients premiſes 
him abundance * N 5 a High 
Dr. Clifton, late Phyſician to is Royal - 
neſs the Prince of M ales, practiſed here with great 
Applauſe,. and was much eſteemed while he lived, 
od at his Death. Several others de- 
ſerve to be named, but I would avoid being te- 
dious. | 
The general Produce of this Iſland is Sugar, 
Rum, Ginger, Cotton, Coffee, Indico, Pimento 
Cocoa, ſeveral Kinds of Wood, and ſome medi- 
cinal Drugs; it affords Tobacco, but not of ex- 
traordinary Goodneſs ; and for that Reaſon few 
plant or cultivate it farther than to provide fuffi- 
cient for the Uſe of their Negroes, who could ſcarce 
live without it. ; 

No Sorts of Earopean Grain grow here; we 
have only Maiz or Indian Corn, Guiney Corn, 
Peaſe of various Kinds, butnone of them reſembling 
yours, with Variety of Roots. Fruits grow in great 
Plenty, the Sewi//e and China Orange, the com- 
mon and ſweet Lemon, Shadocks, Citrons, Pome- 
granates, Mamies, Sour-ſops, P. Pme- apples, 
Cuſtard- apples, Star- apples, prickly Pears, Alli- 
cada Pears, Melons, Pompions, Guavas, and ſe- 
veral Kind of Berries, which are every where to be, 
ound in the Woods, WITH” | 

And now having thus laid down ſeveral general 
Obſervations, which will be of Uſe to underſtand 
che following Accounts, and may ſerve to give you 
Idea of the Iſland, I ſhall in my next proceed 
sche hiſtorical Part, in which I ſhall uſe all the 
ates poſlible. 
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S. IR., | f 
HE Hiſtory of this Iſland is ſomething ob: 
; ſcure, and I ſhall neceſſarily be obliged to 
build a good deal upon Tradition. We have a 
t many Abſtracts of remarkable Occurrences 
n this Iſland; but for the moſt part, they are 
either ſuch as are confuſed, or fictitious : I ſhall 
take care to ſecure myſelf againſt the firſt of theſe 
Errors, by placing every thing in the natural Or- 
der in which it happened; and againſt the ſecond, 
by conſulting authentick Records, and the Infor- 
mation of Men, who might be ſuppoſed to be beſt 
acquainted with the Circumſtances of the particular 
Actions. 1 „ 
Junaica owes its Difcovery to the Man who Wl 
firſt ploughed the American Seas, and found out the 
New World; that mighty Genius, who was born to 
attempt the greateſt Adventures, I mean Columbu; | 
who diſcovered this Place, in his Return from the 
Continent of South America, and named it &. 
James Jie; but that Name it ſoon loft, and was 
generally called Jamaica, which it ſtill retains. 
On the firſt Arrival of the Spaniards, the n. 
dians appeered in Arms, and bravely reſolved to 
maintain their Liberties againſt theſe bold Intru- 
ders; and had certainly been ſucceſsful, at leaft 


for a while, if theſe cunning Cut-throats had not lll 


deluded them by ſpecious Shews of Peace, and 
won on their ſimp!e Natures to credit their well- 
contrived Proteſtations: But they ſoon felt the dif- al 
mal Effects of. giving Faith to Spaniards ; they 
were no ſooner in a Condition of executing their, ll 
bloody Deſigns, than they began a miſerable Ha- 
vock, butcher'd murder'd, and deſtroyed, in a few 
Years, no leſs than 60,000 of the Inhabitants, and 
ſcarce left one alive. Some retired to the way 
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2 ens — 
ther were ; 
and —_ Pieces. Jamaica was, before this, one 
of the beſt-peopeled of all the Autilla; but ſuch 
was the deſtructive Slaughter which the Spaniards 
made, that the very Name of an Indian was, in a 
few Years, rooted out, and none left to erve 
the Memory of that once flouriſhing People.  Af- 
ter they had thus ſecured themſelves by the baſeſt 
of Means, and found Leiſure to retire, Blood- 
ſhed, they began to contrive how they might-beſt 
ſettle, and pitched upon a fine Spot of Ground in 
the Weſtern Part of the Iſland, where they built 
the City of Melilla; but its Situation was incom- 
modious, and therefore they ſoon deſerted it and ſet- 
tled Northward, where they built Sevilla and after- 
wards Ori/tan, which lay on the other Side of the 
Mountain, on the oppoſite Shore: Thus they 
ſhifted about, ſtill diſſatisfied, till at laſt. they con- 
cluded on St. Jago de la Vega, to which Place 
they remoyed, and there made a fine City, of 
which Columbus was. made Duke. The Sweetneſs 
of this Piace, and the Fertility of the adjacent 
Fields, invited the Spaniards to reſide in it: The 
Savannahs, Which are now ſo barren and uſeleſs, 
were then the richeſt Spots in the Iſland, and 
yielded all manner of Neceſſaries; there they 
planted not only Proviſions of every Kind, hut 
likewiſe ſeveral uſeful Commodities, ſuch as In- 
dico, Cocoa, Sc. the Remains of which Works 
are yet to be ſeen : But tho' they were thus char- 
mingly ſituated, and had the Bleflings of Nature 
poured out in the greateſt Plenty, it ſerved to no. 
ather Purpoſe, but to.jncreaſe their natural Lazi- 
neſs ; they indulged themſelves in all kinds of 
debauched Effeminacy, and neglected to improve 
the Soil, or hetter it any manner of, way : If 
they could provide a little Tobacco, Sugar and 
Chocolate, they looked upon themſelves as ſuffi- 
ciently happy, and for every thing elſe, appeared 

| quite 
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| a careleſs. 5 n to 


them, and 


y or 
and of all Society by their In- 
yet they could find the means unmerci- 


but to ſecure to themſelves the quiet Poſſeſſion of 
a Place, which they would not be at the Pains to 
eultivate. Indeeed few defired to ſettle here; the 
greateſt Part were ſuch who could not avoid it ; for 
thoſe that could make any Figure in the World, 
went to Hiſpaniola, Cuba, or the Continent, 
which were infinitely preferable ; for there they 
not only had a fairer Opportunity of advancing 
their Fortunes, but of living at Eaſe : For in Ja- 
maica the Dukes de la Vega were os rage 
Governors of the Iſland, and exacted ſuch high 
Impoſts, that they were quite intolerable. It is 
certainly Fact, that theſe Succeſſors of Columbus 
ated more like ſovereign Tyrants than any thing 
elſe, and uſed the utmoſt Severity in collecting the 
Stints which they had im whach being moſt- 
ly on Portugueſe, they did it with a better Will; 
5 were the greateſt Part of the firſt Settlers, 
and the Spaniards always bore them an irrecon- 
cileable Averfion. | 
Thus by ſuch cruel and rapacious Methods, the 
Colony became rather on the decline; few choſe i 
to ſettle where they were ſure to be oppreſſed; | 
and thoſe who had Effects of Value, removed 
to other Places, where they might enjoy the Fruits 
of their Toil and Induftry. The Governors were 
ſenſible how much their Miſmanagement tended to 
the Diſadvantage of their Sovereign, and their 
own particular Hurt; for tho' with unrelentmg 
Hands, they ſqueezed out, from an indolent =o 
a 10110 
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they were ſenfble, 
24 ; for beſides the inactive Temper of theſe. 


Men which made them n th is hy droge 
a 


WE were left to enjo 
= Rulers would pl 
In this unhappy 


ſevereſt Penalties, to remove to happier 
ments: This new Piece of Oppreſſion occafioned 
a oli King Ph; of their Grievances to _ _ 


mach he made, which —_ ſhewed , 
themſelves n not Leiſure 


to mind the Complaints of a petty Colony. 

increaſed the Diſcontents, w ch before bat 

much prevailed ; and the — mr 

dence in their Governor, or he in them. They 

lived therefore in a State of mutual Diffidence 3 he 
ſtill oppreſſed them, and ſtill muttered Curſes 

hah ＋2 in vain 


riors. 
Prey to the 222 

tage of all tyrannical Goverments, to be ſerved 
— _ oF Poor ud "age of, KI. 
aves ma even uer 3 can 
never: be fp a A —— 
Ardour good SubjeRs do in Defence of Li- 
derties and Lays. And this was too evident in 
the prefent Caſe; for when Sir 

1500, made that bold Attack u 

he met with ſuch a poor Reſiſtance, 
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or no Danger he plundered the Iſland, burnt 87 
Jago, and was, while he ftay'd, abſolute Maſter of 
the Whole. The — 2 Planters had little at 
Stake, and would have been fond of changing Ma- 
ſters, and becomingSubjeRs to any Prince that would 
have allowed them to live eaſy and free: How- 
ever this was, it is certain, had Sir Anthony incli- 
ned to ſtay, the Exgliſb Conqueſt of Jamaica need- 
ed not have becn dated from the Days of an Uſur- 
per, but from the Reign of a Princes whoſe hap- 
— reg made her Subjects ſerve with Plea- 

and her Name the Terror of 2 But he 
had other Def gns, and was obliged to act .agree- 
ably to his Genz he left 4 dt and return- 
ed to cruize on the Continent of the Spaniſb 
Weft-Indies. 

hen the E nelif were gone, the Spaniard: 
began to peep out from their Holes, and return to 
their old. Habitations, which they ſet about to re- 
pair; and being now conſcious. of the bad Effect 
of their mutual Diſtruſt, they came to a cloſer Con- . 
fidence ; the Governor relaxed ſomething. of his 
former Severity, and the People appeared more 
eaſy and content : Several of them were admitted 
into the governing Part, at leaſt nominally, as 
Members of his Council ; which pleaſed the bY 
ng" b Vanity, and made them think — were 


A ns they continued i in a wed in a ſeeming good good Corre: 


ſpondence, and undiſturbed, the Year” | . 
1635 ; when Colonel Jaciſen, with a ſmall Fleet, 
ſet out from the 8 Nands, 2 a Deſign 
upon Jamaica. He not many 2 
but 1 were brave, reſolute and caring. gn 
ſuch as he knew would not mind the 

were ſure of a rich Purchaſe. With this Taba, 
ny be landed, which did not exceed 500 Men, and 
n attacked 2000 Spaniards, at Paſte 
Fort. They received him with Courage the On: 
and for a ſhort time ſuſtained the Fury of the 
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ſet with abundance of Reſolution; but that brave 
few fought with ſuch Spirit that the Spaniards be- 
gan to retire, and at laſt fled.. Several Hundreds 
were killed in the 47 and Purſuit- The. 
Engliſh, having gained this Advantage, did not 
delay a Moment to proſecute the Conſequen- 
ces of the Victory: they marched to St. Jago, at 
about the Diſtance of Six Miles, briſkly ſtormed 
the Town, and notwithſtanding the Oppoſition 
they met with, ſoon entered it Sword in Hand, and 
pillaged it of every thing that was valuable :. The 
Spoil was divided among the Soldiers, and the 
Spaniards were glad to agree for a certain Sum, 
to ſaue the City from being burnt 3 Which they 
ſoon paid, and the brave Colonel retreated to his 
Ships without the leaſt Diſturbance, having in all 
this Expedition, loſt no more than Forty Men. 

But theſe Viſits of the Zxg/z, were only Pre- 
ſages of one more ſolemn; for a few Years after, 
it fell entirely into Exgliſß Hands. The craf- 


ty Mazarine, having engaged Cromwell. to join 


with France and turn his Arms againſt & 
politickly contrived an Expedition tc 7 X 
Indies. The Uſurper was too quick-ſighted not 
to perceive whatever might be Mazarine's De- 
ſigns ; the Project was not only good, but likely ta 
ſucceed, and tend to the Advantage of the Nation : 


ne therefore fitted out a fine Fleet, with a View 


of conquering Hi/þaniola, aboard of which were 
ſhipped Two thouſand old Cavaliers, and as many 
of Oliver's Army ; beſides which, vaſt. Numbers 
voluntarily liſted themſelves, ing to become 
rich by the Spoils of the Spaniard. Colonel Ve- 
zables and Admiral, Pens were jointly entruſt- 
ed with the Command of the Fleet and Army, 
who had particular Orders to call at Barbadoes 
and the Leeward Mandi, and there in 
Forces; for it was not to be imagined 

Colony would chearfully contribute to an 
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tion which they themſelves would be ſuch vaſt 

Gainers by: Nor was the Protector daceived in 

this Thought ; for no leſs than 1300 joined them 

at the Leeward Mandi, and the Colony of Barba- 

does ſu — — them with every thing _ — 
and the Bait was — 2 


Hundreds went along from that et 
to — golden Harveſt. Indeed never did 
the American Seas carry a finer Army : Succeſs 
_ = ht wo be ſure, and nothing _ * 
it but the Miſmanagement of ſome Wh 
— chief in the ition. They had. a well-- 
trained, well-provided, and complete Body of Men, 
commanded by Officers of Note, who had diſtin- 
guiſhed themſelves by their Courage and Conduct 
in the Civil War; ſuch as Colonel Deyſy. Colonel 
Haynes, Colonel Butler, Colonel Raymund, and a 
great many others, chat were indiſputably fit to 
to lead an Army, had. it been to fight for tue Em- 
pire of the World. 

On the 13th of April 1655, the Fleet made 
Land at Hiſpaniola, and — the Town of 
St. Domingo : A Council of War was held, and, 
uant to the Reſolutions taken, .7000 Foot, a 
— of Horſe, and Three Days Proviſion were 

But the Spaniards were before appriſed 
of the Deſign, and m good Condition to receive 
them. In a Word, after a ſhort Engageinent, Ve- 
ables was obli to retreat, our Forces were de- 
feated, and i left to ſtraggle, and be cat 
to Pieces: They got moſtly to the Ships; but the 
brave Colonel Haynes, and a great many private 
Men, fell in the Field of Battle. 

This unhappy Defeat, by whatever Cauſes 
brought about, made the Commanders give up 
every Thought of Succeſs ; they ſaw the 5 
xiards too well fortified, and in every Nefſpect, in 
a Condition to oppoſe them ; therefore they forth- 
with reſolved to make 'a Deſcent upon Jamaica, 
where they arrived the Third of May. The has 

| n 
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nerals landed their Men, and marched directly 
St. Jago, the Capital of the un 000 to 
ſtorm the Place; and to prevent the ſame Fate 
Soldiers, Proclamation was made, that he who faw 
his Fellow run, ſhould ſhoot him. Something of 
this kind was neceſſary; for the Soldiers were 
become quite heartleſs and diſpirited by their late 
ill Succeſs; and tis thought on good Grounds, 
that had the Chiefs in this Expedition known a 
Way how to excuſe their Conduct to Cromwell, 
they would ſcarce have adventured to attack, Fa- 
maica. But in the Circumſtances in which the 
"Iſland then was, no Place could be more proper 
for an eaſy Conqueſt ; the Spaniards had not the 
leaſt Information of their Defign, or ſo much as 
of the Defeat given the Eng/iþ at Hiſbaniola, and 
were in no Condition to oppoſe any Army of 
10, oo Men; for ſo many they ſtill were. In 
ſhort, every Circumſtance concurred to effect the 
Revolution which at this Time ha The 
E nglifſþ marched boldly up to Sz. age, with In- 
tent to ſtorm it; but the cautious Governor ſee- 
ing his own Weakneſs, and the Enemy's Strength, 
and that there was no le Means of ſaving it, 
with a great deal of Art defired to capitulate upon 
Terms. The Engl granted his Requeſt, and 
in the mean time 2 ſpun out the Time 
of treating, all the while removing their beſt Effects 
and Treaſures to the Woods and Places of Securi- 
ty; and the more to amuſe the Eagliſb, they fur 
niſhed the Army with freſh Proviſions and other 
Neceſſaries; and likewiſe made many agreeable 
Preſents to Mrs. Venables, who had attended her 
Huſband in this Expedition; which had ſuch good 
Effects on the doating uxurious General, that he 
never ſuſpected the double Deſign of the Spany6 
Governor, till it was too late; for after they had 
diſpoſed of their Effects, and conveyed them to 
ſuch Places where the Erg/;4 could never find 


them 
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them out they retired to- the Mountains, and leſt 


the Eng; a naked Town to poſſeſs, where th 
Found fine Houſes without 3-4 erent Coed 


which was a terrible Diſappointment to an Army 


_ who ed Plunder, and had been balked alrea. 
dy. This unexpected Misfortune ruMed the Spi 
rits of the Engliſb, and they reſolved on a cruel 
Revenge. Several Parties were detached to po 
in Queſt of the Spaniards ; but tho' they had all 
*the Inclination in the World, yet their Searches 
proved intirely vain; for being unacquainted with 
the Country or the Paſſes, inſtead of proving uſe- 
ful by detecting their Places of Retreat, re- 
turned fickly and diſpirited; and had it not 
for a Piece of bad Policy amongſt the Spaniards 
themſelves, they might have been ſecure, till ſuch 
time as the neighbouring Colonies could have ſent 
to their Aſſiſtance, and forced the Engliſb to dif 
lodge: For I am well aſſured from the Son of one 
that was concerned in the Conqueſt, who had the 
Relation from his Father, = eq wg but a — Years 
ago, that the Erg/iþ began to in prodigious 
Streights, The Neck Treaſures they had promi- 
ſed themſelves, were now no more to be 
of; their Courage was decayed, and hoy: had 
hardly Hopes to feed on; beſides, their Num- 
ber diminiſhed daily, and the poor way of Livi 
they were obliged to take up with, did not at 


ſuit with the E gli Genius or * In theſe 


preſſing Ci ces it was deliberated, if it 
were not proper to deſert a Place where ſo little 
was to be got, and ſuch certain Perils run. They 
thought the Spaniards, without Doubt, would arm 
a ſufficient Force from the neareſt Settlements, 
tranſport them to Jamaica, and 7 * them with 
as much Eaſe as they had lately defeated them 
before Sr. Domingo; and they were now in worſe 
Circumſtances to ſuſtain the Attack, than they 

were 


— 
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were before : They could not think the 
Governors _ were 4 with _ rmer 
gucceſs againſt them, would now tamely be 
ſhoald 28 a Spaniſh Colony, or allow che 
quietly to poſſeſs a Place which once owned the 
Catholick King for its Sovereign; and if this ſhould 
be the Caſe, they faw it impoſſible, with an Ar- 
my weak, ſickly and diſpirited, to make good their 
Ground. On the other hand, they did not well 
know how to excuſe their Conduct to the Protector 
at home. They were ſenſible they had been guil- 
ty of the groſſeſt Miſmanagement, and well knew 
the ſtern Temper of Cromwell 3 and that if ever 
they hoped to return, it behoved them to attempt 
ſomething that might wipe of the foul Stain of 
their former bad - Conduet and Diſgrace. While 
their Minds were thus agitated, and:the Army on 
the very Point of beginning a Mutiny, -the unwa- 
ry Spaniards diſcovered themſelves by ſending a 
Party for Intelligence, who happening to meet a 
few Englih, they engaged them, were beat, and 
traced to their Places of Retreat. This welcome 
Adventure inſpired every one with freſh Hopes, 
and new Courage; they ſaw again the tempting 
Bait, and were once more poſtefed with the gay 
View of the Riches of the Spaniards; as a Re- 
ward for all the Toils they had undergone. This 
good Diſpoſition of the private Men was encoura- 
ged by their Leaders; they thought it a ſignal Pro- 
vidence, and were reſolved to improve this happy 
Turn of Affairs, which ſeemed to point out Way, 
whereby they might be extricated out of all their 
Difficulties ; they chearfully led them to the Sa- 
n1ards Haunts, who as briſkly received them. 
deveral petty Encounters happened, which for the 
moſt part were to the Diſadvantage of the Engli/h, 
becauſe as ſoon as the Spaniards found themſelves 
preſſed, they retired by Degrees to theſe Faſtneſſes, 
With which they were well acquainted ; and there 
being 


—— — 


Fe. P d CET c 


cant. 


ä 1 
* 


. 
Ville a oe ee eo. + — — 


4 


48 A Neu HISTORY Letter 


fore they could climb to reach them, 
them afraid they find the Conqueſt tedious, 
if not impracticable; but having in this time dif. 
covered a great many valuable , the Mind 


had now likewiſe got plenty of freſh Proviſions ; far 
niardt had driven their Cattle; and this was the 


| greateſt Relief they could poſſibly have wiſhed in Wi 
-their preſent declining — Whereup : 


But while they were thus merry, they had the me- 
lancholly Account, that ſeveral Hundreds of thei 


ſecure, could fire upon the Englih 3 and be. 
ſculked ty 
another Place of Security. 'This made 


of the Soldiers were ſooth'd and made eaſy. They 
they had found the Sawannahs, to which the Sha. 


on they gave themſelves up to indulge every Ap- | 
ite and ſeem to forget their former 


Men had beenattack'd under Covert of the Night, 
and entirely cut off by the Spaniards. It ſeems 
this Misfortune happened by means of a Spanib 
Slave, who had deſerted to the Engliſb, and wa 
employed by them as a Guide. This Felloy 
was entertained by the unſuſpecting Generals, a 
one on whom they might confide*; they uſed him 
well, and promiſed him large Rewards; and in- 
deed for a While they had no Room to call hi 
Honeſty in Queſtion ; for he had diſcovered ſe 
veral times the Deſigns of the Enemy; and being 
well acquainted with their Haunts, had oft ſtole 
among them in the Night-time, and diſcovez'd 
their Reſolves, which he again faithfully commu; 
nicated to the Enghi/p; but whether this was on- 
ly a Bait to render him leſs ſuſpected, that he 
might more-eafily compaſs this laſt Piece of Vit | 
lainy, or whether he was tired with his new Mz 
ters, and found again a returning Love for the 
old, and was willing to make his Peace by do- 
ing ſome notable Service, he led the Eugliſb into 
a Valley or Bottom, ſurrounded on every Side-by 
Hills, and near to which he knew there was # 
ſtrong Body of Spaniards; to whom M ** 
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fore found Means to communicate his Deſign, they 


had taken care to ſecure the Place in ſuch a man- 
ner, that it was impoſſible for almoſt any to eſcape 
the intended Deſtruction. Accordingly the Eng- 
liſs, being decoyed by their faithleſs Guide, came 
without the leaſt Suſpicion of Danger; and find- 
ing the Bottom convenient for their Purpoſe, re 
ſolved to lodge there till next — They 
laid aſide their Arms; ſome began to merry, 
but moſt to ſleep, having been all fatigued by a 
tedious March the D fore. In this careleſs 
manner did they re but were ſoon alarmed 
with ſudden Shouts, and Vollies of Shot from all 
Sides ; they were attack'd by ſuperior Numbers, 
and had ſcarce time, in the Conſternation they 
were in, to get to their Arms; and were cruelly 
butcher'd and cut to Pieces, no Quarter being gi- 
ven, and not a Life ſpared, except a very few, 
who being more reſolute than the reſt, bravely 
fought their Way 3 and tho' oppoſed by an arm- 
ed Multitude, cut a Paſſage [to themſelves, and 
eſcaped the Fury of the Carnage ; among whom 
was the Gentleman's Father from whom I have 
this Relation, | 
This fatal Adventure gave a new Damp to 
their Spirits, and they ſaw the Neceſſity of uſi 
the greateſt Precaution. After the Spaniards ha 
quitted the Iſland, the Fellow who betrayed 
this Party, fell again into the Hands of the Zng- 
lie, who uſed him as his Treachery deſerved. 
Thus on both Sides they were conſtrained to be 
on their Guard ; but after a few Months, the- 
luxurious Spaniards began to be tired of their hard 
Lodging and Fatigues, finding the Difference be- 
twixt the Eaſe and Plenty of a Town, and the 
Difficulties of ſculking on Mountains and Precipi- 
ces; between the Sweets of Peace, and the Hard- 
ſhips of War ; and therefore began in good ear- 
neſt to think of quitting the Place: They ſaw mot - 
of their Settlements 3 themſelves abandon'd 
to 
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to Diſpait, no Help likely to arrive; and there- 
fore, with one Conſent, a to tranſport them-· 
ſelves indarge Candes to Cuba, at about the Diſtance 
of Eighteen es; which they ſoon did, and 
left only a fe Mulattoes and Negroes, on whole. 
Eidelity they could moſt depend, with ſtrict Charge 
to, harraſs the Engliſb, and by frequent Excurii- 
ons to prevent their proceeding to ſettle; and at the 
ſame time promiſed they would ſoon return, with 
ſuficient Force to expel the Invaders. Theſe Pro- 
miſes, tho" they ſerved their Purpoſe for ſome! 
time, keeping theſe, Wretches in their Duty, yet 
afterwards proved a great Diſadvantage to them; 
for after their Return, with an inſufficient Force! 
to take the Field, and in a manner bare and help- 
leſs, theſe · were the firſt that deſerted to the Eng- 
hi l . , : 
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During the ſhort Space of their Abſence, little 
happened worth Notice; both Parties kept pretty 
quiet; but it ſeems the Viceroy of Mexico by no 
means reliſhed - their, quitting the Iſland; and tho“ 
he had been backward hitherto in his Supplies, 
now promiſed to aſſiſt them with a conſiderable 
Force. Deluded by theſe Hopes, the Fugitives 
again came to the Iſland, diſperſing themſelves in 
the North and North-eaſt Parts, where they 
waited for the promiſed Succours : But after th 
had long looked for them, only 500 Men arrived, 
who ſeeing their deſtitute Condition, and how im- 
practicable it ſeemed to diſlodge the Conquerors, 
refuſed to act offenſively, and retired to a Place 
called St. Cherras, where they fortified themſelves, 
and waited for an Opportunity to quit a Place 
which they now perceived to be irrecoverably loſt; 
for by this time the Exgliſb, having had ſome Reſt, 
had extended their Settlements, and poſſeſſed them- 
ſelves of all the South and South-eaſt Parts of the 
Iſland. - A Regiment was ſettled at Port Morant 
to plant there, and others in ſeveral others =_ 
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thro'the Iſland, over whom Colonel NN Was 
left Governor, with between Two and Three 
thouſand Land- Forces, and about Twenty Men of 
War, commanded” by Vice-Admiral Goo#/o# ; 
who, by his wiſe Management, fo diſpoſed R 
ters, that the new Settlers could not be attacked in 
any Place without receiving ſpeedy Aſſiſtance from 
others. | ne. n 
Mean time Pens and Venables returned to Exg- 
land, where they arrived about the Middle of Sep- 
tember, and were juſtly taken into Cuſtody, and 
impriſoned, for their ſcandalous Miſmanagements, 
which reflected ſo much Diſhonour upon the Exg- 
l;þ Nation as would have been irre le, had 
not Jamaica made ſome Amends for the Diſgrace, 
tho' Chance, more than Deſign, brought that into 
their Hands: k n Ann 
The wiſe Cromwell ſaw preſently the Advan- 
tages which this new Acquiſition, would bring to 
the Nation (ſuch Advantages, as, duly improved; 
might humble Spain, and make her tremble ;. but 
of that at another time) and therefore ſoon fitted 
out anew Squadron; and diſliking Colonel D'Oylzy, 
becauſe a Cavalier, ſent Major Sedzwick in his 
Room, and appointed him 9 of Jamaica; 
But before - this, D'Oyley, who ſtill acted a Part 
that was bold and magnanimous, had diſcove 
the Retreats and Fortifications of the 8 
niarde, and matched to attack them at the Head 
of a good Body of Forces: The Spauiardt on the 
other hand had received conſiderable Reinforce- 
ments, and fortified ſeveral Places for their De- 
fence at Rio Nowo in Sr. Mary's, the Remains of 
which are ſtill extant; and being well furniſhed 
with Arms and Ammunition, "conceived Hopes of 
retrieving their Loſſes, and poſſeſſing again what 
had been violently wreſted from them : But the 
brave D*Oyley attacked them in ſuch a briſk man- 
ner, that notwithſtanding © they were twice his 
Number, and well EY yet they loſt — 
a 2 | 
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and in a few Nr. were quite defeated. The 
Bravery of the Exg/io was very remarkable on 
this Occaſion ; they regained their former Ho, 
nour, and now, that they had Eftates to fight for, 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves in a manner worthy 
Oliver's Soldiers. The Spaniſb Slaves who had 
deſerted, did likewiſe good Service, many of them 
fighting with the greateſt Courage ; and being ſure 
of an immediate and cruel Death, ſhould they fall 
into the Hands of their old Maſters, did all that 
was in their Power againſt them. Colonel D'Oyley 
thereupon rewarded ſome of thoſe, and d 
others free, particularly one, who was obſerved to 
have a more than ordinary Forwardneſs, and kad 
with his own Hands, killed ſeveral Spaniards. It 
ſeems this Fellow had been Slave to one of the 
moſt conſiderable amongſt them, and loved a young 
Negro to Diſtraction. He had ſeveral Children by 
her, and lived in an uninterrupted Courſe of H 
pineſs, (if the State of Slaves can afford ſuch)when 
the old Fox his Maſter barbarouſly tore the 
fond Creature from his Arms, and forced her to 
comply with his own villainous Luſts: The Huſ- 
ho called on every Power to avenge the Rape; 
but his Paſſion was ordered to be allay'd. by the 
Severities of the Whip; he underwent the Pu- 
niſhment, but waited Revenge; and having found 
Opportunity from the late , Diſturbances, got an 
Interview with his once adored - Wife; and ſoon 
decoyed her to ſome Diſtance, where he told her 
his Deſigns of Vengeance, and ſwore, he ſtill loved 
her with a too ſincere Paſſion, not to be ſenſible of 
what he had loſt: But as their Happineſs was 
now for eyer paſt, and the former Days of Love 
and Purity could not return, he would not live to 
ſee her another's, when ſhe could not be his ;. for, 
however innocent her Intention, he never could 
take an Adultereſs to his Arms; and therefore, 
cloſely embracing her, plunged a Poniard 222 
rt 
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eart of the unhappy Creature: Thus, ſays he, 
To the Right “ a Huſband. And after a 
few Careſſes, and. ſeeing her breathe her laſt, 
he fled to the Engliſb, and in all their Engage- 
ments dis them eminent Service, particularly in 
this laſt, where the Sight of - his former Tyrant 
having inflamed his Deſire of Revenge, he flew to 
the Place where he fought, and ſoon laid the vile 
Adulterer at his Feet. Many others did he alſo 
ſacrifice to his Revenge, and behaved fo gallantly, 
that Colonel D*Oylzy took particular Notice of 
him, a nd without determining on the Juſtneſs of 
his Motitves, rewarded him nobly, made him free, 
and gave him a ſmall Piece of Ground, which 
ever after he lived upon in Quiet, but with a 
Thoughtfulneſs and Melancholy that he could 
never conquer. This brave Fellow lived to a very 
great Age, and died in the Year 1708. He had 
alſo a Son who did good Service againſt the French 
in 1695, and ſeveral times expoſed his Life in the 
Purſuit of the rebellious Negroes. [9% 
The Spaniards being thus forced from their 
ſtrong Entrenchments, the Colonel took care to 


demoliſh them in fuck a manner, that they could 


not be ſoon or eafily rebuilt; and having ſeveral - 
Days purſued and haraſſed them, taken many Pri- 
ſoners, and all that they had which was valuable, 
returned full of Glory; while, to complete the 
Misfortunes of the Benemy, another large Body of 
them met with the fame Fate at Point-Pedro, 
where they had intrenched themſelves, and wert 
not only defeated, but moſtly cut to Pieces. 
Theſe repeated Succeſſes of the Engliſb made 
the deſpairing Spamiards now reſolve in good ear- 
neſt, for ever to bid adieu to a Place which they 
ſaw irrecoverably loſt; rather than wander in the 
Woods, and be —— on one hand to the Fury 
of the Engliſb, and on the other to the Miſeries of 
Want. The Engliſh had notice of their Deſign, 
but thought it Prudence to over-look it; and there- 
D 3 fore 
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their Faith to the Spaniards, finding themſelves, 
at . their Maſters gone, and fearing tha 
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fore allowed them quietly to embark with their- 
Wives, Children, and what little Treaſure was. 
e them, and abandon Nite for 177 to ow 


nglifh. 2 
Conduct of Colonel | 


Thus the Bravery and good. 
D: ley, in a little time fecured the Iſland, and 
made its former Lords, like ſo many Fugitives, 
deſert it. But tho” this great End was fortunate» 
dy effected, they had yet many Difficulties to | 
gle with; for the N who had ſtill retained 


Eng liſb would treat them after a barbarous man- 
ner, for the Miſchiefs they had done them in the 
Bete Diſputes, eretted a kind of Government am 
themſelves, and reſolved to maintain their Grout 
to the laſt, They killed the Governor whom the. 
Spaniards had appointed over them, and elected a 
new one from among themſelves : And having 
agreed to ſome R which were neceſſa- 
ry to keep them united, began to think on Ways 
whereby they might beſt — Subſiſtence. 
Some, in the remote unſuſpected Places, fell to 
planting Maia, Cocoas, and other Neceffaries ; but 
the greateſt Part went in Bodies, and hunted and 
robbed: This was fatal to them; for the active 
D'Oyley immediately gave Orders to purſue them 
and having attacked them in looſe Par- 
ties, cut off a t many, whom were the 
Chief that had oppoſed their 1 to the 
Engliſs: The reſt, being ſtruck with a Panick, and 
diſpirited, began to deſpair of maintaining them- 
ſelves any longer; and thereſore ſent, in the huinb- 
leſt manner, — Colonel D'Oyley, and offered to 
ſubmit on Terms of Pardon. The Colonel amu- 
ſed them a little, the —— * | 
of granting their Defires, oon accept 
caſy 2 they returned well ſatisfied; and 
ar their Fellows of the = Dt which they 
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ſeveral Hundreds along with him, came and laid 
down their Arms, and were well received by the 
Colonel: But tho” the great Strength of the Ne- 
oes was thus broken, many ſtill obſtinately re- 
aſed to ſubmit; but theſe were likewiſe ' moſth 
deſtroyed, by employing the Slaves to hunt them 
down, who, upon the Promiſe of a Reward, chear- 
fully undertook that Service; and well knowing 
their Places of Retreat, ſeldom returned, without 
having done them ſome conſiderable Damage. 
They choſe this Method of teſtifying their Fi- 
delity to their new Maſters, which indeed was the 
moſt acceptable that could be found out; for the 
Engliſb were themſelves, by this time, become 
perlectly weary of purſuing a Pareel of Robbers, 
and it was not without very imminent Danger when 
they attempted it: For beſides that they were un- 
acquainted with the Woods and Places of Retreat ; 
in ſuch a ſultry Climate, the Fatigue of climbing 
the Precipices, and the very Load of their Arms, 
were almoſt intolerable. to an Europenm Conſtitu- 
tion : The Slaves could not therefore do them a 
more agreeable Piece of Service ; and they behay- 
ed ſo well, that Numbers of thoſe that ſtood out 
were daily deſtroyed ;* others found an Gpportu- 
nity of tranſporting themſelves to Cuba ; and the 
few that were ſtill in Arms were now ſo inconſi- 
derable, that they gave no Apprehenſion of any 
further Danger : But happy had it been for theſe 
Conquerors, and their Pokterity, had they improv- 
ed this favourable Opportunity to extirpate thetn 
quite: For tho” at that Time they might appear 
below Notice, yet it was eaſy to foreſee, While 
any Numbers had a Place of Security, and main- 
tained themſelves, they would increaſe, and be joĩn- 
ed by others, who on the leaſt Diſguſt, or imagined 
Severity, might run off from their Maſters : And 
this has proved to be true in the Event; for they 
have increaſed to ſuch a Degree, as many times 
to make the Ifland tremble, and employ its utmoſt 
' D 4 Force 
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Force againſt them. The Slaves who deſert their 
Maſters, ſtill find there a ſure Retreat, and their 
Numbers are now computed at ſeveral Thouſands: 
The ievereſt Laws have been enacted againſt them, 
the greateſt Rewards offered to him that kills 
any of them, and the choiceſt Bodies of Men have 
been ſent againſt them, who have moſtly been un- 
ſucceſsful, and returned with more on their 
own Side, than to that of the Run-aways. Their 
Rebellion is moreover a conſtant Expence to the 
Government; for beſides the Charge it is put to in 
building of Forts and Breaſt- works to prevent their 
Excurſions, it has always ſeveral Parties in conſtant 
Pay in Purſuit oſ them; ſo that ſince they firſt be- 
gan to be formidable, the Iſland has been at ſeve- 
ral Millions of Expences, and may be at as much 
more before they will be reduced, if they don't 
alter the Method of attacking them. ; 

I have heard, in this Place, that it was much 
con to D*Oyley's Opinion, that they ſhould be 
left undeſtroy d; that he urged the ſtrongeſt Rea- 
ſons, and propheſied, in a manner, what would 
be the fatal Conſequences of ſuch a groſs Over- 
ſight ; but he was oppoſed by the Colonels . 
- mund and Ty/on, who about this time began to 
factious and popular, ſo that, brave as he was, he 
durſt not oppoſe his Judgment to theirs, when they 
had the Soldiers almoſt intirely at Command; 
and they being already fati with a tedious 
War, were glad to be at Eaſe, and thought D'Oy- 
ley's Propoſal was only a Piece of IIl- nature, and 
a Deſign to. keep them ſtill employed, without al- 
ig. them the Fruit of their Toil, which they 
had fought ſo well to obtain. Theſe were po- 
pular Reaſons, and the Colonel durſt not oppoſe 
them: So he was cbliged.to content himſelf with 
letting them know how juſtly his Opinion was 
grounded, what might be the Conſequences in time, 
and how unſecure they themſelves were, when they 
had ſuch Villains at hand to come like Thieves at 

unawares, 
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unawares, cut their Throats, and plunder their 
Plantations... ion bas e | 
And now I have traced the Hiſtory of this Iſland 
from its firſt Diſcovery, to this Revolution, when 
it fell into N of the Enxpliſo 3 
and tho the common (Abſtracts we have aof the 
Tranſactions of that Period be dark, yet they 
are all which we have to depend upon. I have 
however endeavoured to ſupply ſeveral Pefects, 
by making Uſe of the Advantages I enjoy of 
making my Collections in the Ifland it ſelf, where 
I have Acceſs to converſe with ſeveral whoſe Fa- 
thers were concerned in the Conqueſt, or ſettled 
in. a very, few Years after, In my next I ſhall 
continue my Relation; but before I conclude this, 
I muſt obſerve, That where-ever Subjects are op- 
preſſed, that Colony or State is nigh to Ruin. A 
Prince or Governor that deprives Men of their 
Liberties, is ſure of being curſed and hated, and 
no Ties are capable to > Sow the natural Deſire, 
which every Man has of being eaſy, free and ſe- 
cure in his Property. While this is kept ſacred, 
the Subjects are equally concerned with the Prince, 
and will 2 againſt. every Invader ; 
but where they are trampled upon, Allegiance 1s 
in vain to be expected, and the firſt fair Opportu- 
nity, the . Bent of a Nation will diſcover it- 
ſelf, and favour a Revolution. This ſeems to be 
the Caſe, where ever Revolutions have happened. 
And indeed *tis ſcarce poſſible, that a foreign Ene - 
my ſhould conquer a free Country, where the Go- 
vernors are beloved, and Pro rty is ſecured to the 
Subjects; for rather than will be enſlaved, . 
they will chuſe- to be deftroy'd ; and when they 
come to engage for all that is held valuable among 
Men, *tis not every Army or Power will triumph. 
over the generous Fire which warms their Breaits, 
and inſpires them withtrue Courage. In what I have 
related above, you'may eafily ſee how mean and da- 
Rardly the Spaniard; behaved :- And what was it 
D 5 owing - 
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owing to, but only this? That they fought 

ö the the Spirit of Slaves, and not of Free-men*: T 
; | their: Governor invaded. 

| e them of the ſweet Returns! 

| — induftribus Toil'; and the Conſequence Te 
| | when the Enemy a they deſerted his 


fence, and had not Life to oppoſe the briſe O 
of that brave Nation who knew the Bleſſings of 
Liberty. We may ſee, when their Governors re- 
lax'd of their Severity, they too behaved propor- 
tionably better ; and that their Trade, their Wealth 
J and Happineſs increaſed, as they were confidered 
. with a more favourable Fye by their ſtern Supe 
1 riors. In ſhort, this brief Narrative is — Inſtance, 
and undeniable Proof, That Eiberty * 
are the great Motives that induce 4 Subj 
faithful, or to fight for the Glory key Advantage 
of their Prince'; ; and that an Encroachment 1 
theſe is a ſure Sign of a ſickly State, a State that is 
on the Decline, and haſtening to be undone. * 27 
Heavy Taxes may ſupport — Aro 
but the generous Turn ofa a free Peop 
ſpight of theſe, ſhew itſelf ; and, whey it Wie Boy | 
that Prince may tremble, who uſed either the one 
or the other Means to enflave them. The delud- 
ed King James truſted to as fine an Army as ever 
encamped on the Britiſb Plains, and modelled too 
after his own Heart; yet how little Security was 
this, when Oppreſſion rouſed the Engl. wits 
6 aſſert _ Freedom 
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J * rk now proſecute my Defign, and acquaint 
you with what has happened — — 
ſince the Government fell into the Hands of tlie 
Engliſh, who having N the Spani ardi, and 


reduce d, 


. ( 
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reduced, in a great meaſure, every Enemy that 
oppoſed their Deſigns, vegan to plant with great 
Succeſs and Induftry ; for the Government at 
home took care to ſend them all neceſſary Supplies; 
and they daily increaſed to fuch a Degree, that in 
a ſhort time they became a powerful er 
The advantageous Accounts given of the Ifland, - 
which were perhaps induſtriouſſy enlarged beyond 
their Truth, invited many who had ſuffered amidit 
the Fury of a Civil War, to retire from the Di- 
ſtractions at home, in Hopes of more Quiet abroad. 
This Humour was encouraged by the crafty Com- 
bell, who, by this means, rid his Hands of great 
Numbers, who were Enemies to his Uſurpation; 
and, at the ſame time, he knew they could never 
become ſo powerful there, as to put him under 
any Apprehenſions, 25 as he took care to 
appoint a Governor firmly attached to his Inte- - 
reſts, and in whom he could confide. . 
While every thing appeared thus promi 
had like to — — thrown into fue, by 
means of a dangerous Mutiny that happened among 
the Soldiers. The Colonels Raymund and Ty/or 
were Two Gentlemen who adhered to the p i 
tector, and had a mighty Influence on the Soldiers. 
D' Oyley, on the other hand, was an old brave 
Cavalier; and on that account, was not ſo agree- 
able to theſe Men, who had fought and triumphed 
with the ambitious Over : They ever looked up- 
on him with a kind of Diftaſte ; and tho” he had 
led them on with Glory and Succeſs, yet they could 
not be reconciled to a Perſon whom they knew in 
his Heart, to be an Enemy to their beloved Con- 
well, Therefore, on all Occaſions, they ſhewed 
a ſtrong Attachment to Raymund and Tyſon, who 
finding the Diſpoſition of theſe Veterans ſo fa- 
vourable to their ambitions Deſigns, reſolved to 
make Tools of them, in "favour of their own 
Schemes, and to ruin D'Oyley. The good Re- 
ception which that -brave Gentleman Rad lately 
given 
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given to ſeveral profeſſed Cavaliers, who came: 
over with a Deſign to ſettle, afforded theſe reſtleſs 
Spirits a new Topick to perſuade the Soldiers, that 


D' Oyley had ſiniſter Deſigns; that he encouraged fo 


many of the Royal Parry. with no other View, 
but, when he found hi roy cngogh, to ex- 
them as Republicans, and de for the King. 
his, joined with other Circumſtances,. ſoon in- 
flamed their uncaſyMinds ; it was therefore agreed, 
that D*Oyley ſhould be ſeized, and Raymund af- 
ſume the Government. Matters were almoſt 
brought to a Criſis, when the whole Deſign came 
to Light. D'Oyley immediately uſed every pro- 
per Precaution for his own Security, and that of 
the Iſland; and being reſolved to ſtrike boldly at 
firſt, that the Mutineers might ſee they had one to 
deal with, of too daring a Spirit — Inſults, 
ſeized Raymund and Tyſon immediately, tried them 
by a Court-Martial, where they were condemned, 
and in Conſequence of their Sentence, both ſhot to 
Death. Raymund expreſſed no Concern, but died 
with a haughty kind of Reſolution. Jen be- 
haved in a manner more becoming, and ſeemed 
penitent for the Part he had acted. 

This vigorous Step was ſufficient to convince 
the Mutineers they had a Man to deal with whoſe 
Courage and Reſolution was not eaſily ſhaken; 
and being now without a Head, they were in a 
Conſternation, and knew not how to behave ; for 
they were afraid of the juſt Reſentment of their 
Superiors, and, at the ſame time, were at a Loß 
how to proceed to ſecure themſelves. Open Force 
was now impracticable, and private Fraud not to 
be thought on ;. therefore they kept quiet, 'til 
D'Oley, having diſgraced ſome, and ſlighty pu- 
niſhed others, made their Apprehenſions ceaſe, and 
every thing again became ſettled. 

A little after this, Major Sedgwick, who, ſome 
time before, as I mentioned in my former, had 


been appointed Governor by Cromwell, arrived, 
to 
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to the great Satisfaction of thoſe of that Faction, 
and the Grief of almoſt every other on the Iſland, 
who were mighty well ſatisfied with D' Oyley's Ma + 
nagement: And indeed the Situation they were in 
required a Governor af his bold and active Tem- 


per; elſe the Iſland had never been preſerved from 


the Commotions, which. jarring. Factions always 
cauſe in a Country; But the good - Major foon 
died. I hear of no particular Acts of Govern- 
ment done by him; and indeed his Life was too 
ſhort to allow him an Opportunity of doing an 
thing conſiderable ; the Heat of the Climate, and 
Alteration of the Air, and way of living, cut him 
of in a few. Weeks after his Arrival. 
D' Oyle "Aga reſumed the Government, with 
ho Gd ill of the far better Part of the In- 


habitants, and behaved in ſuch an agreeable, yet 
reſolute manner, that he was not more beloved 
than feared : But tho* his good Qualifications 
rendered him every way fit to govern, and had 
been of ſuch Advantage to the Settlers, yet Oliver 


{till looked upon him as one unfit for his ofe : 
he entertained a ſecret Diſguſt, and could by no 
means reliſh, that one of the Royal Party ſhould 


govern an Engl;fb Colony; and therefore the Pro- 


tector, as ſoon as he received the News of Sedg- 
wwick's Death, ſent to Colonel Brayne, in Scot- 
land, who was a Creature of his own, and entirely 
devoted to his Intereſts, with expreſs Orders to 
ſhip off a Thouſand Men for Port-Patrick, and 
fail for Jamaica, where he was to take upon him 
the Government. That Body of Men was thought 
ſufficient to ballance the Number of Royaliſts, 
who had tranſported themſelves to Jamaica, eſpe- 
cially, as they were to be led and di by one 
whom the Uſurper could entirely truſt: But Co- 
lonel Brayne met the ſame Fate as Sedgwick had 
done before him ; he got to the Place,and began 
to exerciſe his new Government with abundance of 


Rigour, when he too was ſaatched off on a ſudden; 


and 
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and his Death once again reſtored D', a 
on thing; to its firſt- Situation. 

is Gentleman Rill continued to rule with 
greateſt 'Gobd-will'of the People, and Satisfuctioh 
— of thoſe WhO before were his Enemies. O. 
ver died foon after this, and the Rune being re. 
Wred, confrmed D' Oye, in his Government, 
who kept it Al after the zeſtoration 3 and never 
Governor ſince acted ſuck a Part for the Good 
of the Ifland: It was by his Courage and Con- 
duct the Spaniardt were expelled, and the Ne. 
groes ſubdued ; it was by his Prudence and Cate 
that the Army was ſeparated, and ſet to different 
'Parts to plant, which preſerved it from Mutinies; 
it was owing to his great Spirit, -that Raymund 
and Yen did not ſucceed in their bad Deſigns: 
By his Example the People were taught to be in-- 
duſtrious; he exacted no Taxes, — on what his 
Plantation produced, appeared, in private, like one 
of themſelves; and yet, when Occaſion required, 
exerted the Courage of the Soldier, the Prudence 
of the Stateſman, and Steadineſs of the Governor: 
He managed a Rabble, (for T can call them no bet- 
ter) brought them to Order, and made them afraid 
to ifobey': He had a warm Side to the Royal Par 
ty, and encouraged the loyal Sufferers, who retired - 
for Protection; yet he never treated any of the op- 
poſite Faction with the leaſt Scorn, nor did th 
ever feel a Hardſhip beyond what every one elſe 
felt at the fame Time. The Laws he governed 
them by were purely Military, and there was a 
Neceſſity for 12 They were moſtly military Men 
themſelves, and nothing but the ſtrict and hard 
Hand of Diſcipline could preſerve them quiet: 
And beſides, they were not yet out of Danger of 
another Attack from the Spaniards : Tus ex- 
pecte d, they would have been obliged to fight for 
what they had ; for the Spaniards threatened an In- 
vaſion ; and had the Iſland been governed by oft 


l: ſteady and couragious than D' Oyley, no _— 
ey 
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hy: would have it. Al theſe made th 


ity of Diſcipline al utely requifite, 
the Ne Good bf the ey of In mort, De 
one of che greatteft ben Governors tha 


was ſet over an | 
bly be 9 — : 


ed by ſuch an able Hand; 
tion, this brave Gentleman wits: 
Lord Windfor ſent in his Place. 

During his Time little e 
ing. Civil Law ky. te but in je 
wretched manner the firſt Planters under 
how to uſt their Arms better” than to . — 
Taſtice-chair: The Common Law was little known, 
and the Acts — — mr leſs. "hem Ko Ex- 
cellency took cure to out the owing, 
and 0e Aablih — Juſtice for the Diſch 
ing of private Right: Plain Good ſenſe was 
Rule of their Deciſions, and any Cauſe above their 
Reach was-carried to the Governor, who arbitra« 
tily decided the Affair. Tho hings' were in 
this indifferent Situation, yet theſe Times are ex 
tolled and preferred to the pteſent, when” they 
have every Plea conſidered to the known 
Laws of E — or the Statutes of 
their Aſſemblies. There was a — in their 
State, to conſidet their own Circumſtances; and, 
as they varied from the Exgliſßi Subjects, it bebe 
ved them to think of certain Regulations peeullar 
to their Situation: Theſe, they tell yon, were 
agreed on at private Cabals, where the moſt confi- 
derable Planters met, and in a friendly manner, 
— a * conſidered what was fit to be done 

ey did not then elect „ or had 
an Aſſembly of their own chufing; and yet ſo hap- 
Py were they i in ſatisfying the Minds of the People 
that their Regulations were never complained ned of 
Indeed the Governor ſtruek out what he ne gs wee 
improper, and perhaps added other Things, 
which ſometimes were not agreeable to theſe — 

ers 
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makers Inclinations; but upon the Whole, the 
Iſland was in a very flouriſhing Condition in the 
1 Lord MHinadſor's Government; for by this time the 
Ii  Buccaniers had begun the Trade of Pyrating, and 
1, made Money plenty. What likewiſe contributed 
not a little to the Advantage of the Colony, Was 
the Removal of a great many Gentlemen of Sia 
from other Iflands, who ſettled here. They 
the Fertility of the Soil would make ate are Kew 
for their Pains ; and therefore t chiefly 
Sir Thomas Moddiford, who babes this had oy 
red a vaſt Eſtate in Barbadoes, left that Place, and 
ſettled in Jamaica, where be ſet about Improve- 
ments, and ſhewed the Planters à fair Way of 
ing ſoon rich; he taught them how to nder 
e Sugar- cane, which — they were almoſ 
entirely ignorant of; and, with the greateſt, Good - 
nature, gave them all the Inſight he could. into the 
Method of planting, cleaning, grinding, boiling, 
and curing the Cane. He ſoon patented , vaſt 
Tracts of Land, and in a ſhort time reduced it 
into ſuc ach goo Order, that others, led by his Ex- 
at 5. 2 — of Gain purſued the ſame Way, 
they came to vie with any other 
of EN N —— for the Quantity and .Good- 
neſs of their Sugars, and at to outſtrip them 
all. The Revenues were at this Time but in- 
conſiderable ; . yet. the Impoſt on Goods, and 
Grants of the Planters, made a very handſome Sa- 
lary to the Governor, who lived well and eaſy; 
but his Lordſhip was not long after recalled, to ſa- 
tisfy the Court of Spain, which. complained of his 
encouraging Pyrates, after he had governed only 
about Two Years. . 

To him ſucceeded Sir Thomas Meddifora,. who. 
indeed brought the new Settlement to its 
Perfection; for by this Time there appeared a 
kind of Gr Bang among the Planters, and each 
ſtrove who ſhould i e his Lands to the beſt 

| Advantage: 
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dvantage : And the Money being now plenty, 
n — the many rich Prizes which — dai- 
ly carried in here, and taken from the Spaniards, 
they became wealthy, and had wherewithal to pur- 
chaſe Slaves, and other Neceſſaries, which they 
failed not to do; and by this means, in a little 
time the Face of things became quite altered. 
The Ifland not only became richer, but in Con- 
ſequence of that, more powerful; and ſoon ac- 
quir'd a ſufficient Number of Inhabitants, which 
enabled it not only to defend, but even made it 
terrible to its Neighbours ; for in the old Records, 
we find the Eſtimate of Families and Inhabitants 
taken at this time, on account of a ſuppoſed Dan 
ger of a Spaniſb Invaſion, to ſtand thus: 


Families. Inhabitants. 


4 — — — 
Port-Royal Pariſh sc ' 3500 
St. Katherine - 658] 6270 
St. Fohn - = - _ B83 996. 
St. Andrew - - 194 | 1552: 
St. David - 80 
St. Thoma 590 
Clarendon 1430 
St. George 
St. Mary 
St. Anne 2000 
St. James | 


St. Elizabeth | 


1717 17298 


Theſe were all the Pariſhes' into which the 
Illand was then divided; and by this Account it is 
ſurprizing to obſerve how ſuddenly this Colony 
became potent; and yet more ſtrange to conſider, 
that from that time till now, they are not 20000 
creaſed. H ai 


| : | mY \ 
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But the chief Reaſon of this Increaſe ſeems 1g 
be owing to the great Reſort of the Privateeri, 
who made Jamaica a kind of Home: This h 
no ſooner known, but Peqple of deſperate ho- 
tunes, and thoſe Who could not endure the- 
active State in which England chen was, t- 
ſported themſelves hither; ſome, invited by u- 
vantageous Proſpects, ſettled, and others Went x 
. rambling on the Seas, in Search of what un 
they could find; and indeed they had ſuch ſu- 
priſing Succeſs, as will perhaps ſcarce gain Belief 
in ſucceeding Ages. Had their Courage and Con- 
duct been employ d in 1 ing a better Cauſ, 
their Fame might have equalled the Glory of ay, 
either of antient or modern Heroes; but the-indelible 
Stain of Pyracy ſullies their great Actions, and 
makes them looked upon ab Diſturbers of Mankind, 
_ Nb who are only famous for Murder an 
nk juſt this Sentiment may be, can't 
help giving ſome of their furprifing Attempts 3 
Place in this: Relation; and I'm ſure, a great many 
uſeful Refleftions will -oceur -to your Mind, on 
reading an Abſtract of their Lives; You will ſer 
how far natural Courage will lead a Man: how 
far the Love of Gain will excite a Spirit of ſuch; 
Stamp; and what Havock Idleneſs and Slavery 
make in a Country where chey prevail; for had the 
filly daſtardly Spaniards k as well Row to 
manage the Sword as to dilly with a Miſtreß, 
neither Moergun, nor any of the reſt, had gained 
ſach Advantages, or eſtabliſn'd an immortal Glory 
at the Expence of their CharaQter. 1 
Junaica, as I have ſaid, was the common Re- 
ſort of the Pyrates; there they were ſure of Pro- 
tection, and whatever Neceffaries they wanted; 
editions, and took care to ſupply their Veſſel 
Return, their ill-got Riches were there {quan- 
dered avay. I can't tell if it was bad Folie) dt: 
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was certainly bad Morality)! to encourage 

— In the Infancy of that Colony tie wete 
under perperual rperual- Apprehenſions of an Attack from 
Spain: : Tr had private Diſturbances amo _ 
— and 3 were likely ta 

greateſt Difficulties; —— ien — 
—1 eu depend upon, b tag nas ror oy 
The old Grudge berwixt the N 


Ii: and C 
avellians remained, and after tlie —— 


more open than ever; for - few of the firſt Con- 
querors were allowed Places of Truſt or Profit; 
and this could not fail to craſperute thoſe brave 
Spirits, wh had venturtd their Les ãn che Con- 
queſt: They berame diſcontemed, and the G- 
vernors ſooti perceived they wre noti to be depend- 
ed upon; and as they were the on Party that un- 
derſtood th= — War, . — 12 — 4 _ 
being formidable to a raw | 
had lately come over, and thro” a too — Ir. 
vour were encoura This ſeemed to make the 
Entertainment of Fyruter neceſſury on a double 
Account; Firſt, That their Power and 'Coura 
might balance the others; ander, That the rich 
Prizes they daily bought in, ſhould) bea Dufe, 
and turn the Thoughts of theſe RepubHican"to' the 
Methods of 'zcquiring Riches, And indeed it 
1 a good Fiece of Policy; for they no ſvoner 
ound their Account in joining with che * | 
than they forgot their old Murmurs, 7 
the Adminiſtration, and ure 
on of Parties was quite lot. 
But to — ns finther with theſe Cos. 


jectures, I ſhall proceed ta give a hort Acebunt of 


ſome of the moſt ndted of theſe Geitlemen of Por- 
tune, whom Glory and Succeſs ftill attended, and 
whoſe Memories are revered tb this Day in a 


Place which hired fo e n e Naehe they 


unjuſtly acquired- 


The frft — meet ee ws 
Barthelomen, a Portagusſe, à bold daring def 
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| — Fellow ; He ſet out with a very few Hand 
| Jamaica, the whole Number not exceeding 
Thirty: His Veſſel was only a poor leaky Scooner, 
{which is a ſmall kind of Sloop they uſe for tu. 
i porting Sugars from the diſtant Parts of the Iſland 
by Sea to \Port-Royal) mounted with four Im 
. They: crazed for fervce? Dali 
pe upon. for ys 0 
the | Coaſts, but finding no Prize, ſteered. ther 
. Courſe to Cape de Coriente in Cuba. Here he m 
aà fine Ship of Twenty Guns and Seventy Men, 
bound to the Hawannah from Maracaibo and 
Cartbagena: Tho' the Odds were fo great, herb 
folved N her, and — ——— Word 
encouraged his Aſſociates, began the Engagement; 
but notwidhftandin their Bravery and :Reſolutids, 
the Numbers of the Enemy prevailed, and they 
were obliged to retire with Loſs ;. but having come 
up with her again, herenewed the Attack, and per- 
formed his ſo well, that ae af the was glad 
render. This: Ship proved an excellent: Relief; 
they quitted their Scooner, and took to the Prize; 
bat the: contrary Winds hindering their Return to 
 Famaica, they directed their Courſe to: Cape bt. 
Antony, on the Weſt-fide of Cuba, where they re- 
"bived to furniſh themſelves with Water, for which 
at that time they had great Occaſion. 
But in their Way thither they unexpectedly fell 
in with Three Guarda Caſta n bound from Neu- 
Apis to the Hawannah : They ſaw there Was 0 
oſſibility of Eſcape, and after a ſmart Engage- 
ment were taken and made Priſoners. 
2000008 2 Chan = — 0 
Hopes, depreſſed their Spirits exceedingly; 
for the Prize h had — had on board, 
ere Weight of Cocoa, — —— WY "wy 
Eight; yet they ſtill appeared rather. 
melancholy, — rather angry than dejeQted. 
Mean time. a Storm ſeparated the Veſſels, and at 
den they had drove for ſeveral Days, came at 1 — 
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anpec hie, where the Pyrates were well known. 
he Magiſtrates ſent the proper Officers to ſecure 
hem, and without much Ceremony or Form, con- 
lemned poor Bartholomew to be hanged. This Sen- 
ence was intended to be executed next Day; and, in 
e mean time, leſt he ſhould eſcape, they kept 
him aboard of the Ship. In this critical J uncture 
de provided Two large earthen Jars, and began to 
ontrive his Liberty, which he effected; for in the 
ight-time, when all was quiet, he ſtabbed his 
Keeper, and having tied the empty Jars to his 
Body, jump'd in the Sea, and with ſome Difficul- 
ty got ſafely aſhore. | He immediately took Re- 
uge in the Woods, and lived there ſeveral Days 
on Herbs, and ſuch Fruits as that Wild could af- 
ford. , 9104 - F. WAI 131): ,0191) 38) 
Strict Search was made after him, but to no 
Purpoſe ; for he had ſo well concealed himſelf iir the 
Hollow of a Tree, that they never imagined he 
was there: However, he ſaw the Danger he was 
in, and therefore reſolved to get further off. The 
Place he deſigned for; was Del Gol Triſte, Forty 
Leagues diſtant from echie; but his Circum- 
ſtances were at this time ſo miſerable, that had he 
not been indued with uncommon Courage and Re- 
ſolution, he durſt not have attempted it; for he 
was almoſt famiſhed for want of Meat, and re- 
duced to ſuch a low Paſo, that nothing but his in- 
rincible daring Spirit could have ſupported him. 
He ventured abroad, but had not got far on his 
Journey, till he found a large River, which he 
was obliged to croſs; He was a bad Swimmer, 
and had no Boat; in this Exigency he diſcovered 
an old Board, which the Waves had thrown on 
Shore; from it he ſtruck out the Nails, and whetted 
ſome of them with incredible Pains, till they be- 
came ſharp like a Knife; with theſe ſorry Inſtru- 
ments he cut a great many ſmall Boughs off the 
Trees, and having tied them very neatly: together, 
rentured in this kind of Veſſel to croſs the River, 
Which 
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which he effected; and aſter a few. Days Tm 
reached Golfs Te iſſe, Where he was welcomed by 
Crew of-Pyrates, that, were-there.inithatiBay He 
ſoon; made them acquainted with his Musfortunes, 
and begged their Aſuſtance; he told them, if they 
would only allow him a Boat; and twenty: Men, he 
9 Camnpec bie aud ſec — 

on the; Sh). They willingly granted 
Demand, and hawing. got all Neceſſaries provided 


no Apprehenſion of Danger, he reſolved to attack 
the very Ship which had brought him thithers 
Priſoner: This he ſoon did, and eaſily 

the Crew, (for they were received aboard, with 
out the leaſt Suſpicion of their Deſigu) and imme- 
duately- they ſeized the Maſter; the Sailors wer 
unprovided for an Engagement, and eaſily yi 
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| Braflions is the nent that was fümous e: 
was by Birth * da Pe and 
Brafil, w or 
E LS the Durch W Mae Company 
yoo een others, went in, Search Sankt th 
Re Fer t to 7 amaica ſaw 


> Way fo likely to do 1 Pyrates. 
alias ſoon diſtingu i himſelf; e Ned 


thing, avoided no 7; oovy and 1445 — 
the moſt difficult En 

] himſelf with Honour, and b | 

oked upon as one that was 

eader. He ſoon made a Poly: — having . 
pyed a good Number to leave their Captain, he” 
as unanimouſly _— in his Place. 

They were not | ar Bog yo me ga fmall vet 
, in which they each ſeek for new, Ad- 
ntures. In a few Days they came up 2 
hip from New-Spain, which after Imall Refi-” 
ance, they took. She proved an excellent Prize, | 
aving a vaſt Quantity of Plate and Silver aboard, 
hich they brought to Jamaica, and ſoon ſquans 
ered away in r 

Their next 2 

Storm ſplit their Veſſel to Picce,, — 

ates with a great deal of Difficulty, go 
wa Canoe, near Campechie: They reſolved: to 
irect their Courſe: to Golfo Trifts, it bein 
ace where they could ſooneſt expect Reli 

ccount of its being a Haunt of the Pyrates, Bo 
ſe it when th 2 * Occaſion for freſh Wa- 
er. They had Raule le Pfoviſions, but they ſtill kept 
on their Voyage with a Courage and Reſolution 
peculiar to themſelves ; but in a little time were 
harmed with the Sight of a Troop of "Spantards, - 

no were marching: that way in n Puefic of th 

he Pyrates were Thitty i in all, and the Se. 
:ards a Hundred well armed and mounted. Na- 
Hliam, no Ways diſcouraged at the Odds, anima 
ed his brave Companions to the Charge; 14 
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when, the Spaniard: came within Shot, they tock 
their Aim © well that every one filled Fea 
The Fight continued for a great While with equi 
Fury on both Sides, but at: laſt the Spaniard 
were put to the Flight, having loſt more than hal 
their Number ; on the Pyrates Side only Tyy 
were killed and Ten wounded. _ _» 
After this dangerous Engagement they ſeized 
on the Horſes which were ſcattered about, a 
made all the Diſpatch they could to the Place the 
had firſt intended ; But as they proſecuted thei 
Journey, they happened to ſpy a Boat from Can 
pechie, well manned, that rode at Anchor, pro- 
tecting a ſmall Number of Canoes, that were em 
Ployed in landing Wood. Hereupon a Detach 
ment was immediately ſent to ſecure her for thei 
Uſe, which they effected with very little Labour, 
But altho' they had now a Means of tranſporting 
themſelves from this hoſtile Climate, they yet 
wanted Proviſions to ſuſtain themſelves during the 
Voyage. To remedy this, they fell to killing 
their Horſes ; and having found abundance of Sal 
in their new Veſſels, cured it for Uſe. On thi 
Poor Diet they fed, till they could provide them. 
ſelves better, which was not long; for they hap 
pened in a few Days, to come up with | another 
Ship bound for Marracaibo, from Neww-Spain 
and having boldly attacked her, forced the Crev 
to yield, tho' they were more than double their 
Number, and in every Reſpect well armed; but 
nothing could withſtand the Fury of theſe Delpe- 
radoes ; they took the Ship committed mol 
horrid Cruelties on the poor Spaniards, torturing 
them after ſuch a manner as is ſhocking to relate. 
Here they found a conſiderable Quantity of Mo- 
ney, and other valuable Effects, all which were 
carried to Jamaica, and according to 
waiſted in a few Days in Taverns, and Places of 
Debauckery : Wine and Women drained their 
Wealth to ſuch a Degree, that in 3 
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ſome of them became reduced to Beggary. They 
have been known to ſpend 2 or 3000 Pieces of Eight 
in one Night; and one of them gave a Strumpet 
500 to ſee her naked. They uſed to buy a Pipe 
of Wine, place it in the Street, and obliged every 
one that paſſed to drink; at other times they 
would ſcatter it about them in large Quantities, 
thinking it excellent Diverſion to wet the Ladies 
Clothes as they went along, and force them to run 
from the Showers of Wine. : 

Thus they ſpent their ill- got Goods in all kind 
of .Lewdneſs, till Poverty beginning to threaten 
them, they were obliged to make another Voyage; 
but in it they had the Misfortune to be ſurprized 
and taken, as they were viewing the Fort at Cam- 

zchie in their Boat. The Governor was glad of 
—— got them into his Hands, and reſolved to 
hang them every Man: They were caſt into a 
Dungeon till the Day of their Execution; but at 
this critical time Braſiliauo wrote a Letter as from 
other Pyrates, directed to the Governor, wherein 
he told him, that if he proceeded to any Severities 
with thoſe now in his Power, they would be re- 
venged, and never give Quarter to any of the 
$paniþ Nation, who ſhould thereafter fall into 
their Hands. 

This Letter had the deſired Effect; for the Go- 
vernor knew they were a deſperate Set of Vil 
lains, that would ſtick at nothing to accompliſh a 
bloody Revenge; and as that Place had been often 
viſited by. the Pyrates, they had not forgot either 
their Courage or Cruelty, and did not care to 
expoſe themſelves to their Fury anew : There- 
fore, by Advice of his Council, he thought 
it moſt prudent to forbear putting them to 
Death; but leſt they might be tempted to re- 
venge the bad Uſage they had already met with, 
he took care to ſend every one of them in the 
Galleons to Old Spain. 

But 
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Baut an European Climate did not agree with 
theſe Gentlemens Conſtitution ; they ſoon got rid. 
of their newMaſters, and came all again toFamaice 
with the very firſt Opportunity, where they were 
kindly received, and ſoon furniſhed with a Veſſd 
to renew their Depredations, which they effeQual. 
ly did ; for they committed horrid Barbarities on 
the Span; Coaſts. Braſfi/iano had an inveterate 
Spite to that Nation, and expreſſed it in a very 
terrible manner; for ſome of them he roaſted alive 
on wooden Spits ; others he tortured with lighted 
Matches put under their Arm-pits 3 and to be a 
Spaniard, was a Crime ſufficient to incur Death; 
nay, it was happy for them, if they met it with 
out firſt feeling the Effects of his brutal Rage, by 
a long Courſe of Torments. Thus he continued 
for many Years, ſtill fucceſsful in his Attempts, 
and highly regarded by his Fellow-villains, over 
whom he had ſuch Command, that in all his Ad- 
ventures there never was one Mutineer, which is 
a rare thing aboard of a Pyrate-ſhip. 

The Spaniards were ſo miſerably hara ſſed, that 
they reſolved to diminiſh the Number of their trad- 
ing Veſſels; by this means they perſuaded them- 
ſelves the Pyrates would leave off their Robberies, 
when they found they could not get good Prizes; 
But this Method proved ineffectual ; tor they were 
reſolved to have Money from them at any Rate; 
and finding they could not meet any Ships of 
Value, reſolved to land and plunder the Country: 
This they often did very ſucceſsfully. Lewis 
Scot was the firſt who began this bold Method 
of Robbing ; he ſacked and pilla Campechie ; 
and, after he had exacted an exorbitant Sum for 
the Ranſom of the Town, left it. At the ſame 
time Ma» foelt took the Iſland of St. Katherine , 
which he plundered of every thing that was valu- 
able, and extorted large Sums from the Priſoners 
by Way of Ranſom. 25 
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But he who at this time committed the greateſt, 
Depredations, was one John Davis, born in Ja- 
naica: He made an Attempt on Nicaragua with 
Eighty Men (having taken care to conceal his Ship 
in a Creek, and left Ten of the Crew to look at- 
ter her.) With this ſmall handful he failed up 
the River in Canoes, in the Night- time, leſt their 
black Deſgns ſhould be diſcovered ; and arriving 
at the City the Third Night after their ſetting 
out, the cy who kept the Polit of the River, 
thought they were Fiſhermen, and allowed them 
to land without a Challenge ; but they were no 
ſooner aſhore, than they ſoon diſpatched him, and 
then boldly entered the Town, having a run- 
away Indian for their Guide; and knocked at 
the Doors of ſome of the chief Inhabitants, who 
ſuſpecting no Danger, ordered them to be let in. 
"Theſe Villains no ſooner got Entrance, than they 
began to exerciſe their wonted Cruelties : Some 
they immediately murdered, others they bound and 
gagged; and thus having diſpoſed of the Proprie- 
tors, they pillaged their Houſes ; nor did they 
ſpare the very Churches, plundering them of every 
thing of Value; and having amaſſed a great 
Quantity of Goods and Riches, began to think it 
time to retire ; for ſome Inhabitants having found 
means to eſcape, gave the Alarm, and the Citi- 
zens were run to Arms, and aſſembled in the Mar- 
ket· place, with a Reſolution to repel theſe bold 
Invaders : But the Pyrates, having got what they 
defired, loſt no Time, retreated to their Canoes,. 
and got down to their Ship in Triumph, carrying 
with them a great deal of Riches, and a good 
many Priſoners.. 

Having been thus ſucceſsful, they ſet Sail, but 
firſt obliged their wretched Captives to prevail on 
the neighbouring Plantations to furniſh them with 
as much good Proviſion as would carry them to 
Jamaica. They had ſcarce ſalted and diſpoſed 
of it aboard, when they had Intelligence of a 

E 2 ſtrong, 
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ſtrong Body of Spaniards, that were advancing 
with a pate to par them: This made them 
uſe. the quickeſt Diſpatch to get to Sea,: They 
were no ſooner ready to ſet Sail, than Five Hun- 
dred Spaniards, well armed, appeared on the Sea- 
fide ; they immediately let fly ſeveral Broad-fides. 
at them, which put the Party into no ſinall. Confu- 
fon while they failed off with the Booty, in their 
very Sight. They got by this Expedition no lef 
than 50, ooo Pieces of Eight, with which they 
faſely reached Jamaica, and ipent it after their 
common Cuitom. 1 

Davis grew famous. This Exploit gained him 
univerſal Reputation for Courage. Nothing was 
talked of in Jamaica, but his Valour and Con- 
duct; the Planters'were in Love with his Succeſ, 
and he wanted nothing that was requiſite to enable 
him to undertake another Voyage. He ſoon 
a great many Men together. who. voluntarily of- 
fered themſelves : He received them well; and 
having, by means of his Friends in Jamaica, pro- 
vided ſeven {mall Veſſels, he manned them and 
ſet out to Sea. He was choſen Admiral of this 
Fleet, and they all took their Directions from him. 
A great While paſſed, before any thing conſidera- 
ble happened in his Way ; at length he determi- 
ned to attack Sr. Auguſtin in Florida, which B; 
guarded by a Caſtle with Two hundred Men: He 
ſoon carried the Place, and having entered Sword. 
in Hand committed horrid Murders ;. then, hav- 
ing pillaged the Town, retired without the: 
Loſs of one Man. 2 

I have now brought this Hiſtory to. a Time 
when the Colony was in its greateſt Glory, When 
Money was ſo ents, that Port- Royal was 
ed the richeſt Spot of Ground in the World. 

I ſhall here ſtop, and give you time to refſect 

is ſurprizing Change. Hand lately con- 

quc red, unſiealthful and mutinous, appearing 7" 
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w Years powerful and rich. In my next I ſhall 
— ou an Account of the famous Morgan, one 
hoſe Name is, to this Day, a Terror to Spain, 
and whoſe Fame will never die in Jamaica, as 
long as the World laſts. PEAS 
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SIR, | | 4 

AM now to preſent you with an Abſtract 

of a Life, that in all its Parts, is extraordina- 
ry and ſurprizing ;-a Man born of mean and ob- 
ſcure Parents, without Learning or any thing 
elſe but his Courage to ſupport him, advanced to 
the Dignity of a Lieutenant-Governor, over one 
of the fineſt Colonies in America, performing Ac- 
tions almoſt incredible; with a deſperate Few, 
ſtorming Towns and defeating Thoutands, carry- 
ing the Terror of his Name to the! remoteſt 
Corners of the New World, and making Viceroys 
tremble at the Head of Armies ! 

Such a one was Sir Henry Morgan, born in the 
Principality of Wales. His Father was a Farmer, 
of pretty good Repute, who deſigned his Son for 
the ſame way of Life; but his inclinations were 
turned another Way; and finding his Father po- 
fitive in his Reſolution, bid him adieu, and ram- 
bled to Briſtol, where be bound himſelf a Servant 
for Four Vears, and was tranſported to Barba- 
does ; there was fold, and ſerved his Maſter with a 
great deal of Fidelity. But his, Term of Years 
was no ſooner expired, than he rat Fa himſelf 
off for Jamaica, reſolving to join the Pyrates, 
and puſh for a Fortune along with them. He 
found Entertainment. immediately on his Arrival, 
on Board a Sloop, which was to cruize upon the 

E 3 Spaniſh 
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| ' Spani/oCoaſts ; and. behaved with ſuch Reſolution 
and Courage, that he ſoon became famous. Hay. 
ing made ſeveral proſperous / Voyages, he took 
care to ſecure his Share of the Booty in good 
Hands. He ſaw the Exceſs and Debauchery of 
his Fellows; and that they became ſoon reduced 
to the loweſt Shifts, by their laviſh Expences on 
their Arrival: But he, having vaſt Deſigns in View, 
lived moderate, and got ſoon together as much 
Money as purchaſed a Veſſel for himſelf; and, 
having a fine Crew, put to Sea. His Succeſs was 
at firſt but ſmall, but afterwards he togk ſeveral 
Prizes, which he carried to Jamaica, and diſpoſed 
of. He made afterwards many ſucceſsful Rxpe 
ditions, and his Name grew ſo famous, that Magi 
welt, an old Pyrate having equipped a conſidem - 
ble Fleet, with a Deſign upon the Spaniard, 
pitched on Morgan to be his V.ice Admiral : They 
failed from Jamaica with Fifteen Ships and Five 
hundred Men, and arrived at the Iſle of Sr. Ks 
#herine's, ſituate near the Continent of C Ri- 
ca. Here they landed, and made ſuch a furious 
Attack, that they obliged the Caſtle and Gariſon 
to ſurrender : They became intire Maſters of the 
Iſland and reſolving to preſerve it for their own 
proper Uſe, placed an Hundred of their Men in 
— of the Forts, entirely demoliſhing all the 
There is a ſmall Iſland adjoining to St. Katha 
rine s, which is ſo near, that a Bridge may reach 
betwixt them; this they likewiſe took, and hav- 
ing pillaged the Iſland of every thing of Value, 
retired to their Ships, leaving proper Orders with 
the Gariſon they had placed in the Caſtle. The) 
carried off a great many Spaniſo Priſoners; and 
judging it imprudent to allow them to continue in 
the Iſland for fear of their creating a Diſturbance, 
they ſteered for Puerto Velo, where the Spani# 
Prifoners were ſet aſhore ; and thence began © 
eruize on the Coaſts of C Rica, defigning to 
| proceed 
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d a great deal further in purſuit of new 


Conqueſts. But the Governor of Panama havi 


Intelligence of their Arrival and Deſigns, Þ 
to give them a very warm R tion ; and having 
got together a great Body of Men, he reſolved to 


march, and drive them to their Ships: But they 


did not think it proper to wait his 2 for 
knowing they were diſcovered, and that they had 
not a ſufficient Foree to fight him, they retired to 
their Ships, and put to Sea. | 4 

They made directly for St. Katharine s, where 
they found their Gariſon in Health, and every thing 


in an extraordinary good Situation. Le Sieur Si- 


mon, a Frenchman, whom they had left to com- 
mand, had performed his Part to their intire Sa- 
tisfaction. Man ſuelt would fain have kept the 
Iſland, it being ſo convenient for his Deſigns, 
and for that Reaſon, applied to the Governor of 
amaica for Aſſiſtance; but his Excellency well 
ew he durſt not countenance them in ſuch an 
open manner: Neither would it have been of Ad- 
vantage to Jamaica; for the Pyrates had infalli- 
bly made St. Katharine's their Place of Rendez- 
vous ; and by this means that Stream of Riches, 
which flowed fo plentifully by their means in Ja- 
maica, had been diverted into-another Chanel. 

Manfoelt applied next to the Governor of 
Tortuga, but with like Succeſs ; ſoon after, he 
8 his wicked Life, and the Iſland of Sz. Ka- 
tharine's was retaken by. the $ paniards. Morgan 
did all he could to prevent its falling into their 
Hands, but to-no Purpoſe ; yet notwithſtanding 
he retained his Courage and Spirit, and began to 
Dat another Fleet, in order to carry on his 

igns. 

In leſs than Two Months he ſaw himſelf at the 
Head of Twelve ſtout Ships and 700 fighting 
Men; and, now judging himſelf ſufficiently 
ſtrong to attempt ſomething of Conſequence, he 

was 
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janet Town'in the Ifland of 
the Pyrates hoped for a rich an and 
directed their Courſe to that Part of the 
which lies neareſt it, reſolved to land in EI Puerw 


2 55 Puerto 2 Princ 


have prove fatal to 
whom they detained a Priſoger, havi 
means to eſcape, ran directly to the T 
e the Alarm. The a — 
— nova 2 i 
ence or Courage could 

and armed the People of the Gi, both Freemen 
and Slaves; ordered vaſt Quantities of Trees to 
be cut down, and laid croſs the Roads, to obitrudt 
their Paſſage; placed ſeveral Ambuſcades in con- 
venient Places; ſeized an advantageous Paſs, tho 
which the Pyrates were expected to march ; and, 
with the reſt of his Forces, encamped on a fine 
Plain, from whenee they could ſee the Pyrates ad- 
vancing a great way off. 

Morgan with his Party, was furpriſed to-find 
the Avenues rendred impaſſable; they knew they 
had been diſcovered, but it was now too late to 
think of a Retreat: They animated each other, ani 
3 to face all the Difficulties in their way; 

turning out of the common Road, they tw 
relle thro the Woods, and ſo eſcaped the Am 
buſcades; and with a great deal of Difficulty 


reached the Plain, where the n lay in- 


The Governor immediately charge chem; wee” 
4 157 ooo Fight began. The Spaniards | 


very well ; but there was no ſtanding * the 
Fury 
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ſhould get to their 
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Fury of the Pyrates, who fought like ſo many. Mad 
. and underſtanding exactiy how to handle 
their Weapons, killed a vaſt Number of 8 arde. 
The EG Treat laſted Four Hours. 
vernor, an great: monty Gentlemen of Note; 
were killed on the Field of Battle.” At laſt the 
Rout began, the Spaniards —.— — | 
urſued the victorious tes People 
a the Town made a very Defence, but were 
forced to ſurrender, 'The own was tam and Shes 
became a Prey to the rapacious Conquerors: They 
drove the Men, Women and Children, promiſ- 
cuouſly into the Churches, where they ſbat them 
in, and fell to Feaſting and Riot, white they al- 
lowed their Priſoners nothing to. ſupport Nature. 
They continued —_— up all the Wealth they 
could get, W diſpatch - — into Ae 
try, which returne wi great Booty 
Poa to think of remoying but firſt 

the inhuman Methods to per che N= 
tarved Spaniards to — — 2 2 
menting them to that e pride 
ſides a a Multitude, mer * 
mine. 

Proviſions 


ſom for the Town, a few of ng. Priſoners were ſet 
at Liberty, to endeavour to the Sum. © At 
this time a Negro was caught' with Lettery from 
the Governor of Sr. Jaga, to fome of the * 
pal Inhabitants of the Town; wherein 
quainted them with his Intention of coming very 
ſpeedily to their Relief, and deſiring them not to 
enter into an y Agreemet with the Pyrates; but put 
off their Denis E ted Excuſes, till he 
ſtance. hi unſeaſonadle 
Piece of News put the es in à kind of Ter- 
ror; but concealing their Intelligence from the 
Towaſmen „when their —— returned, and _ 
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them their Endeavours had been ineffeQual ; for 
they could not find Means to raiſe the Money; 
Morgan ſeemed good-natured all of a ſudden, and 
told them, he would depart, if they would only 
Yrovide five hundred Beeves, and falt them, 
or victualling his Ships. This they xeadily con- 
ſented, and accordingly performed in a few Days, 
He then ſet fail; but an unhappy Diviſion fallingout 
among his Crew, on account of a Frezchman's being 
baſely ſtabb'd by one of the Exgliſb Sailors, the 
French parted from Morgan, notwithſtanding he uſed 
the utmoſt Art to keep — with him. The Criminal 
he put in Chains, and carried to Jamaica; where he 
cauſed him to be hanged. The Prize they took at 
Puerto del Principe, did not amount to more than 
Fifty thouſand Pieces of Eight, which, when it came 
to be divided, was ſcarce ſuſſicient to defray their 
Debts in Jamaica; therefore they inſtantly rs 
ſolved to go in queſt of ſome new Adventure ; and 
being encouraged by Captain Morgan, they n- 
ſolved to be led by him, without inquiring into hu 
Deſigns, having an intire Reliance upon hig good 
Conduct, Courage, and Abihties.. | 
Having his Crew fo much at Command, he ſet 
Sail with Four hundred and Fifty Men in Nine 
ſmall Ships, and made towards Cota Rica; there 
he imparted his Deſign of attacking Puerto Felt 
to his whole Company. Several objected agai 
the Attempt, ,' becauſe they had not a ſufficient 
Number to think of Succeſs againſt fo ſtrong 1 
City. But Morgan replied, * If our Numben 
are ſmall, our Hearts are great; and the fen- 
« er we are, the better Shares we. ſhall have in the 
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is Hope of Riches made them quit their 
Fears, and they ſhewed an Ambition of daring the 


Danger. Indeed, if we conſider the Boldnels df 
this Attempt, it will ſcarce find a Parallel in Hi 


Kory.. 
a9; Puerto 
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Puerto Velo is about Fourteen Leagues from the 
Gulf of Darien, and Eight Weſtwards of Nombre 
de Da, and is one of the ſtrongeſt Places in the 
Weſt-Indies : It is guarded by three Caſtles, which 
are almoſt impregrable, two of them ſituated at 
the Entry of the Port, ſo that no Ship or Boat can 
pals without Permiſſion: Theſe are not only well- 
gariſoned, but the Town conſiſts, beſides, of near 
fre hundred Families. The Merchants have 
here tacir chief Ware-houſes, and 'tis a Place of 
extraordinary Trade. | 

Mos gan was perfectly well acquainted with all 
the Avenues to the City. Twas Night when he 
came to Puerto de Naos, about Ten Leagues Weſt 
of Puerio Velo: They failed up the River from 
theuce to Puerto Pontin, where they came to an 
Anchor. They took Boats, and about Midnight 
came to Eſtera longa le Mos, where they all went 
aſhore, and marched by Land to the firſt Poſts of 
the City. An Engliſoman, who had been a Pri- 
ſoner in this Place, ſerved them for a Guide. 


This Fellow had abundance of Courage, and 
was fit for the greateſt Attempts : Beſides, he was 
puſhed on with Deſires of Revenge for the bad 
Uſage he had met with from the Spaniards, had 
inflamed his Mind to ſuch a Degree, that he liſted 


a Pyrate, with no other View than to be reveng- 
ed; and this being the Place where he was for- 
merly confined, he exerted himſelf on that Ac- 
count with the greateſt Courage, as well as Art 
and Dexterity. 

There were only Three more, daring like him- 
ſelf, who offered themſelves to go and ſecure the 
Centry, They went on with the greateſt Cau- 
tion; for, on their artful Management of this 
brit Attempt, the whole Succeſs of their Expediti- 
on depended : When they were got near enough, 
they at once laid hold of the Centinel, and 
that ſo ſuddenly, that he had not Time, -or Pre- 
ſence of Mind to give the Alarm, by firing his 

=_— Muſket ; 


1 


BY A New HrsToxyY Letters 
Muſket.; and ating rovided againſt 7 = 
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en finiſhed what 

to Morgan with a 
poor for W. retch, being terrified wit 
their Wipes, beeh diſcovered all he knew, toll 
them in Wat Situation the Caſtie and Garin 
wete, and every Thing elſe which they demand 
On che welcome l he gave them, thy 
Inſtantly "marched, carry —_— Spaniard 
Uong”; and, having 80 — to the Caſtle, in- 
tirely ſurrounded i it; and by this means effect 
ally prevented any from going in, or "coming 


The Spaniard, whom they had taken, was cum. 
manded to bid them ſurrender, and if they refuſed 
to threaten the utmoſt Severity ; but he had m 
other Return, but from the outh of their Cm 
non. This gave the Alarm to the City; andthe 
Pyrites, afraid leſt a ſuperior Force from tht 

er ſhould attack them, made a furious Af 
Gault and carried the Place. They were no ſoon- 
er in Poſſeſſion, but they drove the miſerable Sju- 
mards into one Place, and preſently ſet Fire to 
the Magazine of Powder, which in an Inſtant de 
ſtroyed them. 
— They next marched to the City, which they 
entered without any Difficulty ; for the Inlubi 
tants were like ſo — diſtracted Perſons, running 
about, and not knowing which Hand to turn to. 
The Governor uſed his utmoſt to rally, and re 
duce them to Order; but in vain: -He'therefore, 
with ſome of the chief Inhabitants, returned u 
another Caſtle, which yet was unaſſaulted by the 
Pyrates ; ; thither a ow} many reſorted and ca: 
ned their Riches and beſt Goods. The ſucceſt 

17 tes began a miſerable Havock; and tho 

overnor fired inceflantly upon them from the 
Cult, yet it had no other Effect, but to ſpur 15 
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do their Bufineſs with the greater Diſpatch. 
They rifled not only the Houſes, but the Church- 
es. In the mean time, they found that they had 
Joſt a great many of their Companions ; and, be- 
ing fluſhed with Deſires of Revenge, unanimouſly 
rlolred to attack the Caſtle, which had done 
them ſuch Miſchief, and where they knew there 
was a vaſt Quantity of Riches lodged. They be- 
gan the Aſſault with ſurprizing ——— and 
did a great deal of Hurt to the Gariſon; for they 
took their Aim ſo well, that they never miſſed to 
ſhoot the Spaniards, whenever they came to load 
the Guns. Amidſt the Horror of this Aſſault, 
both Parties behaved with equal Courage : and 
the Pyrates, obſerving the ſtout Reſiſtance they 
met with, prepared Fire-balls, with which they 
deſigned to fire the Gates : But having approach- 
ed to the Walls, the Gariſon threw down huge 
Stones and Flaſks of Powder, which killed a great 
many, and obliged the reſt to retire. In this Dif- 
order Morgan ſcarce knew how to behave'; he 
ſaw it almoſt impracticable to carry the Place, and 
yet his high Spirit would not allow him to give 
over the Aſſault. But he had certainly been 
obliged to deſiſt, if at that very Inſtant be had 
not perceived Engl; Colours ſet upon the Walls 
of the other Caſtle, which another Body of the 
Pyrates had ſucceſsfully ſtormed. This Sight en- 
couraged his fainting Troops to renew the Attack; 
and having prepared large ſcaling Ladders, com- 
manded the religious Perſons, whom he had ta- 
ken from the Monafteries, to fix them to the 
Walls: They were obliged to obey ; and having 
approached the Caſtle, conjured the ſteady Gover- 
nor by all the Saints to deliver up the Place ; but 
he bravely refuſed, and let Morgan know his Po- 
licy ſhould have no Effect; for the craf Pyrate 
had employed the Priefts and N uns, Pelicving 
that the Reverence, which the Spaniards bore 
them, would have — from firing. 
| | Tue 
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The Governor did all that could be 


from a brave Man; he fired with the utmoſt 
and killed great Numbers of the Religious: But 


notwithſtanding his —— the Ladden 
were TR e Pyrates mounted with in- 


credible Reſolution, carrying Fire- balls and Pitch. 
ers full of Powder in their Hands, Which they 
threw among the Spariards, who perceiving theit 
Enemies entered, (after a very ſharp Enga 
threw down their Arms, and begged for Quarter; 
only the Governor ſtood out with amazing Cou- 
rage, killed many of the Pyrates with his dun 
Hands, and bravely performed the Part of a gallant 
Soldier. He refuſed Quarter, and was killed. An 
heroic Inſtance of diſtinguiſhed Worth! | 
The Place being now in their Power, they fel 
to their uſual Debaucheries, committed the moſt 
horrid Rapes and Murders, tortured the Priſoners, 
and barbarouſly derided them in their Miſery; 
till at laſt they began to think of retreating, which 
they offered to their Captives, if they would pay 
100,000 Pieces of Eight for their Ranſom 
Two of that miſerable Number were 
from the reſt to go to Panama, to raiſe the Sum; 
but the Preſident, having raiſed a large Body of 
Men, was on his March to encounter the Pyrates 
The Deputies waited the Event, which proved is 
tal to the Preſident's Party, for a Hundred Pyrates 
= and diſperſed them, having killed an ineredi- 
le Number in the time of the Engagement 
This Diſaſter convinced theſe Gentlemen, who 
had been ſent to procure the Ranſom, that there 
was a Neceſſity of complying with Morgan's De- 
mands ; therefore, having raiſed the Sum, they re- 
turned, and gave it into his Hands. 
Having victualled his Ships, he ſet Sail, but 
firſt diſmounted the great Guns on the Caſtles, and 
levelled ſeveral —— which had been raiſed 
by the Spaniards. He ſoon got to Jamaica, and 
found his Purchaſe amount to 250,000 Pieces of 


Eight 
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Eight, beſides all other Merchandizes. Thus ſuc- 
cebfuly ended one of the boldeſt Attempts that 
perhaps was ever made: Four hundred Men to 
attack a ſtrong and populous City, guarded by 
Three Caſtles well gariſon'd, and abounding 
with all manner of military Stores, while the Py- 
rates had nothing but Sword and Piſtol to fight 
with! What will not ſuch Reſolution ſurmount ? 

They were very welcome Gueſts at Jamaica : 
the Planters, and Men in Power, careſſed Mor- 
gan, While the inferior Sort contrived every kind 
of Bait to drain his Aſſociates of their Money. 
They were very liberal, and in a ſhort time came 
clamouring to their Captain to put to Sea; for 
they were reduced to a ſtarving Condition, Im- 
mediately he ſet about making Preparations for 
a new Expedition; and his Fame being now in- 
creaſed to a high Pitch, he {law himfelt in a ſhore 
time at the Head of a 'Thoufand brave reſolute 
Fellows. The Governor of Jamaica gave him a 
fine new Veſſel, which carried Thirty two Guns x 


but ſhe unfortunately was blown up, with ſeveral 


Hundreds aboard, who all miſerably periſhed. 
This Misfortune no ways diſcouraz2d the reſt ; 
while Morgan was ſafe, they thought Succeſs ſure, 
and as embarked with a great deal of 
Chearfulneſs. After cruizing ſome time on the 
Coaſt, he formed a Reſolution of ſacking Mara- 
caibo, being excited thereto: by the Advice of a 
French Sailor, who had been before with Lolla- 
ois at the Pillage of that Place. It was not 


long before they arrived at the Sea of Ma- 


racaibs, and having entered the Lake, ſoon found 
themſelves in very imminent Danger; for the Spa- 
niards had lately built a new Fort, which at this 
time was in a very good Condition; and firing 
with the utmoſt Fury on the Pyrates, put them 
into ſome Diſorder. However, in ſpite of the 
Oppoſition they met with, they landed, and a ve- 
xy ſharp Engagement began, which continued for a 

211 long 
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a long While: At length the Spaniards, about the 
dark of the Night, began to retreat. The Py. 
rates durſt not venture to purſue, becauſe they 
were unacquainted with the Place, and were afraid 
of an Ambuſcade ; but in a few Hours, Morgax 
finding every thing quiet, ventured alone to the 
Walls of the Fort, which he found deſerted ; oh 
This he returned, and acquainted the reſt ; who 
came forwards, and took Poſſeſſion of the Place: 
Here they found a vaſt Quantity of Powder, and 4 
great Number of ſmall Arms ; they nailed all the 
great Guns, and having divided the Ammunition 
among the Ships, ſet Sail again, and made for Ma. 
racaibo; but being obliged to ſtop by reaſon of x 
Shoal, they left their Ships, took Canoes, and got 
to the City next Day. They had no ſooner landed, 
but they immediately ran to the Fort de /a Barra, 
which they found likewiſe deſerted, together with 
the City, the Spariards not daring to tempt their 
Courage, or defend themſelves ; and having before 
felt the barbarous Rage of theſe Sort of Men, had no 
mind to expoſe themſelves to their Fury, a ſecond 
time; but carried off their beſt Effects with them. 
The Pyrates, not finding any Prize, were pro. 
digiouſly out of Humour; they ſent a Party to the 
oods to make Diſcovery, who returned with 
about Thirty Priſoners, and Fifty Mules loaded 
with Goods : On theſe innocent Wretches they 
exerciſed the moſt horrible Torments, thereby 
endeavouring to extort a Confeſſion, where the 
reſt of the Inhabitants and their Riches, were con- 
cealed : Some had their Limbs firetched with 
Cords, and at the ſame time were beat with Sticks, 
and other Inftruments ; others had burning Match- 
es placed betwixt their Fingers, or Co 
about their Heads, till their Eyes ſtarted out of 
the Skull. Thus they continued their Tortures 
for almoſt Three Weeks. Every Day Parte 
were ſent abroad, who returned with Riches, and 
new Priſoners ; and Morgan having * a ; 
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Hundred of the chief Inhabitants in his Hands, re- 
ſolved to go on to Gibraltar. He new-equipp'd 
his Fleet, and ſent ſome of the Priſoners before to 

rſuade them to ſurrender, or expect no Mercy 
— on his Arrival, he was ſaluted with a furious 
Fire from the Cannon of the Place: But this no 
ways damped their Spirits; their Showers of Death 
only animated them with the ter Fury. 

Notwithſtanding this warm Reception, and the 
continued Vollies which were diſcharged upon 
them, they reſolutely went aſhore ; and bein 
conducted by their French Guide, made all — 
ble Diſpatch to get to the Town; but the Citizens, 
ſurprized at ſuch an amazing Attempt, began to 
doubt if it was poſſible to reſiſt their Attack. Fear 
oftentimes magnifies Danger, and it was no difh - 
cult thing to perſuade the terrified Inhabitants, 
that they had no other Refuge but to fly. With 
one Conſent they left the City, having firſt taken 
care to ſecure their Money and Eeffects, carrying 
the greateſt Part along with them, and burying the 
reſt, that ſo the Pyrates, finding nothing to invite 
their Stay, might the ſooner depart, 

In this Hurry one only Perſon was forgot, who 
being an Idiot, had no Apprehenfion of the Dan- 
ger: This Wretch fell into the mercileſs Hands 
11 Crew, who not giving Ear to any 
thing but the barbarous Dictates of their own 
Cruelty, put the unfortunate Creature to the Rack. 
They lifted him up with Cords, and tied huge 
Weights to his Feet and Neck ; beſides this, they 
almoſt burnt him alive; his Face was . ſcorched 
with the Flames, and his whole Body mangled in 
ſuch a pitiful manner, that he ſoon expired amidft 
the Torture. | | 
The Pyrates, being thus diſappointed of their 
Hopes of Plunder, were perfe&ly uneaſy ; they 
ſwore and raged, and vowed the bloodieſt Re- 
venge ; they immediately detached ſeveral Parties, 
Who were {cnt to range the Woods, and diſcover 

F 3 the 
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the Retreat of the miſerable Spaniards. One of 
them ſoon returned with a Peaſant and his two 
Daughters, whom they had made Priſoners: This 
Man, being — = threatened with the Rack, 
had not Courage to undergo the Torture. He 
meanly preferred his own Eaſe to the Good of 
che reſt — his Fellow- citizens, and offered to dil. 
cover the Places to which they had retired: But 
the & aniardi, whoſe wary Eyes had perceived 
their Enemies ranging in Quelt of them, uſed the 
Precaution to remove them further into the thick- 
eſt of the Woods, and the Pyrates were once more 
diſappointed. Upon this they hanged up the per. 
fidious Peaſant, Thus did mean Villainy meet a 
juit Reward ! Low and daſtardly Souls, who in- 
gloriouſly prefer their private Safety to the pub- 
lick Good, ſeldom eſcape being involved in that 
Ruin which they hope by ſuch baſe means to avoid, 
Upon this Diſappointment, the Pyrates - divid- 
ed themſelves, and went out with a Reſolution 
never to return, till they had found out the Place 
of the Speniards Retreat. Their good Fortune 
d them to a Plain where they found one of. the 
Spaniſh Slaves: This Fellow too well anſwerel 
the Character of his Countrymen, and the Expec- 
tation of the Pyrates; for being won by ther 
romantick Promiſes, he conducted them to the 
poor Huts of the miſerable and affrighted 
ziard:s, They ſoon made a conſiderable N 
Priſoners, on whom they exerciſed horrid and un- 
heard-of Cruelties ; for having returned to Gibrat 
1 ter with vail Riches, they examined their Gap 
= tives, and among others, a Portugueſe, whom the 
1 Negroe (that was now become their Informer} re- 
THY ported to be very rich. This was an-intire Fab 
TH thood, and tho ihe unfortunate Merchant proteſt- 
1 ed that the little Money, and few Effects which be 
7 bad acquired, were ſtolen in the general Confuſion 
| which i the * was in on the Pyrae un 
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they proceeded to their uſual Barbarities and! 
without any Reſpect to his old Age, cruelly tied 
his two Thumbs and great Toes to ſome 8 
that were fixed in the Ground for that Purs 
ſe. 22 
Pe The Weight of his Body being wholly ſuſ- 
pended in the Air by theſe Four ſmall and tender 
Members, made him endure the moſt exquiſite 
Torments; but not ſatisfied with this, they took a 
large Stone upwards of two hundred Weight, and 
laid it on his Breaſt. Altho-theſe Tortures were 
of themſelves ſufficiently horrid, yet they proceed. 
ed to higher Degrees of Cruelty ; and almoſt-burns 
ed him to Death with lighted Palm-leaves. His 
very Eyes by the Violence of the Heat, were 
ready to ſtart from their Orbits. Alb the Parts of 
his Body were ſo torn, ſhatter d and mangled; 
that when he was looſed, he ſcarce retained the 
Form of a Man. In this wretched Conditiowhe 
was carried to their Corps du Guard, and being 
threatned with freſh 'Torments, aſked Liberty to 
converſe with one of the Priſoners ;_ which bei 
allowed, he promiſed them five hundred Pieces 0 
Eight on Condition they would ſet him at Li- 
berty. This Propoſal was rejected with Scorn; 
but having with the greateſt Difficulty, raiſed the 
Sum to one thouſand; they thought proper to 
accept of the Offer, and accordingly difmiſs'd 
him. Nor was this unhappy Portdpue/o the only 
Perion on whom they practiſed their Cruelty 5 o- 
thers had the fame; if not a worſe Fate; ſome werte 
hanged up by the Teſticles or privy Members, 
and left in that tortured Condition, till they fell 
to the Ground. In this horrid State of Agony 
did they continue, till a ſharp; but lingering 
Death put a Period to their unhappy Lives, un- 
leſs ſome one of the Pyrates, more merciful than 
the reſt, had the Charity to diſpatch them at 
once. Others were cracifed alive, and when they 
had a mind to be more gentle, they oc — 
| riſoners 
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Priſoners Feet into a Fire: and, without the 
ſmalleſt Degree of Pity and 228 kept 
them there, till they had extorted all that theſe 
poor Wretches knew of their unhappy Country- 
men 


But here I muſt not neglect to do Juſtice to 
Captain Morgan's Character, who neither autho- 
rized nor was preſent when theſe Barbarities were 
committed. And tho' Prejudice branded him 
with countenancing this cruel Treatment of the 
_— yet I am well aſſured, he was not inthe 
lace to give Orders at that time ; for I have 
ſeen a Manuſcript, writ by one who was concem- 
ed in the Expedition, which contains a Journal of 
their whole Procedure. This Relation, now in 
the Hands of a conſiderable Planter here, vindi- 
cates Morgan from theſe black Aſperſions. 
The Truth of the Matter ſtood thus: Morgan, 
having prevailed on a Slave to diſcover where the 
Governor of Gibraltar, and the moſt conſiderable 
Inhabitants, together with their Effects, lay con- 
cealed, went immediately with Two hundred Men 
to attack them. He likewiſe orderdered Two 
hundred and Fifty more to march to a River, 
which diſcharges itſelf into the Lake, in Search of 
a Ship and Four Boats, which were richly laden 
with Goods; and in the time of their Abſence, 
all the aboye - named Cruelties were committed. 
Morgan's Expedition proved unſucceſsful ; for on 
the firſt Notice of his Approach, the Govemor 
retired to a Mountain, which was almoſt inacceſ- 
ſible. The Pyrates ſoon ſaw it was impoſſible to ex- 
pect any Succeſs. He was too well ſecured to fear 
their Attack, and they too much fatigued to at- 
tempt to diſlodge him. Morgan returned, having 
loſt a — many Men by bis raſh Conduct; for 
my atigue was ſo great, their Marches ſo long, 
their Proviſion ſo bad, and the Weather fo un- 
wholſome, that many periſhed in the . 
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The Succeſs of the other Party made ſome A- 
mends for this Loſs: They ſeized on the Ships and 
Boats, and brought all the Treaſure they contained 
into Gibraltar. : 

The Pyrates, finding it impoſſible to hold the 
Place any longer, and being tired with repeated 
Rapes and Murders, began to think of a Retreat. 
They had now been long abſent from Maracaibo, 
and were afraid the Spaniards had taken Meaſures 
to hinder their Departure out of the Lake. Hav- 
ing therefore put the Town, and all the Priſoners, 
to a Ranſom, they ſet Sail, and in Four Days ar- 
rived at Maracaibo. Here they found every thing 
in the ſame State _y had left it, but were ſoon 
confounded with an Account, that Three Span; 
Men of War were arrived at the Entry of the 
Lake, of a much ſuperior Force to theirs, and re- 
ſolved to diſpute the Paſſage, They forthwith 
diſpatched one of their quickeſt failing Boats for 
Intelligence, which in a ſhort time returned with 
the diſmal ' News, that it was all Fact; and 
further, that the Spaniards had again fortified 
the Caſtle of the Entry of the Lake, put it into a 


| good Poſture of Defence, provided it with a large 


Gariſon, a great Number of fine Guns, and all 
1 2 1 every bows 
n theſe ſad Ci 5 one 

to diſpair. There was no poſſible way of Retreat 
left. Their Enemies were too powerful to be en · 
gzged with, and they had no other View, but of 
falling alive into the Hands of the revengeful Spa- 
riarde, who, they knew, would not fail to treat 
them with the Rigour and Severity, which their 
own barbarous Actions ſo well deſerved. 

While every thing bore this dark and gloomy 
Aſpect, and all were afraid, Morgan alone re- 
mained unſhaken and unmoved. On this Occaſion 
he ated the Hero; nothing could daunt his in- 
intrepid Soul; his Courage ſurmounted all Diffi- 
culties, and afforded an Example, that the Reſolu- 

tion 


with amazing Intrepidity, and came up mY 
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tidn of one daring Spirit in time 22 is of 
tentimes more to —— than the Swords g 
Thouſands of a leſs noble and exalted Turn. He 
boldly ſent one of his Priſoners to the Spaniſh Ad. 
miral, and demanded a Tribute, or he would ſet 
the City of Maracaibo on Fire. This Man de- 
livered his Meſſage to the great Surprize of the 
Spaxiards, who could not imagine whence ſucha 
Reſolution ſhould proceed, conſidering they look: 
ed upon the Pyrates as their Priſoners. Howe- 
ver, as they expected a deſperate Engagement, 
they thought it moſt proper to offer them Terms, 
tho“ very hard ones; for the Spani/s Admin 
wrote a Letter to Morgan, in which he propoſed 
to let him paſs if he would deliver up all his Pri 
foners, and whatever he had plundered at Mare 
caibo and Gibraltar. This preremptory Demand 
of -the Don was as ſhocking to the Pyratec, as if 
he had bid them ſurrender at Diſcretion: - The 
Riches they 8 what they had 
their Lives in order to obtain; and they reſolved 
to die, rather than tamely reſign what they had 
bought at ſo dear a . | 
As open Force appeared a dangerous Expedient, 
they Se fit on this Occaſion, to make uſe of 
Art and Stratagem. A Fire-ſhip was contrived 
with ſuch Ingenuity, that it was impoſſible for 
their Enemies to diſcover her to be one. They 
filled her Deck with Logs of Wood ſet upright; 
on which they put Hats, and Moxtera Caps; that 
they might appear to their Enemies as ſo many 
. Counterfeit Cannon were placed at the 
Port-holes,. and Exg/;4 Colours diſplayed. Hear. 
ing gathered all the Pitch, Tar, Brimſtone, and 
ether combuſtible Matter, prepared them- 
ſelves to ga to the Entry of the Port. Marga 
exatted an Oath of all his Aſſociates, never © 
yield to the Spaxiards, but defend themſelves to 
the laſt Drop of Blood. Thus they advanced 


ſet 


EI FTLFPII EKT 


AK FA EFFI SFAsB LI 


8 8 


CE 


1 


Letter LY of FAMAICA. 3 
e three Spaniſh Ships. The Fireſhip immedi- 
— 2 with the largeſt, and ſet her in a 
laze. | 
f Another, ſeeing the Misfortune of the Admi- 
nal, and apprehenfive of the ſame Danger, run 
aſhore. The third fell an eafy Prey to the Py- 
rates. Nothing could have happened more agree- 
able than this Victory. Their Spirits were now 
revived, and with one Conſent they went aſhore, 
and made a furious Attack on the Caftle : But 
it was ſo well defended by the Spaniards within, 
that all their A were vain. The Pyrates 
retired, and p for another Aſſault. By 
this time the Courage of the Spaniards began to 
fail; and Terms being offered, the Pyrates ac- 
cepted of 15000 Pieces of Eight, and 
went quietly away. On a Computation of What 
Purchaſe they „ os in all 
2570, ooo Pieces of Eight, es a Wan- 
ch of Jewels, Merchandize and Slaves. FR | 
Booty was divided — the Adventurers, ac- 
cording to the reſpective ions which had 
been before agreed-on ; and ſoon after the ſucceſs- 
ful Pyrates reached Jamaica, where, for a While, 
they indulged themſelves in all the Exceffes which 
Luxury could invent. I 
The Name of Morgan was now famous at 
home, and terrible abroad. He himfelf promi- 
led greater things than he had yet attemptei; 
and nothing was thought impoſſible for ſuck Cou- 
rage to perform. He no ſooner proclaimed his 
Deſign of another Expedition, than thouſands 
gocked to attend him. They all embarked with 
a great deal of Joy, and directed their Courſe to 
Hijpaniola. On their Arrival in that Tftahd, they 
ent out Parties toſeek for Proviſion. There they 
endured a good deal of Hardſhip ; but at laſt 
their Difficulties were removed, and they gut all 
manner of Stores in Plenty. * | 
| 4 Having 
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_ Having diſpatched their Buſineſs there, they 
made for the Iſland of S:. Katherine's, which afte; 
a ſhort Reſiſtance they took and plundered, The 
Treachery of the Governor let it fall ſooner ind 


their Hands than it would otherwiſe have done, 
Morgan reſolved to keep this as a Place of Re. 


treat; and having reduced it entirely to his Obe. 


dience, he left more than one half of his Forces 
to defend it. 

With the reſt, he attacked the Caſtle of Chayr,, 
which made a very brave Reſiſtance ; and had it 
not been an Accident, which determined them ty 
ſurrender, it would probably have repelled al 
their Aſſaults. One of the Pyrates happened to 
be wounded. with an Arrow: He immediately 
pulled it out; and having wrapped a little Cot: 
ton about its bloody Point, put it into his Mus 
ket, and fired it off to the Caſtle. The Cotton 
was kindled by the Powder, and falling nex 
their Magazine, blew it all up at once. This ſoon 
made them yield ; and now Captain Morgan wa 
full of his Voyage to Panama. 

He ſet out with twelve hundred Men upon the 
18th of Auguſt 1670. | 

The Hardſhips this Party underwent were fur 
prizing z they not only ſtruggled with common 

ificulties, but likewiſe encountred Famine and 


every kind of Miſery. They were reduced to feed 


upon the Leaves of Trees, and to take unheard- 
of Methods to preferve their Lives. 

Theſe Difficulties were owing to the prudent 
Foreſight of the Governor of Panama, who had 
taken care to ruin and lay waſte the Counti, 
thro' which he knew they muſt neceſſarily 
But no Obſtacles were ſufficient to obſtruct Mu. 


gan's Deſigns, or thwart his Meaſures ; he marced 
boldly on. At laſt they came to a high Mou 


tain, from the Summit of which they were able 
to deſcry the South-Sea. This happy Sight gate 


them inexpreſiible Joy, and they deſcended wit 


a brare 


* 
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ve Eagerneſs, in Queſt of a Place, which 
4 had * wandered in Search of. They 
had not gone far till they found themſelves in a 
ine Valley, which was not only well watered, 
but abounded with Cattle. The Pyrates, far this 
once, bleſſed Heaven for the joyful Sight. 'They 
directly fell to killing: and having made Fires, 
ras | the beſt Meal they had eat for a long 
While. The brave, and no leſs cautious Morgan, 
allowed them but a very little time to ſatisſie 
their Hunger, being afraid in ſuch an unguard- 
ed Hour they might be ſurprized by ſome of the 
Spaniſh Parties, Which he had Intelligence, ſur- 
rounded him on all Sides. He therefore orders 
ed his Followers to continue their March ; and 
detached a Party of fifty Men to take Priſoners, 
if poſſible. | | 
A little While after, they came within Proſpect 
of the higheſt Steeple. of Panama. This Sight 
inſpired them with a mad and 28 kind 
of Joy. They ſhouted, hallood, toſſed up their 
Hats in the Alr, and leaped like Men deprived. of 
the Uſe of Reaſon. All the Trumpets were ſound - 
ed, and every Drum was beat, as a Proof of that 
Joy and Satisfaction, which upon this Occafion 
reigned in every Breaſt, - = 
They chearfully advanced towards the City, 
and it being now near Night, encamped on the 
Plain, at a little Diſtance from it. A Party of 
Horſe immediately fallied out, but thonghet it not 
proper to come within  Muſket-ſhot of them. At 
the ſame time two hundred Spaniard; appeared on 
another Quarter; but they too thought 17 to keep 


quiet, and only obſerve the Pyrates Motions. In 
the mean time the great Guns from the City play- 
ed upon their Camp; but the Pyrates, who were 
uſed to ſuch kind of Maſick, opened their Satch- 
els, and fell to Supper, reſolving next Day te 


Py them in their own Coin. 
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Early in the pang they. tt forward on the 
great Road, which leads to the Ton; but being 
afraid of Ambuſcades, if they ſhould purſue, that 
Way, ſuddenly turned aſide, and. choſ 


e à more, 
difficult Path. This was a great Diſappointment 
to the Spaniards, who were now obliged to quit 
their Batteries and Poſts, and come out to meet 
them. The Governor of Panama advanced at 
the Head of two Squadrons of Horſe, Four Regi 
ments of Foot, and a vaſt Number of wild Bills, 
which were driven by the Irdians and Ne 

As ſoon as the Pyrates ſaw ſuch a numerous Ar. 
my they began to be afraid; but reflefting that 
they had no Hopes left, but either it muſt be Death 
or Victory, they encouraged one another, and 
reſolved to e their utmoſt Efforts. to obtain 

e :6 Horle began u 

On their oach, the Span; Horſe to 

move, but — — by two hundred P 
who gave them a Volley ol Shot. | 

The Battle foon turned hot: Numbers fell on 
both Sides. The Spaniards fought very coura- 
giouſly, and did all they could to ruin and diforder 
the Pyrates ; but nothing could withſtand the Va- 

Jour with which they fought. ' The Fury of their 
Attacks were-unſupportable. The Spaniards find- 
ing themſelves ſo hardly preſſed, attempted. to 

drive the Bulls upon their Rear: But theſe Crea · 
tures were frighted with the Noiſe of the Battle, 
and ran away. The Engagement lafted upwards of 
two Hours, and the Spani4 Army being broke 
on all Quarters, at laſt fled in the greateſt Diſor- 

der. Many fell in the Purſuit ; bat the Slaugh- 
ter had been greater if the Pyrates had not been 


fatigued, and conſequently unable to follow, The 


Priſoners who were ſo unfortunate as to fall into 
their Hands were inſtantly murdered. Morgan 
jearned from one of them the true State of tie 
City, that Trenches were made, and Batteries rat. 
{ed in a great many Places, which were _— 


* 
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by a Number of Canon; that the Entry of the 


3 way, which led to the City, os reno 


2 Fort erected for that Purpoſe, and mounted 
with eighteen great Guns. This Priſoner like- 
wiſe told him, that the Governor had that Day 
brought into the Field of Battle 400 Horſe, 3000 
Foot, 200 Indians, and 2000 wild Bulls. 

On this Intelligence, he inſtantly commanded 
them to march another Way, bejng reſolved to 
purſue the Victory he had gained, and give the 
Spaniards no Time to repoſe. On a Review of 
his Forces, he found, that no leſs than 200 had fal- 
len in the Engagement: 600 Spamiards were 
found dead on the Spot, beſides a great many 
wounded, whom they ſoon took care to diſpatch. 
Although his Party was thus weakened, yet he 
marched boldly up to the Town, and gave the 
Aſſault. The Spariards made a furious Fire; 
their great Guns were loaded with ſmall Pieces of 
Iron, and Muſket-bullets; and the Shot being well 
aimed, a great many Pyrates fell at every Diſ- 
charge. But nothing could deter them; they 
boldly faced the Danger, and gained Ground eve- 
—— upon the Enemy. For three Hours 

e Townſmen did all that lay in their Power 40 
== the City: They fought with; the 

eſolution, but were at length forced to yield to 
the ſuperior Courage of the Aſſailants. The Py- 


rates poſſeſſed themſelves of the Town, and made 


an incredible Slaughter of the Inhabitants. They 
found the Warehouſes well ſtocked with all Sorts 
of Merchandize, and every kind of Provifion in 
great Plenty. This was what the Pyrates had at 
this time the greateſt Occaſion for: But the 
Morgan ſuſpected the Wines might be poiſoned, 
and therefore gave expreſs Orders that none 
ſhould dare to taſte them : And certainly nothing 
could argue a more prudent and politick Con- 
duct far he well knew, bi half ſtarved Party would 
2 1 


- 

— 1 

— 222 2 
—— : 


theſe Reaſons it can't be thought, the Ruin = 
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immediately give themſelves over to all kind of 


Exceſs, and unman themſelves to ſuch a degree, that 
they would fall an eaſy Prey, in caſe the $a. 
»iards ſhould dare to attack them; and the mak. 


ing them credit the Suſpicion of the Wines being 


poiſon'd, was the only Means to reſtrain them. 
Having diſpoſed of every thing to the beſt Ad- 


vantage, and poſted Guards at convenient Places, 


all at once the City was ſet on a Flame. The Hou- 
Jes, being moſtly of Cedar were ſoon conſumed ; and 
that flouriſhing Town, which excelled any in the 
Ve Indies, either for magnificent Structure;, 
Riches, or Number of Buildings, was in one Day 
reduced to Aſhes z 7000 Houſes were burned down, 
and the Flames were ſo violent, that notwithſtand- 
ing the utmoſt Efforts to extinguiſh them, the 
ipread and continued their Fury, till not a fing 
Cottage was left unconſumed. | 
The Blame of this black 'and erg. 
was generally laid upon Morgas, but without 
leaſt Ground for * not ably always diſclaimed 


his Knowledge of the Matter, but wrote a Juſtif- 


cation of himſelf as to this Particular, which is yet 
extant, and to be ſeen in the Hands of a conſide- 
rable Number in this Iſland. It ſeemed likely, 
that ſome of the Priſoners had found means to pet- 
petrate the Fact. It is not to be imagined, that 


"thoſe Men, who are actuated by no other Views 
but the Love of Gain, and adventured ſo far, and 


expoſed themſelves to ſuch Dangers, on that very 
Account would deſtroy their Hopes, and at once 
take effectual Methods to conſume what they had 


gained at the Expence of ſo much Toil and Blood. 
On the other hand, that revengeful Temper which 


is the Characteriſtick of the Span; Nation, might 
eaſily induce them to ſuch an Action, to diſappoint 
the Pyrates Expectations, and rather ſee their 


Riches in a Flame than in their Poſſeſſion; for 
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this fine City was owing to any thing elſe but Spa- 


nh Revenge. 


After the Fire had ſpent itſelf, the Pyrates fell 
to work on the Ruins, and found vaſt Quantities 
of Gold and Silver, but eſpecially in the Wells 
and Ciſterns, into which Millions had been thrown. 
They continued here near three Months, and, in 
the mean time, having got abundance of Priſoners, 
they extorted large Sums, by Way of Ranſome 
from theſe unhappy Captives: Nor were they idle. 
in other Reſpects; they ſent two Ships to the 
South-Sea, to make Diſcoveries; but whether 
thro' the bad Conduct of the Commanders, or ſome 
other unlucky Accident, they did nothing. A 
rich Spani Galleon paſſed them without their 
firing one Shot,, and many other Prizes eſcaped 
their Hands. However the Party that was left at 
Chagre, made ſome amends for this ill Conduct: 
They took a great many Ships, ſome of an im- 
menſe Value. 

Morgan, perceiving that no more was to be done 
at Pauama, reſolved to depart ; and having pick- 
ed up whatever was valuable, ſet out, and ſoon after 
arrived at Chagre. There they made a dividend 
of what they had got. Tis not improbable but 
Morgan reſerved too large a Share for himſelf; 
for the common Sailors had only -200 Pieces of 
Eight each, This was too ſmall a Proportion, 
conſidering they carried off from Panama one 
hundred and ſeventy five Mules loaded with Sil- 
ver, Gold, and other precious Spoils. His Crew 
mutiny'd, and he was glad to teal privately off 
with only three or four Ships, manned with ſuch 
of his People as he could truſt, and got to Jamai- 
ca with 400,000 Pieces of Eight in Specie. 

After ſuch repeated Succeſſes, the brave Mor- 
gan was at laſt unfortunate, not through the Va- 
lour of his Enemies, but the Treachery of his 
Countrymen, who were bribed by Spaniſb Gold 
io procure his Ruin. As he never ated without 

G 3 a Com- 
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ſharp Memorials were preſented to the Court of 


ned, oppreſſed and borne down by keen Oppoſit- 


a Commiſſion, he refuſed to proſecute his further 
Defigns, when the Governor recalled it. 


England, againſt the Governor of Jamaica, 


Fee Courſes. 2 his — 
im at that time. With What he had 
he purchaſed a Plantation, whach he 
and improved. His Behaviour retained: 
of the Roughneſs of the Pyrate, and on 
Stages of Civil Life, he acted a truly 
becoming Part: He . 
fectually to the 
admitted into 
Enighted by the King and afterwards enjoyed the 
Place of Lieutenant-Governor, which he filled 
with the greateit Applauſe. But many Vea al. 
ter he was called to an Account for his Actiom; 
and notwithſtanding he had ever acted by Com- 
miſſion from the — and Council of Jamai- 
ca, and had received their publick Thanks; yet, 
upon a Letter from the Secretary of State, be vu 
ſent Priſoner to England, — without — 
any Crime laid to his C , or bei | 
brought to a Hearing, he was long confin 


* 
which means, that — and robuſt Conkitution, 
which neither -the Toils of War, the Shocks of 
Pamine, nor the Fatigues of Watching, had hi- 
therto impaired, was at laſt quite broken and mi- 


on, and the tyranical-Meaſures of a Court-Faction: 
He was ſeized with a ſlow and lingering Diſtem- 
per, which at once robbed him of Life, and the 
World of a truly great Man ; one who 
Honour on his Country, ſtruck Terror into 

and performed Exploits in theſe Seas, aqua if pot 
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Eh which could not 
Soul in her eager Purſuit. after 
he was, from a Farmer, he ſoon 
ily called upon him 


| etrating ] 
by making Choice of Morgan for this Effect. 
the ſame Sentiments continue to warm the Breaſts, 


may complain ; but, 

not make Repriſals. The ſame Spiri 

Ardour, yet animate the Breaſts. of the 
Sabjects; and were ſufficient Encouragement, gi- 
ren, this Colony alone would again be able to 
chaſtiſe the haughty Dons, and make them. repent 
their raſh and barbarous Inſults. Not a Heart but 
flames withIndignation: War is what every one wiſh- 
es, and all chearfully unite to do themſelves 


lt is almoftneedleſs to ſay, that this Letter was written 
the Declaration of the preſent: War againſt Spain, 


Juſtice, 
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Juſtice, and retrieve the Glory and Splendor of 
the Britijp Arms, which in theſe Parts of the 
World are quite deſpiſed. Before I put a Clop 
to this Epiſtle, it will not be improper to obſerve, 
That the Love of Gain oftentimes proves the moſ 
powerful Incentive to great Actions, which tho 
ordinarly judged to flow from a certain innate 
Greatneſs of Soul, are nevertheleſs frequently the 
Off- ſpring of a Paſſion more meam and ſordid, 
namely, Avarice: And Self- love, and the Defir 
of gms Good, many times makes a Hero, 2 
well as a Coward. This prevailing Principle 
ſeems to be one of the greateſt Sources whence 
theſe Actions, which commanded the Eſteem and 
Admiration of Mankind flow. To bear the firſt 
Character, and enjoy the higheſt Place in Rome; 
animated a Cz/ar to plot the Ruin of his Country: 
The ſame Motives determined the daring Crem- 
well to uſurp the Power and Authority of a King, 
Theſe were the Principles which they kept ſtill in 
View, and puſhed them on to Toil and Danger, 
to Glory and to Conqueſt. And to raiſe himielf 
above his native Meanneſs, was the firſt Cauſe 
that led Mar gan to ſeek Glory and Riches, in the 
midft of Dangers, in a new World. I. would not 
have you imagine, that I look upon Vice as. the 

Origin of Virtue: No] ſuch Principles I deteſt 

as baſe, and the dazling Conſequences of them I 
view with an Eye of equal Horror. Theſe Mur- 
derers of Mankind, who, from private Views make 

their Fellow-mortals fall the guiltleſs Victims of 
their Ambition, - and maſſacre Thouſands to gain 

themſelves a Name; they and their Actions are 

juſtly branded with Infamy and Reproach, by eve- 

ry wiſe and thinking Man. * | 

In giving you this ſhort Account of ſq remark- 
able a Life, I have been obliged to interrupt the 
Order of my Narration; for Morgan not only 


flouriſhed during the Goyernment of Sir Thomas 
Maddifard, 
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Aving finiſhed this Account of the moſt con- 
ſiderable Pyrates that infeſted the American 
Seas, I ſhall now proceed to give you a ſhort but 
diſtinct Recital of what happened moſt remark- 
ble from that time till now. ' 

Sir Thomas Moddiford was one of the beſt Go- 
yernors that ever Jamaica had; he perfectly 
underſtood the Way of managing the new CO- 
lony ; he encouraged not only Trade, but like- 
nil promoted new Settlements ;* he fer a fair Ex- 
ample ; for there was none that ever contributed 
ſo much to reduce the Ifland into good Order, or 
improved an Eſtate to better Advantage. In his. 

Time the Iſland was firſt divided into Pariſhes or 
Precincts, by Virtue of a full Charter from the 
Crown; by which an Aſſembly or Houſe of Re- 
preſentatives was appointed, Courts of Juſtice 
eltabiiſhed, and every thing brought to an exact 
Order. I ſhall afterwards have Occaſion to ex- 
plain the different Powers of the Governor, 
Council and Aſſembly; only here it may not be 
Improper to tell you, they are a near Repreſenta- 
tion of the Britiſß Government by Kings, Lords 
and Commons. Every Pariſh ſends two Mem- 
bers, and each of the Towns three, to repreſent 
them in the Aſſembly : The firſt Proceedings of 
that ſovereign Court are ſcarcely known 3 they 

made only a few temporaryBy-laws, which are now 
obſolete, or were revived in that great Aﬀembly 

in the Year 1682, in which was firſt compiled a 

| | | F Body 
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vernment till 2 when he was ſucceeded by $ 


Court there are upwards of a tho 


on the North Skirts of the Iſland, . there lived 


- «ſeaſonable Relief to thoſe that were in calamutous 
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Body of Statutes, which I ſhall. give you an 4s 


count of in its proper Place. | 
Sir Thomas 'Moddiford continued in the G0 


Tomas Lynch, who purſued the ſame Steps which 
his Predeceſſor had done before him: He encqy. 
raged the Pyrates, and found large Returns d 
Profit. Sir Henry Morgan had a Commiſin 
from him, and it was during his Government tht 

he performed ſome of thoſe great Actions, which 
render his Name immortal. Little happened wont 

. remarking in this Governor's Time, except oth 
the Exploits of the Pyrates : Private Affairs were 
regularly carried on. But it may be worth o. 

ſerving, that in his Time the firſt Inſtance ha- 

pened of a Purſuit at Civil Law for à Debt. 
Since, indeed, they have improved on this Exam- 
ple; for beſides petty Actions, at every 0m 

u in the 


Roll. Some barbarous Murders were likewiſe con- 
mitted at this Time by the Negroes on their Maſten: 
To give an Account of em all, is not 
and ſeems quite foreign to my preſent . 
Zut that you may be enabled to form a 2 

of that barbarous and inhuman Turn of M. 
which almoſt univerſally ; prevails among the Ne- 
.groes, I ſhall give you a ſhort but genuine and 
candid Account of the Manner in which a Set df 

them treated one of their-unfortunate Maſters. 
In the Precin& of Se. Azne's, which. is ſituated 


.Planter, famous for his Riches, and juſtly valued 
for his generous and hoſpitable Diſpoſition : Hs 
Inclination to aſſiſt the Diſtreſſed, and afford 4 


Circumſtances, prevailed ſo much over his Deir 
of bettering his Fortune, and increaſing his Stores, 
that he never ſaw the leaſt Inſtance of Miſen, 
without . endeavouring either to alleviate or qu 

remove it: But this Goodneſs of his _ 


% 
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;cought about the Loſs of his Life:; for 75 5 
ing one Day to tale a Turn thro" a Part of that 
Spot of Ground which he poſſeſſed, he heard ſuch 
Groans and Sighs, as ſeemed to proceed from a 
Heart that was filled with real Woe. Having a 
genuine and unfeigned Satisfaction in doing Good, 
de directed his Steps to that Quarter, from whence 
he thought the Sound proceeded: He had not gone 
u, till he 1 4 a young Man, emaciated to ſuch 
; Degree, that he had ſcarce. the Reſe mblance 
of a human Creature left about him. The Eyes 
of this hoſpitable and tender hearted. Planter had 

no ſooner viewed him, than his Heart was touch- 
d with Compaſſion for him. He aſked him 

hence he came? and in a friendly manner inqui - 

red into the Cauſe of his Misfortunes. The. 
Youth replied, he was a Negroe, who had deſert- 
d his Maſter's Service, and found means to join 

ſome Run-aways, who had treated him fo cruelly, 
that he was reduced to the Neceſſity of leaving, 
them, The Planter did not inſolently criumph. 
yer his Miſery, but readily offered to do what in 

him lay, to place him in a happier State, and in 

better Circumſtances. The young Man readily 
embraced an Offer ſo kind. His Strength was ei- 

ther ſo far exhauſted, as that he was not able, or 
his Diſſimulation fo great, as that he was not wil- 

ling to walk home with his new. Benefactor. The 
friendly Planter, however, ſoon fell upon Means 
to get him conveyed to his own Plantation. Here 
nothing, which either due Attendance, or the Art 
of Phyſick, could contribute to Health, was want- 
ing. By the Skill of the Phyfician, and the joint 
Efforts of Nature, he ſoon got the better of his 
Diſtemper ; and finding him at laſt in a confirmed 
State of Health, the generous Gentleman concei- 
red a Liking to him, procured his Pardon, and 
purchaſed him from his. former Owner. The- 
Youth was put to Work; but Labour ill agreed 
With his Talte and Genius; he thought it _ 
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bim to be a Slave, and reckoned it a-daſtardy 
Trees PP 
Intrigue, In ſhort he liked Debauchery betier 


Character ſeldom fails to act ſuch a Part as call 


Seaſon moſt proper for the Perpetration of ſo 


ny enraged Furies, put their bloody Purpoſe in 
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Lowneſs of Soul to. obey. a Superior. He wy 
naturally a Lover of the female Sex, and had hi 
Thoughts much turned upon little Gallantries and 


than the Fatigue of Work, and had a ſtronger 
Inclination to dally with the female Slaves, than 9 
plant his Maſter's Sugar-cane: A Man of thi 


for Puniſhment. The Extravagance of Youth 
called for due Chaſtiſement. Upon this, he con- 
ceived a_ mortal Hatred to his Maſter ; and being 
a Man of a ly inſinuating Turn, he ſoon recon- 
mended himſelf to his Fellow-ſlaves, and brought 
them ſo effeQtually over to his Intereſts, that he 
was capable of perſuading them to come into any 
Meaſures he pleaſed. Convinced of this, he ven. 
tures to make a Propoſal : He tells them he would 
reſcue them from Slavery, and place them in ſuch 
Circumſtances, as would enable them to reliſh the 
true Pleaſures of Life, provided they would lend 
their Aid to diſpatch their common Maſter. How 
this was at firſt reliſhed by theConſciences of theNe- 
groes, I cannot tell; but their Conduct, in the Iflue, 

eclared, that they had got over all their petty Scru- 
Ples, with regard to the Lawfulneſs of the Action. 
They appointed the Silence of the Night, as 2 


horrid and execrable a Crime. At the Time 
agreed upon, they met in a Body, and like ſo mt 


Execution. Armed with Reſolution (by a Relec- 
tion upon their own Danger, if they ſhould miF 
carry) they boldly went through with what they 
intended : They environed their Maſter's Houle, 
and reſolutely forced their Way into that Apart 
ment, where he himſelf lay faſt aſleep. To dif 
patch him at once, in this Situation, they thought 
a Favour too great to be conferred upon him 
They choſe rather to rouſe him up, that J * 
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Mind might be {there more forcibly ſtruck with 
the unavoidable Death he ſaw himſelf obliged to 
undergo. Being awaked, they gagged him, leſt 
by his Cries he ſhould alarm his Family, or 'the 
Neighbourhood. Secure of his Silence, they pli- 
ed his Ears with the moſt terrible Threats, and 
preſented to his Eyes the moſt formidable and 
laring Inſtruments of Death. After this, they, / 
y turns, wounded his meſt tender and ſenſible 
Parts, till his Soul took its Flight from a Body 
ſo inhumanly ſhatter'd by the cruel Hands of a Set 
of Men, for whom Villains would be a Name too 
mild and gentle. The Head of the Family be- 


* 


with the reſt. His Wife, without regard to her 
Merit, and her former Kindneſs to them, fell firſt a 


unparalell'd Cruelty. The reſt of the Family 
had all a Fate as cruel as theſe Monſters could 
invent. One Vice generally lays a Foundation 
for another. The Murders committed upon this 
Family obliged the Negroes to go further : They 
ſaw themſelves expoſed to imminent Danger, as 
long as there were any white Men in'the Planta- 
tion. They thought they would be ſecure, if 
they were treated in the ſame manner with their 
Maſter. Therefore they proceeded to complete 
the Tragedy. . 

All the Barbarities that could either be invent- 
ed by Cruelty or committed by Rage and Fury, 


* 0} fa OD r eee 


of them were indeed diſpatched in a Minute: 
This was not owing to the Mercy of the Negroes, 
but to the Haſte they were in. Others this vil- 
lainous Set of Murderers tortured in the moſt in- 
human manner. The Dread of being apprehend- 
ed by the neighbouring Plantations, torced them 
to take Meaſures, which hitherto they had not 
thought of: They knew their Fate if they ſhould 
happen to be taken : And as the Execution of 


3 Juſtice 
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ing thus ſecretly diſpatched, they fell to Work 


Sacrifice to their brutal Luſt, and then to their 


were practiſed upon theſe unhappy Men. Some 
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- continue to murder and rob in that Part of 
Iſland. 0 , 


them: Thither they went in a Body and fr; 
time to time have been jeined by ſuch — 
Parties of runaway Negroes, eir -Body i 
now become formidable to the . Inhabitants ; 10 
the Remains of theſe Wretches, to this Diy 


Altho' every one lamented this unhappy Act 
dent, yet few took ſufficient Care to purſue thel 
wretched Murderers, till they had ſecured them 


| ſelves in almoſt inacceſſible Faſtneſſes. Seren 


flying Parties were indeed ſent out; but as thek 
were only a Parcel of raw Men, detached from the 
neighbouring Plantations, they returned with Lok 
of many of their own Party, occaſioned by dle 
_— intolerable Fatigue of marching in the 

About this Time the Span; Embaſſador um 
making daily and ſucceſsful Remonſtrances to the 
Engliſb Court, relating to the Depredations- con- 
mitted by the Pyrates : And as it was well known, 
that the Governor of Jamaica countenanced then, 


the chief Complaints were laid againſt his Con- 


duct; which had ſuch Influence on the Court, that 
Sir Thomas Lynch was at laſt recalled, and the For 
Faughan ſent in his Room. > 213 085 4 
This Nobleman, having expreſs Inſtructions 
diſcourage and purſue the Pyrates, ſet about it 
with the greateſt Eagerneſs 3 and having proclan- 
ed his Intentions of preſerving inviolably the Peace 
betwixt his Maſter and the King of Spain, he it 
called, all the Commiſſions which his Predeceſſor 
had given, and forbid every Act of Hoſtility. I: 
Conſequence of this, he took care to- 1 
great many of theſe unfortunate Fellows, ; 
ing uſed to that deſperate Courle of Life, __ 
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not find in their Hearts to give it over. Se- 
veral of theſe had landed in Cuba, and committed 
their uſual Barbarities. But now Jamaica was no 
longer 2 Refuge; the Governor ſecured them on 
their firſt Arrival, and hanged them every one: 
This juſt, tho? ſevere Uſage, deterred others, and 


ſo they ſoon dwindled to nothing. 
The Planters, who had found their Account, 


by encouraging the Pyrates, were very uneafy, 


and ſtill privately ſupported them; but they were 


ſo inconſiderable, that they never durſt attempt 


any thing of Moment: And the Gentlemens Views 


being thus fruſtrated, they turned their Thoughts 


to improving their Eſtates, and very ſoon came to- 
equal any of the other Colonies, (Barbadoes not 


excepted) for both the Goodneſs and Quantity of 
their wy, rho 3 | 
The People here date the Beginning of the 


Colony's Decline, from the Time of the Lord 


| Vaughan's Government; for beſides his putting 2 


Stop to that Flow of Riches, which daily pou- 


red upon the Iſland by the Pyrates Means, ano- 
ther Step of the Exg/;/Court equally diſcoura- 


ged the new Settlers, and reduced them to very 


preſſing Difficulties. 2 
This was occaſioned by the Inſtitution of the 


Royal African Company. King Charles granted 


them a Charter, bearing Date September the 26th, 


1672, to trade to Guiney, Angolo, and South Bar- 
bary, excluſive of all others. A great many Per- 
ſons of- the firſt Rank and greateſt Diſtinction, 


| were concerned in this Company, ſuch as the 


Duke of York, afterwards King James II. Prince 


| Rupert, and the Earl of Shaftsbury. The Tuflu- 
' ence of theſe eminent Men procured ſuch an am- 


ple Charter, that in Virtue of it they pretended to 
monopolize the whole Trade of theſe Parts, and 
make Prize of all Ships that came from any of 
theſe Countries with * aca or other Merchan- 
dize without their Licence. 
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This unjuſt Monopoly gave a t deal of 
Uneafineſs to the Colonies. particularly N 
for the Planters uſed beſore, at very eaſy Rates, to 
ſupply their Plantations with what Slaves 
wanted; and now they were reduced to a Necef- 
fity, of not only deſiſting from that uſeful Com: 
merce, but likewiſe to buy, at extravagant Rate, 
ſuch as they had Occaſion for: At firſt they con- 
tinued to trade as before, but all their Ships were 
ſeized, and the Goods condemned. Tis impoſſible 
which that Company 
made the Colonies ſuffer. One Planter loſt up- 
wards of 10,000 IJ. The Men of War were fitted 
out with no other Defign, but to prey upon the 
Interlopers. The Governor of Barbadoes had 
like to have been turned out of his Place, for 
ſeeming only to oppoſe theſe hard Meaſures. In 
Jamaica the Gentlemen had a little more Spirit, 
_ tamely to fit down with their Loſs ; Mr. 
ernard proſecuted the Company, gran for 
an unjuſt Seizure, and recovered his Ship and Car- 
go. But however, the Tyranny of that Compa- 
ny, and their Agents, was quite inſupportable, 
and would have ſoon effected the Ruin of the 
Sugar Iſlands, if the Parliament had not timely 
interpoſed, and laid the Trade of Africa, in 2 
great Meaſure open, | 
Twas about this critical Time, that the Court 
of England thought fit to quit all Pretenſions to 
Surinam, and give it up to the Dutch. The Eng- 
{ib Colony was, in Conſequence of this Ceſſion, 
tranſplanted to Jamaica, whither they came to 
the Number of 1200, poor, fickly, and diſtreſſed. 
The Gentlemen who were commiſſioned to remove 
them, acted a very honeſt Part; and when they 
came hither, they were well received, and had a 
large Tract of Land in the Precin& of Sr, Elix- 
abeth*s, laid out for their Uſe. In that Part of the 
Hand they ſettled, and being induſtrious, ſoon 


became conſiderable. Their Poſterity enjoy * 
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of the fineſt Eſtates in Jamaica, and ſome of them 
are now in the moſt conſiderable Offices of Traft 
and Profit. This Addition of Hands did the 
land a confiderable Service; and the kind Enter- 
tainment they met with, made them forget their 
former Hardſhips. Indeed, the Romoval of the 
Colony of Surinam, was the only good thing 
that befel Jamaica in the Lord YFaughan's 
Time. | | 
The Memory of that Nobleman is very odi- 
ous here, and they date their decline, as I have 
faid, from his Government ; they charge him 
with unbounded Avarice, that he fold his own Do- 
meſticks, and laid intolerable Impoſts on all kind 
of Goods. The Council and Aſſembly were lit- 
tle minded; the Governor loved to rule without 
their Aſſiſtance, and followed the Method which 
was then in Vogue in England, to take as little of 
the Advice of Parliaments as could be done. How 
ever, Jam apt to imagine, theſe ſevere Cenſures 
may proceed from the hearty Oppoſition that No- 
bleman made to the Pyrates ; for he purſued them 
with the utmoſt Rigour and Severity : By this. 
means the Iſland miſſed its wonted Opportunities 
of amaſſing the Wealth of the New World ; and 
no doubt, this gave the Planters a fincere Diſtaſte- 
at a Man who ſtopt that Stream, which poured. 
ſuch plentiful Showers of Riches upon them; and 
at laſt, the Clamour againſt his Management be- 
came ſo univerſal, that the Court thought it pru- 
dent to recal him, and ſend the Right Honou- 
rable Charles Earl of Carliſie in his Room. | 
This Nobleman arrived at Jamaica in the Year 
1678, and immediately ſet about to redreſs the 
Grievances of the People : He relaxed a great. 
deal of that ſtern Severity, which had appeared 
but too much in the precedent Government ; and 
made a great many excellent Regulations for the 
oe Defence of the Colony,. which to this Day 
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The Iſland was at this time alarmed with Fears 
of a French Invaſion. The Count 4 Eftrtes was 
in theſe Seas with a fine Squadron of Men of 
War; and as, at this time there was a bad 
underſtanding betwixt the Engliſß and French 
Courts, this Colony was afraid there might be De- 
fgns againſt them; but theſe Apprehenſions were 
1 and their Thoughts were diverted 

om that Fear, with Reports of Plots in Eng- 
- land; for juſt before, the execrable Popiſh Plot 
came to. Light ; and as a great many filly Ru- 
mours Were edly ſpread, the Hand was put 
into a terrible Conſternation. 

The Earl of Carliſſe, finding his Health impair- 
ed, and the Warmneſs of the Climate to difagree 
with his Conſtitution, returned to England, leav- 

ing, as the fitteſt Man, the brave Sir Henry Mor- 
Can to govern till the King's Pleaſure ſhould be 
known. 

Sir Henry was not yet fallen under the Di- 
pleaſure of the Court, and was looked as one 
that was the ableſt (in caſe of any T ) to rule 
a Colony, the Intereſts of which he underſtod % 
well; aud feeing a Neceſſity of purſuing the ſame 
Meaſures with the former Governors, and conſi- 
—.— the ſtrict Orders of the Zng/i/fh — he 

et about extirpating the Pyrates, w re- 
mained with his uſual Reſolution. How far ſuch 
2 Conduct can be excuſed in him, who had been 
the moſt notorious of them all, I ſhall not deter- 
mine ; altho* there was at the ſame Time, a great 
Diſparity af Circumſtances betwixt them z. for Sir 
Henry never ated without any expreſs Commit: 
fion, which he imagined ſanQtifed his Actions; 
and whenever it was recalled, he too laid afide his 
former Courſe of Life, and committed not one 
wratical Action, after the Government withdrew 
us Protection. | | 
Theſe, on the other hand, were ſuch who ated 
againſt expreſs Declarations, without any Com- 


> 


[ecker 6. of FAMATCA. 


bl Olicers: Bur which way 
. that Sir 


Y 

He got Intelligence of one Lern, © 
= old Pyro that was in , With a Sloop 
and a Bar ; welt armed, and immediate- 
ly diſpa hed a Sloop,. which was an excellent Sai · 

him. He cautiouſly went 
ſet Centinels to 
otice of his Ap- 
h, came u with A ſmart Enga it 
rd came ee Tim. A for a long 
with the greateſt — and DE 1 a 
Shot happening. to Captain 
Sloop, I Nel became diſheartened, and — 
were ſoon boarded: Some of them 
Canoes, but the greateſt Part * and had 
arter given. 

ir Henry refuſed to do on thefe Of- 
fenders himlelf, but ſent them to the — 
of Carthagena hy Captain Thich their Grimes where — 
— with the Five * 

He continued in the Government till the Year 
1682, and ſtill behaved in ſuch a manner as gain- 
ed him univerſal Efteem. He ſhewed the World, 
that he equally underſtood the Arts of Peace and 
of War; that he was qualified to governs as well 
as to fight, and that in-all Stations of Life he was 
a great Man. I have ſeen here à eurious Picture 
_—— r 
at Length, and there appears ſomething 
and majeſtick in his Countenanee, that — — 
fuaded none can look upon it without a of 
Veneration. As he was at firſt a Servant 
to a Planter in Barbadbes, tho' that State of 
Life be the meaneſt and moſt diſgraceful, which 
2 white Man can be in, yet he never diſawmed 
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the Fact; yea, ſo far to the contrary, that the 
Chain and Pot-hooks are painted by his oun 
Order in the Picture I ſpoke of juſt now. Theſe 
are Inſtruments which are uſed to puniſh Slaves 
and Servants, when they commit a Fault; and 
ſuch an Inſtance of a truly great Soul, which, 
amidſt almoſt a regal Pomp, was not unmindful 
of its priſtine State, is rarely to be found; at leaſt, 
I'm ſure, it was never before or ſince kiiown 
Sir Thomas Lynch was again made Governor: 
He arrived in the Year 1682. His encouraging 
Pyrates firſt turned him out, and his Loyalty to 
the King, which. he expreſſed on all Occaſions, 
The firſt thing he ſet about, was regulating 
fveral Abuſes which had inſenſibly crept into 
the Government ; and finding that their Laws 
were but ill patched up, and worſe obſerved, he 
ſummoned a Body of Men, which compoſed the 
beſt Aſſembly Jamaica ever ſaw. With indefa- 
tigable Care and Induſtry, they compiled a Body 
of Statutes, which are ſo well ſuited to the Cir- 
cumſtances of this Place, that ſucceeding Aſſemblies 
have added very little to theſe excellent Regula- 
tions. In my next I ſhall give you a ſummary 
Account of them, which at one View, will ſhew 
you the Difference betwixt our Statutes here, 
and thoſe of the Brit;/ Legiſlature, and enable 
you to form an Idea of the Difference of being 
overned according to the one and the other. 
But before I conclude this Letter, I ſhall obſerve, 
That this Aſſembly, great as it was, ſeemed to 
be actuated too much by Party- principles; for, 
on the News of the Preſbyterian Plot, the Gover- 
nor went and acquainted them with it, and they 
attended his Excelleecy ſoon after with an Ad- 
dreſs, that a Day might be ſolemnly ſet 105 
for a Thankſgiving, on Account of its happy 
covery,, and timeiy Prevention, Indeed they 
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ſeemed to be agitated with the ſame perſecuting 
Spirit which at that time too much prevailed in 
England. - It was then faſhionable to be ſevere 
to Diſſenters; and tho' Jamaica was ne- 
ver troubled with many, yet they in their 
oficious Wiſdom, took care to provide againſt | 
them. Several Laws were enacted, and ſeveral 
Penalties annexd, againſt thoſe of a different Com- 
munion from the Church of Ergland ; and they 
thought it Merit to make a Stir againſt a Set of 
honeſt Men, who never intended to trouble them 
about their Non-conformity. | 
This ſhews us how far the Beſt may be miſ- 
led, and what a fatal Influence a miſtaken Zeal 
may have even on good Minds; for altho* their 
Principles might have induced them to ſupport 
the Church of England, yet good ones could 
never teach them to perſecute Diſſenters, much 
leſs to make penal Laws againſt Non-conformi- 
ty, when neither the Name nor Thing was hardly 
known among them. 3 
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LETTER VI. 


SIR, 
| Here preſent you with an Abſtract of the Laws 


now in Force in Jamaica; they were moſtly. 
compiled, as I faid in my laſt, during the ſecond - 
Government of Sir Thomas Lynch, by a Set of as 
eminent Men as ever compoſed an Aſſembly. The 
Laws of Jamaica are printed at large in a neat 
02ave Volume, and a very curious and exact Ab- 
rat made of them in a general Collection of the 
Plantation Laws, which I have moſtly made uſe of 
in the following Detail, and added, both from the 
printed Statutes of 1718, and likewiſe from _ 
ce 


Office, ſuch as are moſt material, or 
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fince enacted, which are kept in the eco 
deferve Ne 


, 0 
tice. | | 
You will obſerve,. that whatever bad Charadte; 


be given of this Place, its Wickedneſs proceed; 


not from a Want of good Regulations ;. but fron 
a Neglect of putting them in Execution. 


( Of ALz-nouses and Taverns. 


None ſhall have any Licence from the Goyer: 
nor to retail any ſtrong Liquors, without Certif- 
eate under the Hands of 'Two Juſtices of Peace, 
and good Security given in the Secretary's Offce 


' of 100 J. Penalty, not to ſuffer any Diſorders in 


his Houſe. 
None ſhall ſell Rum or 1 without 
Licence from the Juſtices in Seſſions, and Seci- 
rities firſt given, under the Penalty of 40 x. for 
every Offence. 

one ſhall entertain in their Houſes, ſo licet 
ſed, any to tipple or drink in time of divine Ser 
vice, under Penalty of 20 5s: and the Perſon or 
Perſons ſo found, each of them 5 s. to be levy'd 
by Diſtreſs, upon auy one Juſtice of Peace 

arrant. 

Whoever ſhall diſhonour G O D by open Pr. 
haneneſs or Blaſphemy,-ſhall upon Conviction, be 
ned 20 J. or more, for every ſuch Offence 

Servants ſhall be liable to ſuch corporal Punil 
ment as the Judge ſhall think meet, Life and 


. Limb , 


Every Perſon ſo licenſed, -as aforeſaid, who fi 
fers common Gaming, ſhall forfeit 10 J. and be 
that wins any Money by Fraud or falſe Dice, ſhal 
forteit treble the Value thereof upon Conviction; 
and no Sum above 40 5s. won at one Game or bf 
Betting, ſhall be recoverable. All Bonds, Com 
tracts, and Securities for above that Sum, Won ® 
aforeſaid, ſhall be void. Provide 
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provided, any Maker of Rum may, by him- 
3 ſell and vend the ſame pure and 


| The foreſaid Penalties ſhall be one half to 

de King, towards the Support of the Govern- 

| ment, the other to the Informer, who ſhall ſue for 
the fame in any Court of Record in this Iſland, 
wherein no Efſoign, c. ſhall be allowed. 


Of ArrgsTs and ExgcuTiON. 


: None ſhall be adjudged Free-holders of known 
| Reſidence, unleſs he poſſeſs five Acres planted, or 
a Houſe of 100 J. per uu on his Free-hold, 
| and all others ſhall be liable to Arreſts. | 
Sugar, Ginger, Anotto, Indico, Cocoa, Cotton, 
or Pimento, — upon Writ of op 1 4 
- na, ſhall be carried to Pert-Royal at the 
dant's Charge, and there apprailed by the Church- 
warden's upon Oath ; which Goods fo appraiſed, 
. ſhall be by the Prove/t Marſhal delivered to the 
. Patil, a8 "by Ran SOOT 97" FO 
|] oney, 
The ſaid Church-wardens ſhall receive from 
; the Defendant 4 4. per Pound for what they 
ſhall appraiſe ; and if they refuſe to appraiſe, 
on Oath, the Goods ſo taken, he or they ſo & 4 
Jing, ſhall forfeit for every ſuch Refuſal 10 J. half 
to the King, and half to the Informer, to be re- 


covered by Bill, Plaint, &c. in any Court, &c. 
Of ASSEMBLY. 


In every Aſſembly hereafter to be called by the 
King's Writ in this Iſland, there ſhall. be three 
Repreſentatives for the Pariſh of St. Katharine's, 
Port-Royal, and Kingfton, and two for every 
other Pariſh in the Ifland ; and the Prove Mar- 
Hal ſhall give Notice to the Parties within 
ten Days after their Election. 


fa TT - I» T 


w = & 7 


BY DT = 


* 


Every 


7 


120 A New His Tory Letter) 
Every Perſon elected muſt be a Free- Holder 


in the Iſland, and none can vote at an Eleclion, 
but Free-holders in the ſame Pariſl. 
» W Ap 
Of BuiLlDin. 
None hot india at Port-Royal, within thirty 
Feet of the High-water Mark, excepting the 
Wherry-place ; and ſuch Houſes as are already, 
or ſhall be built within thirty Feet, ſhall be taken 
down and removed within fix Months, or other: 
wiſe the Proprietors ſhall build a ſtrong ſubſtantil 
Wharf of thirty Feet broad. 
No Houle ſhall be built farther Northward on 
the Harbour than Major Bach's and Captain 
Fauimmer 8. | 
When any Fire ſhall happen at Port-Royal, or 
any other 'Town, two or three of the chief Officer 
of the ſame Town or Pariſh ſhall order the pulli 
down or blowing up of ſuch Houſes, as they 
Judge meet for ſtopping the Fire ; and if the Fir 
be opped by ſuch means, the ſaid Houſes ſhall be 
id for by thoſe whoſe Houſes in the ſaid Tow 
Hal not be burnt ; for which a Tax ſhall be made 
and levied among them : But if the Houſe where 
the Fire begins ſhall be judged fit to be pulled 
down to prevent the ſpreading, the Owner of 
ſuch Houſe ſhall have no Satisfaction. 
Owners of Houſes and Lands on the South-fide 
of Port- Royal, from Fort-Rupert to the Houſe of 
Edward Watkins ſhall ſerve their reſpective Fro: 
rtions of Land joining on the Sea, and with 3 
ubſtantial Wharf of laſting Timber, under the fe. 
_ nalty of 10 J. for every Year's Neglect; Oe 
Third to the King, One to the Poor of the Fs 
' Tiſh, and One Third to the Informer. For the! 
' Encouragement to wharf, the Church ſtreet {hall 
be added to their Lands and Free-holds propor- 
tionably, as they bound upon the ſame, they lea. 
ing a Paſſage of eighteen Feet open. 2 


* . 
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South-ſide, than what is now bnilt. 

None ſhall fetch or dig up any Stones from the 
„ &. 
out 


every Offence. 2 * | 
No Wrecks ſhall be laid up in the Harbour of 
Por:-Royal ; and if any decayed Veſlel fink there, 


it ſhall be removed the Owner within one 
Monti, or he hall forfeit 20.4. for every Month 
it hes. 1 | 

The Fines and Penalties of this Act ſhall be 
One Third to the King, One Third to the. Church- 
yardens of the reſpective Pariſhes, and One Fhird 
to the Informer. 

Every Perſon that ſhall entertain any Seaman 
belonging to any trading Ship, in any Harbour 
of this Iſland, after Eight at Night, ſhall forfeit 
40.5, one half to the Poor of the Pariſh, the other 
to the Maſter or Commander of the Ship, to be 
recovered by a Juſtice of Peace's Warrant, as 
other Debts not exceeding 40 /. 


Of CATTLE. 


All Plantatiens bounding on Sawazxeahs, High: 
ways, & c. and Paſtures made out of Wood-lands, 
ſhall be ſufficiently fenced in. | 

If any Damage ſhall be done by any Stock in 
any Plantation Jo fenced, the Damage and the 
Sufficiency of the Rence ſhall be determined by 
the Oath of three Free-holders, and the Owner 
of the Stock ſhall pay deuble the Damage done, 
to be recovered before any Juſtice of Peace, if 


not exceeding . if more in any Court of 
Record. 2 1 


No Perſon whatſoever ſhall kill any Cattle, 
e, Mare, Mule, « under the Pe- 


nalty 
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nalty of 15 J. to be recovered in any Court of 
Record, by the Owner or Proprietor of the fad 


. | «0.4 $ O36 3 iy” L 
All Owners of Neat Cattle fhall keep one 
White Man at each Penn, and two white Men at 
every Penn whereunto belong above two hundred 
Head of Cattle, Penalty 20 J. for every white 
Man wanting for the Space of three Months, 
half to the Poor of the Pariſh, half to the In- 
Mn. 7 tr 055i vets i fe 3 apa Ren 
| ee —_ — * once in 
three Nights at „or the Damage double 
which ſuch Cattle ſhall "Hh | 
Strays ſhall belong to the Proprietor of the 
Ground where taken up, provided he cries the 
Stray. three Court-days with proper Deſcriptions, 
and turns the ſame looſe in the feeding Ground, 
with a With about the Neck for a Year; andif 
not claimed in that time, the Property ſhall be 
his. Ear-mark'd or burnt-mark'd Cattle ſhall be- 
long to the right Owners, if claimed: any time 
after the Expiration of the Year, - | ©. | 
The Clerk of each reſpective Court of Record 
in this Iſland ſhall make Entry, and toll all Sorts 
of Cattle that ſhall be fold from one Perſon to 
another, which are to be vouched by two ſuffici- 
ent and known Perſons ; which Entry and Toll 
ſhall be good againſt all former Sales, or any 
other Title, except where the Prowe/t-Marſbal 
has levied the ſame in Execution; the Clerk's 
Fre ſor Entry, 1. 1 
No Perſon whatſaever ſhail carry Fire, ot 
ſmoak Tobacco in any Savannah Plantation or 
High-way, under Penalty of 10 5s. for every Ot 
fence to him that ſhall ſue; and further to pa) 
all Damages that may happen; and in caſe of 
Inability, to be whipt at the Diſcretion of any 
one Juſtice of Peace; provided Owners of Land 
may carry Fire in their own Plantation, but * 


a 
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ble to ſatisfy the Damage that may happen to 


others... 22 JJ 44754144. * 
None ſhall drive or ride in any Savannah as a 
common Horſe-catcher, without firſt giving Secu- 
rity for their Honeſty, ang obtaining Leave from 
the Proprietors of the Savannab, or the major 
part of them, under the Penalty of 20 J. one Third 
to the King, one to the Proprietors of the Sa- 
vannah, and the other to him that ſhall ſue. 

No common Driver or Horſe-catcher ſhall ſell 
or barter any Ho:ſe, Mare, or other Cattle, with- 
out bringing two ſufficient Evidences to vquch for 
him before the Clerk of ſome Court, that he bred, 
or otherwiſe came lawfully by them under the Pe- 
nalty of 50 J. to be diſpoſed as before; and 
the Bape without  ſach- Vouchment, - ſhall for- 
= 20 | 

If any. Driver or Horſe catcher ſhall fraudu- 
lently and deſignedly put ny falſe Mark, or de- 
face any old Mark, he ſhall, for ſuch Offence be 
guilty of Felony. | 

If any Keeper or Owner of Goats ſhall ſuffer 
his Goats to feed upon another Man's Land, the 
Owner of the Land ſhall recover his Damage 
for ſuch Treſpaſs, as the Jury ſhall give in any 
Court -of Record, and full Coſts of Suit in the 
ſaid Action. . Wee 
No common Horſe-catcher ſhall ride or drive 
in any Savannah, without giving 100 J. Bond, 
with ſufficient Security to the ſaſtices in open 
Seſſions, under Penalty of 10 J. for every Of- 
fence ; and having ſo done, he ſhall obtain an 
Order from the Juſtices then ſitting, to ride 
and drive, c. 11 | ; 
No ſuch common Horſe-catcher ſhall mark any 
Cattle, without giving Notice in the Pariſh- 
ay ns Sabbath-day before, under Penalty. 

20 4. | | 


* 
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Of Cn ARITABLE Uszs. 


All Gifts, Grants, Conveyances and Deviſtz 
of Lands, Tenements, Rents, Goods and Chat. 
tels, to any pious, charitable or publick Uſe, 
for Maintenance of ſeveral iſters, erecting 4f 
Churches, Chapels, Schools, Colleges, Alms-hoy. 
ſes or Hoſpitals, or their Maintenance, 
made, or to be made within the Space of twenty 
Years next enſuing, are hereby confirmed and 
made good, according to the true Intent and 
Meaning of the Donors or Deviſers 0 
ing out of this Act ſuperſtitious Uſes, or for 
Maintenance of any Teacher -not law fully ofdain- 
ed or allowed by the Church of Zxgland) 


Of Cnuncnwanbzus ard PaRIS BBS. 


All Goods in Caſts landed upon, or ſhipped 
from the Bridge at Paſſage-Fort, fhall pay 14, 
rr Ton, and fo proportionally. 

The Church wardens of St. Kathatint's ſhall 
take care that the faid Bridge be 1 
cient Repair, under Penalty of 10 J. Half to the 
Informer; and half to the Poor of the Pariſh. 

The ſaid Church-wardens ſhall appoint Ol. 
lectors of the ſaid Duty, and employ the fame 
to the Uſe and of the ſaid Pariſh of . 
1175 hb the- ſaid Duty, the Cal 

If an to e- ſai * , 
lector * detain in his Poſſeſſion the Good 
of che Perſons refuſing, till SatisfaKion. 

The The Miniſter of each Pariſh ſhall be one 
of the Veſtry, and > nw Gl 
_ Notice were nat firſt given to him © 
ere 


The High ways from the Ford of Rio Core to 
Major Needham's Walk, ſhall be maintained by 
the Inhabitants of 8+ Thomas in the * 1 


= 
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A Line from the Head of Swift River to 
the South Bounds of St. Aung 's, hill be the 
Eaſterly and Weſterly Bounds of the Pariſhes of 
Se. Elizabeth and Glarendon. 

The Place called and known by the Name of 
Kingſton, in the Pariſh of St. Andrew's, on the 
Harbour of Port- Neyal, bounded South the 
Harbour, Welt and Norch by the Lands of 
Sir William Beefton, and continued from a 
Callabaſs on the Northern Corner, by a ſtrait 
Line to the Foot of the long Mountain, and 
from thence till it meet witz-the Bounds of the 
Pariſh of Port- Royal, ſhall be for ever hereafter 
eſteemed, to all Intents and Purpoſes,- an intire 
and diſtin Pariſh, ſcparate from the Pariſh',of 
St. Andrew's, and called tlie Town and Pariſh 
r 

And ſhall er joy all Benefits, Pri Rights 
and Immiinities, that any Pariſn or Precin& 
within this Iſlend has, or ought to have and 
particularly, that there ſhall be chofen Three 
Repreſentatives to ſerve in every Aſſembly, af 
ter the firſt Pr tion or this preſent Aſſem- 
bly, for the {aid Town and Pariſh: of. Kizgftop. 

Alſo there ſhall be- erected, eftabliſhed, and 
held in the ſaid Town, a QiarterSeffion for 
the Peace, and a Court of. Gon as, wich 
the ſame Power as was lately exerciſed at Part- 
— and which Court ſhall be held once every 
3 and the Seſſions every Three 

onths. | | 

The Receiver-General, Secretary, and Naval 
Officer, ſhall by themſelves, or Deputies, keep in 
the Town of King /ton their ſeveral Offices, as 
heretofore. in Port-Royal, on Penalty of 50 J. each, 
for every Month's Neglect, Half to the Ki 
Half to the Informer, to be recovered in the 
preme Court, wherein no Eſſoign, Cc. 


I 3 Of 
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Of Cov vars and PAO zomovarLaw 


The 2 of the ſupreme Court of Judicatur 
ſhall have Cognizance of all Pleas, civil, 

and mixed, as fully as. the King s-Bench, Con. 
mon- Pleas, and Exchequer have in Ex land 3 and 

the ſame Court ſhall conſtantly kept at 9, 
Jago de la Vega, and not elſewhere, once ey 
T os Months, of which there ſhall be Five Judgs 
Three of the Quorum.” 

The ſeveral inferior Courts of Common, Pier n 
this Iſland, ſhall have Jariſdiction, where Free-holl 
is not concerned, to the Value of 20 J. and ty 
more; and ſhall be kept once every three Months, 
provided the  Judges-of the Court at Porr-Rydl 
may keep the ſame once every TWO Months; and 
the Chancellor here may appoint Jaſicks 1 in Nan | 
terios Courts. 

None ſhall execute the Office of aJ vide i in any of 


tze foreſaid Courts, till he has taken the Oath 


of . Allegiance and Supremacy in open Court: 
and no Fudge ſhall receive any Profit, Benefit a 
Advantage; but what is lowed them 'by the At 
of this III. and, under the Penalty of oo 
The Judges of the ſeveral Courts ſhall order and 
eftabliſh Rules and Orders; for the regular Practice 
in their Courts, as fully, to all Intents“ A the 
8 Jadges in the ſeveral Courts in agli leg 
do. $.-15 14; Ow! 
No Counſellor or Attorney ſhall be admitted 
| practiſe in any of the ſaid Courts, till he hath taken 
the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, e. un. 
der Penalty of 20 J. And whatſoever Counſellon 
or Attornies ſhall, by Negligence or Ignorance, 
- miſtake his Client's C auſe, ſhall ſuffer à Noni; 
he on they, ſo offending, ſhall by Rule of Cour, 
without any further Proceſs, pay the Party agi 
ved fall Caſts of Suit. The 
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The Judges may- at all times 2 


Court, order Amendments in matter of Form 
ly and ſhall not, upon a [Writ of Error or N 


tion in Arreſt, Toverlo wy n for aner of 


Form only. 

No Aion of Wa be reins in any 
Court of this land, — Hal) be brou of known 
Reſidence arreſted — —— out of the ſaid 

Courts; Penalty 20 J id by the Plaintiff 

to the Party ſo arreſted 125 | Proceedings there- 
Pr, Jie hat bo dens Taper | Court of Judi- 

No Suit in the: 

cature for any Matter or 2 Value of 
20 J. upon the Penalty of 20 l. to be paid by the 

Plaintiff; but ſuch Cauſes ſhall be tried in the in- 
ferior Courts; provided, the Inhabitants of $7. 
Katharine's, Se. Dorothy's, St. Thomas inthe Vale's, 
and St. John's, may ſue in the ſupreme Court for 
any Sum, till they ſhall haye petty Courts: n 
in their own Pariſhes. | 


In all inferior Courts, upon n and the 


Defendant doth not appear, Judgment ſhall go by 
Default, as in the 1— 8 Court, the Proweſ/t- 


Marſhal making- Oath in open Court, that the 
— was legally — F ourteen Days be- 
ore. 

Upon a Dotheatar exhibited i in Debt, upon Spe- 
ciality, or a Cnteſit ſolvere, and diſcloſing the 
ſpecial Matter: to the chief Judge of — 
Court, that the Debitor is either gone: off the 
Mand; or 4 Nen e inventus returied, an Attach- 
ment ſhall iſſue: againſt the Goods and Chattles, 
Ec. of the Debitor, in whoſe Hands ſoever; and 
upon Conviction, and the Plaintiff vided the 


Debt due, and no Part paid and. giving 
to reſtore the ſame with pls ; Damages, if ir dt. 
Charles, Monies, 


proved, he ſhall have 8 
put in Bail, 


Debt out of the ſaid 
olved ; 725 the, Partics 


—— 


Sc. but if any A ttorney ap 
the Attachment ſhall be di 


« * 
— = — 2 Y 2 — oy 
* — — —— o 
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in hoſe Hands the Goods, c. are attached, ſhal 
| * the tame before the Attachment be ff. 
| or diſſalved, they ſhall make Satisfaction 
to the Flaintiff out of their own proper Eſiates. 
All Debts not — 2 where the Debitor 
is 225 off, f ſupra, recoverable 
—— — Attachment, in 245 
— and Form as abo abore-aid. 
All Summons from any Court. ſhall be delivered 
to the Party, or left at his Dwelli Four- 
teen Days before the ſeveral Courts, by a ſwom 
- Marſhal, except at Port-Rayal: and there it ſtal 
be delivered Ten Days the Court,  other- 
wiſe the Defendantnot bound to compear. 
Nezleuiat, Foreign Attachments at the ſuprene 
Court, and Warrants of Arreſt, may be ſerved at 
any time. 
No Execution ſhall be taken out, or executed, 
till Re Days after Judgment, except it 
Port-Royal; and there Execution iſſue Ten 
Days alla 4 Judgment. No Negroes Houſes, not 


— manner of Utenſils belonging to. a Plantation 
and Work, ſhall be taken in Execution, where the 
Defendant ſhall offer other. Goods to ſatisfy the 
- Debts and Coſts. 
The Defendant ſhall, have — to carry 
- -Goods, taken in Execution, to Mar 1 
fell chem, firſt. acquainting the Marſhal who took 
| them upon the Execution, that ſo he may e. 
a_ the Produce thereof; if the Defendant ne 
to ſell them, till Ten Days before the next 
| = the Marſhal ſhall take the Goods, and fel 
them by publick Qutecry. - 
I Negroes Houſes and Utenſils. be taken. i 
Execution, for want of other Goods,. they flal 
not be removed, till a Venditioni exponas ive, 
impowering the. Prowe/f-Mar/hal to ſell them, 0r 
| n ther they be made away, to levy and ſell = 
ther Goods, or in Default of Goods, to take de 


Defendant's Body, Ec, , | After 
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After the Goods ſhall be fold I 


publick Out- 
ery, the — be paid to Plaintif, or 


his Order, within Ten Days, under the Penalty 
of half the Debt, to be received by the Plaintiff to | 
his own Uſe. | 
'TheMarſhal ſhall not take in Execution Negroes, 
or Utenſils, ar ſupra, if the Defendant ſhews him 
any Stock or Cattle, in a Penn, which may be 
fold by publick Outcry, as aforeſaid. 
All Accidents that happen, while Goods taken 
in Execution remain in the Defendant's Poſſeſſion, 
ſhall be borne and made good by the Defendant. 
Where the Body of the Defendant ſhall be taken 
n Execution; yet, if any Effects afterwards ap- 
pear, the Plaintiff may take out another Execution, 
and levy his Debt upon the ſame. , 
Where Priſoners in Execution have nothing to 


If any Creditor 
Priſoner ſhall be ſet to Hire, ſuch Creditor ſhall 


pay the Prifoner 3 s.. 64. — 
If the Priſoner ſo let to Hire at any ti 
after, come to have an Eftate, having not. ſatisfied 


his Debts, another Execution u n the former 
his Goods and 


to the King, half to the P ieved. 
Other Fines mentioned in ths AR, and not ex- 
preſly diſpoſed. of, ſhall be half to the Ling, 
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.  ACreditor may ſtop Arreſt, and detain in Priſon 
by due Proceſs of Law, any Debitor that 

to depart this. Ifland, when the Martial Law i 

in Force, and the Common Law ſuſpended, (vid; 
—_— _ ſhall pay or ſatisfy the Debt; and 
in of ſuch going off or Departure, a forei 

Attachment may iffue againſt his Goodsor Chan 
as in time of the Common Law; any thing in ay 
former Act ſeeming to trary notwithſtani 
. 291.26 > 


: Of Fx 18. 


The ſeveral Fees due in the Secretary's Office, 
and in the ſupreme Court; the Provoſt-Marſhal' 
Fees; the Pees of inferior Courts and their Mar- 
hals, of the Clerk of the Peace and Coroner; 
the Fees of the Great Seal, of the Surveyors and 
| ri! are; the Fees of the Naval Force, and of the 
Clerk of the Market, are all aſcertained and ſet 

down; for which ſee the Act at large. 
No Still- yards ſhall be uſed for weighing in aty 
Market or Huckſter's Shop, under the Penalty of 
20 f. foreach Time, half to the Poor of tit 
Pariſh, half to the Informer. 39 
No Butcher or Turtler ſhall ſell any Meat ot 
Turtle by Retail, but in open Market, - unde! 
Penalty of 40 5, to the Poor of the Pariſh, rec 
verable before any Juſtice of the Peace. | 
What Officer ſoever thall-demand- or take af 
greater Fees than are allowed by this Act, and be 
thereof dul convicted, he ſhall forfeit 100 J. hal 
to the King, and half to the Informer. | 
2 Af — Lawyer or Attorney, aſk 0! 
- rective greater Fees than are eſtabliſhed by tw 
AR, and thereof be convicted, he ſhall forfeit 10 - 
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w the Party gri red; and be unca pable of i 
y more in this Iſlandee. 
| + HH 1:541 300 vie an rent? 


Of HreuwarYrs./: .' 


The Veſtry of each Pariſh ſhall upon every 
third Monday in January, chuſe four or more 
Freeholders, each having thirty Acres of Free- 
hold, to be Surveyors for the Year enſuing ; 
and each Veſtry- man negleCting, ſhall forfeit 40. 
I Default of-the Veſtry, the Juſtices ſnall ap- 

int, ove is; 2701593 21 Hans ga 24208) 
Which wry at ſo choſen as appointed, 
ſhall within ten procure | 
ſworn before a Juſtice, for the faithful an di- 
lgent Performance of the Office upon the Penalty 
of 20 J. Sterling. ; c 3467] Me r 

The ſaid Surveyors, having viewed the De- 
ſects in the High-ways and Bridges, ſhall within: 
ſixteen Days, inform the Juſtices and Veſtry there- 
of, who ſhall order a Tax for the Amendment by 
the laſt of February or elſe the Surveyors / 
make ſuch Tax in Writing to be confirmed by 
two Juſtices, &c. | | 

The High-ways ſhall be fixty Feet wide, -in 
landing Wood forty, where the Wood is only. 
on one Side, and twenty four in open Ground. 

Where a new Path or Road is wanting, or 
old Ways may with more Conveniency be turned 
or altered, any Juſtice of Peace ſhall on Requeſt, 
iſſue his Warrant to the next Conſtable to ſum- 
mon a Jury, who ſhall view, lay out, or alter 
kuch Paths or Roads with moſt Conveniency, up- 
on their Oaths; which ſhall be filed and record- 
ed at the next Quarter-Sefſions of that Pariſh; un- 
der the Hands of the Surveyor and Jury. And 
tne Surveyor that neglects his Duty herein, ſhall 

rieit 20 J. f | | | 

All Acts and Doings, touching the Ways, ars 
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to be recorded in the Veſtry-book ; which Record 
all Places 2 — nom b 
Surveyors may iſſue their Warrants to the Con. 
ſtable or Tything-man, to warn in Worker, or 
to levy Money according to the Tax or Rate 
aforeſai —— — to ſend in his Pre. 
n of Workers, J. Day, 
Eee of is e, 1 
uſtice neglecting his Duty in the Pre, 
miſcs hall forfeit 19 4. Every Velen — 
veyor, Conſtable, Juror, and Clerk of the Veſty, 
1 no Penalty is before ſet) 5 J. for each Of. 
Which Forfeitures ſhall be 


River Plantation in the Pariſh of Sr. Mary's, 
unto the Plantation late of Andrew Holloway it pre 
Wagwater, and ſo into the Pariſh of St. 4. 


drew's, ſhall be a — Road, or King“ 
i y, between two Pariſhes of St. 
79's, St. Andrew's. k 


The Path or Road from — fou 

in the Pariſh of Sr. George's leading towards d. 

Andrew's, fhall, by its neareſt Courſe, fall into nal 

the Path coming from the ſaid Orazge-River ; N 

and the ſame ſhall be a publick R or the 

King's High-way between the Pariſhes of . der 

George's and St. Andrew's. | and 
The Surveyors of the Highways for the Pi 

raſh of Se. 's ſhall, as oft as need ſhall r- 

Eire, clear and mend the Road from the Oro” 
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River to the Ford at the Foot of the Hill at 
Liitle Tom's River. And the Pariſh of Sz. George 
ſhall clear their Road from. Annotta-Bay unto, the 
aid Place. And the Pariſh of St. Andrew's ſhall 
clear the ſaid Ford and Road leading from thence 
unto the ſaid Ho/lowvay's Plantation at Wagwa- 
ter, and ſo forward into the Pariſh of $7. Au- 
drew's. | 

The reſpective Surveyors of the High-ways of 
St. Mary's, St. George's, and St. Andrew's, ſhall be 
ſubje& to the like Pains and Penalties for their 
Neglect; and in the ſame manner to be recover- 
ed and applied, as is appointed in the 4#s for 
High-aways. x 4 / 

Where it ſhall at any time be found neceſſary, 
that the ſaid Paths, or. any of them be turned or 
altered, it ſhall be done in ſuch manner as, in the 
ſaid Act for the High-ways, is appointed. | 

Church-wardens and Surveyors of the High- 
ways ſhall proceed in the Diſcharge of their Du- 
ties, and the Juſtices and Veſtries in the reſpec- 
tive Pariſhes and Precincts, as well when Martial 
Law is in Foree, as at any other time, and under 
tie like Penalties for Neglect. 

This Act to continue in Force during the 
preſent War with France, and no longer. 


HUNT ING. 


None ſhall hunt any Gang of Dogs within 
four Miles of any Crawl or Settlement, except on 
his own Land, or Leave from the Proprietor ; Pe- 
nalty 10 J. | 

None ſhall ſet any Snare or Enginein any Place 
whatſoever, except his own planted Ground, un- 
der Penalty of 40 5. for every time he fo offends, 
and to pay all Damages that may happen. 


K : JusT1CEs 
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JvsT1czs of PEACE. 


X. en Treſpaſſes, and other Matters not 

ng 40 s. (where the Titles of Lands an 

not MN be heard and de 

without Irrel. by any Juſtice of Peace of thi 

Ifland ; who, upon-Complaint made, ſhall 2 

Warrant or Summons ; and in caſe of Nena: 

pearance, ſhall iſſue out a Warrant of Con 

the Conſtable, to bring the Contemner before 

and may, if he-ſce Gauſe, fine the — — 

not above 10 5. for the Uſe of the Pariſh. 


After Judgment given, the Juſtice may 2 
the Contakte, t 


Warrant of Diſtreſs directed to 
levy the Fine, Debt, Damages and. Charges upon 
the 449 — s Goods, expoking the _ to 9 7 
and returning the Ove 2 
want of Diſtieg, to take de Desenlants Bos 
Execution. 

The Juſtice may receive for each Warrant 1 
3 4. and no more. The Conſtable, as much, 
with 6 4. for each Mile he travels, provided the 


Whole excceds not 5 s 
The Juſtice ſhall keep a Record of all ſuch Pro- 


ceedings, under the Penalty of 10 5. half to the 
Poor, and half to the Informer. 


. Laws and Law-SulrTs. 


In all Writs of Eſcheat hereafter to be granted 
the Provoſt-Martial ſhall inquire, by a Jury, the 
true Value of an Eſtate, which any Perſon dying 
without Heirs, was ſeized of; and after Office A 
found, and returned into the ſupreme Court, and * 
Judgment thereupon given and recorded, the Go- bi, 
vernor, or Commander in chief, may grant tif be 
ſaid eſcheated Eſtate under the Broad- of thi if 


Mand. . | Provided ö 
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Provided that a Clauſe be in the ſaid Grant 
nſerted, That if a right Heir appears, and claims 
within three Years, the Grant to be void. And 
the Value of the faid Eſtate ſhall be ſecured to be 
paid into the Treaſury by the Grantee at the 
End of three Years, in caſe no Heir claims in that 
Time: and in caſe there be an Heir, then to be- 
paid out of the Treaſury to ſuch Heir. ; 

All Bills of Sale and Cony2aites, made by 
Huſband and Wife, and acknowledged before the 
Judge of any Court of Record in this Iſland, and 
recorded, ſhall be good and valid againſt the 
Claims of all Perſons whatſoever, as it paſt by 
Fine and Recovery at We/tminſfter. 

Where any Improvement is made upon ſuch 
eſcheated Lands, as above-ſaid, by the Patentee 
during the three Years, the Heir, before his en- 
tering on the ſame, ſhall ſatisfy the Patentee his 
C and Intereſt, for the ſame. | 

original Acts already made, or to be made, 
ſhall be lodged in the Secretary's Office of Inrol- 
ments at Se. Jago de la Vega; and the Secreta-- 
ry ſhall ſhew them to thoſe who have Occaſion to 
view the ſame, and give Copies of them, or an 
Clauſe in any of them ; for which he ſhall be al- 
lowed 8 d. per Sheet, ſixteen Lines to a Sheet, 
and fourteen Words to a Line. And he ſhall be al- 
towed for comparing and examining any Copy. 
containing the whole Body of the Laws, 40 5. 

The Secretary, or his lawful Deputy in his 
ſtead, ſhall give Bond with good 2 of 
4000 J. Penalty, with Condition, That he Hall 
well and faithfully execute the Office of Secretary, 
and Clerk of the Inrolments of this Iſland of Ja- 
maica, and alſo faithfully keep and preſerve in 
bis aid Office all and every the As of this Hand, 
&. and in all things elſe comply with the Duty 
of the Jaid Office, according to the Truſt repoſed 
in him, and according to the | Fung of this F/ 
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M1L1TT a. 


No Perſon from Fifteen to. Sixty Years of 
Age, ſhall remain unliſted, in Foot or Horſe 
for the Space of Six. Weeks, under Penalty of 
405. | 

Every Foot-Soldier ſhall. be provided with 
a well-fixed Muſket or Fuzeee, or a good 
Pike. and Sword, or Lance and Piſtol. © Each 
Muſketeer ſhall have, when he a „ fix Char: 
ges of Powder, and one Cartouch-Box ; Penal. 
ty for not appearing, 10 s. and for want of ary 
due Accoutrements, 4. s. | 

Every Horſe-Soldier ſhall be provided with a 
ood Horſe of 10 J. Value at leaſt, with good 

urniture, Piſtols, Sword,. and half a Pound of 
Powder; Penalty 6 s. for want of any due Ac- 
coutrements, and 10 3. for each time of Abſence. 

Every Foot-Soldier ſhall have, at his Habita- 
tion, two Pounds of good Powder, and Six Pounds 
of Bullet; and every Trooper at his place of 
Abode, a well-fixed Carbine, four Pounds of 
fine Powder, and twelve Pounds of ſizeable Bul- 

lets; Penalty 10 s. for each Default. 
A commiſſioned Officer ſhall not be compella· 
ble to lift himſelf, by this Act, in any Company or 
Troop, or ſerve in any Capacity beneath his for. 
mer Commiffion, unleſs ſuch Perſon hath been 
degraded by a Court-Martial.. | 

No Perſon liſted ſhall depart without his Cap» 
tain's Licence, on Penalty of 40 . No Com- 
mander of a Company or Troop ſhalll refuſe to 
give a Diſcharge in Writing to any that is fe- 
moving his Abode out of the Precincts, under 
Penalty of 5 /. 

Any Perſon wounded or. difabled in publick 
military Service, ſhall be cured and maintained 
out of the publick Revenue. 

Upon Apprehenſion and Appearance of publick 
Danger or Invaſion, the Commander in * 


command all things for publick Defence, with 


full Power and Authority, by Advice and Con- 


ſent of a Council of War. But upon lodging the 
Colours, and diſcharging the Soldiers from their 
Arms, the Martial Law ſhall ceaſe, and the Com- 
mon Law revive. | | 


The Marſhal or Deputy ſhall not preſume to 


arreſt a Soldier within one Month after his Diſ- 


charge, nor in his going or coming from the 
Place of Exerciſe ; Penalty 10 J. &fc. 
All Damages ſuſtained by any Perſon or Per- 


ſons by an Invaſion or drawing together the For- 


ces of this Ifland, ſhall upon Application to the 
Governor and Council, be reaſonably valued, and- 
forthwith paid out of the publick Revenue, which 
if deficient, ſhall be ſupplied by an Aﬀembly. _ 

No Boat or- Canoe ſhall -paſs the Fort at Port- 
Riyal; without giving Notice to the Captain 
there, under the Penalty of 20 5. And if the Cap- 
tain hath reaſonable Cauſe of Suſpicion, he may 
top the ſaid Boat, Ec. | 

No Perſon whatſoever ſhall fire any ſmall 
Arms after Eight at Night, unleſs upon Alarm or- 
Inſurrection, which is to be by the Diſcharge of 
tour Muſkets or ſmall Arms, diſtinctly. Offen 


ders herein ſhall be puniſhed at the Diſcretion 
of a Court-Martial, not extending to Life or 


Limb, 


The Juſtices and Veſtry, or major Part of them, 
in all Pariſhes of this Iſland, adjacent to the Sea, 


ſhall raiſe, or cauſe to be levied, ſuch Sums of 
Money, as thall ſeem neceſſary for maintaining 
Night-watches, Guards, and Look-outs, -in ſuch 
Places as ſhall ſeem moſt proper for ſerving the 


Inhabitants, and diſcovering and preventing the 


Approach of the Enemy. 
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MinISsT ERS. 


An every Pariſh ſhall cauſe 
the Freeholdam of fach Pari to ment yearly on 
- ſecond Tueſday in January, to chuſe ten Ve- 


ſtry- men and two Church-wardengs, * to 


the Church of England. 

If the Freeholders do not appear, or — 
chuſe, as aforeſaid, the Juſtices may, within ten 
Days after the Time above- mentioned, lay a rea- 
ſonable Tax on the Pariſh,. for Maintenance of 
the Miniſter and Poor, and for erecting and re- 
pairing Churches,. and making convenient Seats 
in them. Such as neglect their W 
forfeit 5 J. 

Miniſters ſhall demand no Fee for ( 
Marriages, . Churchings, or Burials,. but fuch a 
ſhall be allowed by the Juſtices and Veſtry- men, 
under the Penalty of 5 J. half to the Poor, hali 
to him that ſhall ſue for the ſame. 

The Church-wardens of every Pariſh ſhall pro- 
vide one fair bound Book, wherein the — 
ſhall regiſter the Births, Chriſtnings,. Marriage 
and Burials of all Perſons born, &c. in the 
Pariſh, . under Penalty of 5 J. for every Deb 
and the Perſon regiſtring ſhall receive as Fee 
15 d. and no more. Which Entries duly made, 
al be taken and deemed as an authentick Re- 
cord. And to falſify, raze, or imbexzil ſuch E- 
2 or Books of Entry, ſhall be as 

the Laws of England provide againſt ſtealing, rt 
ing, or imbeziling Records. 

Ge Pariſh of ort Royal ſhall pay to the Mi 
niſter thereof, 250 J. per Amnum; St. Kathe 
rine e, 300 L. per Annum ; St. Thomas's,. St. A. 
dreww's and St. Fohn's,. each 200 J. per Aunun 
and all the other Pariſhes in this Iſland, each 1 gol. 
ger Annum, to their reſpective Miniſters, as * 
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| be at their Dwel- 
„without De- 
flcation, . by equal Portions. But none be 
capable to be preſented to the ſaid Benefices, and 
receive the Profits of the ſame, . unleſs qualified 
according to the Canons of the Church of Eng- 
land, and in Deacon and Prieft's Orders. 

No Miniſter, not. duly qualified as aforefaid, 
ſhall preſume to- marry any Perſons,. under the 
Penalty of roo J. one third to the King, one to 
the Poor of the Pariſh,. and the other third to 
him that ſhall ſue for the ſame. And no Mini- 
er ſhall marry any Perſons, whoſe Banns have 
not been thrice publi in the Pariſh-church, or 
have a Licence the. Governor, under the like 
Penalty, and to the ſame Uſes as aforeſaid, or 
twelve Months Impriſonment. 

No eccleſiaſtical Law or juriſdiction ſhall have 
Power to inforce or eſtabliſh any penal Mul& or 
Puniſhment, in any Caſe whatſoever. 


MovkE rx. 


To falfify, diminiſh,, waſh clip, file or coin 
any of the Monies current in this Iſland, ſhall be 
High-Treaſon. | 

No Perſon whatſoever ſhall directly or indi- 
rectly take for the Loan of any Monies above 
the Value of 10 l for the Forbearance of 100 /. 
for one Year, and ſo proportionably. | 

All Bonds, Contracts and Aſſurances, for the 
payment of Monies lent, whereby there shall be 
received above the Rates of 10 per Cent. as afore- 
aid, shall be void. And whoſoever shall take 
more, shall forfeit treble the Value of the Money 
lent, one Moiety to the King, the other to him 
that shall ſue for the fame. 

No Gold or Silver-ſmith shall work, fell, or 
change any Wares of Gold leſs fine than twen 
wo Carrats, nor Wares of Silver leſs in Finen 


| 
[ 
| 
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Sea- ſide. 
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than eleven Qunces Two-penny Weight; nor 
without his own Mark, upon pain of forſeiting 
the Value of the Thing ſo ſold or exchanged, 
for not marking; and treble the Value for ſelli 

or exchanging any Gold or Silver Wares, of 

Fineneſs than aforeſaid : one half to the King, 
the other to the Party grieved. Whoſoever hall 
offend the ſecond Time, shall upon Conviction, 
ſtand one Hour in the. Pillory, and loſe his Ears, 


NATURALIZATION: - 


The Governor or Commander in chief, by In- 
ſtrument under the Broad-Seal of this Iſland, may 
make any Alien or Foreigner, ſettling and plant 
ing here, to be fully an 5 naturalized 
fuch Alien or Aliens firſt taking the Oath of 
Allegiance ;. and ſuch Perſon ſo naturalized, 
Shalk enjoy the Immunities and Priviledges of 
this Ifland in as ample. manner as any natural 
born Subject. 8 

The Governor or Commander in chief shall 
receive for the ſame 5 J. and his Clerk for writ- 
ing 10 6. and no more; and no other Perſon. any 
Fee on any pretence whatſoeveer. 

Aliens who have formerly purchaſed here, and 
ſold again, or - elſe their Eftates. eſcheated and 


granted, the Purchaſes, &c. are- confirmed in 


the Poſſeſſion to their Heirs and Aſſigns for ever. 
PLANTATI ons; Vid. CaTTLE.. 


PORT-RO YAL. 


The Juſtices. and Veſtry of the Pariſh of Port. 
Royal, or the major Part of them, may tax and levy. 
ſuch Sums of Money upon all and every the Free- 
holders of that Pariſh, as to them ſhall ſeem meet 
and convenient, for the wharfing and- ſecuring 
the Town of Port- Royal towards the Be: 
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If any of the Free-holders of Port- Royal happen 
to be not Reſidents or Inhabitants on the Place, an 
Action of Debt ſhall lie in any Court of Record, or 
before a Juſtice of Peace, for the Church-wardens, 
2gainſt any of the ſaid Perſons aſſeſſed by virtue of 
this Act, their Heirs,. Executors, Adminiſtrators, 
Aſſigns, Agents, or Attornies, for all ſuch Sums 
of Money ſo aſſeſſed; and the Aſſeſſment ſo pro- 
duced, ſhall be a ſufficient Evidence for the Re- 
covery of the ſaid Sums.. 68 Jae 

The Receiver-General, and Naval Officer, 
themſelyes or Deputies, ſhall keep their Offices in 
Port- Royal as formerly: So alſo the Secretary of 
this Iſland, under the Penalty of 50 J. for every 
Month that any of them ſhall neglect ſo to do. 


PRISONERS. 


No Priſoner ſhall have the Benefit of the Act 
that provides, That poor Priſoners may be let to 
publick Hire, until he or ſhe have firſt delivered in- 
to Court a perfect Liſt of all his or her Debts, 
Goods, and Monies in this Iſland, and aſſign the 
ſame to the Provoſt-Mnrſhal for the Uſe of the 
Creditors z and alſo make Oath, That he or (be 
bath delivered in à true and perfect Lift, and hath 
not made over, concealed, or any ways ſecured any 
wy Kc. excepting 5 I. for neceſſary Subfi- 
ence, ; 5 | 

The Goods, Debts and Monies, ſo. aſſigned, 
and delivered to the Provoſt-Marſhal, ſhall be by 
him accounted for, and paid to the Creditors, to 
be equally divided among them, as by the fore- 
mentioned Act directed. 


PT RATES. 
Felony for any Perſon belonging to this Iſland, 


o ſerye in America, in an hoſtile manner, againſt any 
foreign 
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foreign Prince, State, or Potentate, in Amity with 
the Ki g of Great-Britain, without Special Licence 
under Hand and Seal of the Governor; and 
every ſuch Offender, being thereof convicted in the Wl 7 
ſupreme Court of Judicature, ſhall ſuffer Dea) Wl 
without the Benefit of Clergy. yid 
All  Treafons, Felonies, Pyracies, Robberie 


7 


Murders or Confederacies committed upon the Se: 


or in any Haven or Bay, where the Admiral hat 
Juriſdiction, ſhall be inquired, tried, and ad 


- 


— naegps the Land; and to that End 
be, under the Great Seal of 
this Iſland, directed to the Judge of the Admiralty 
for the Time being, and ſuch other Perſons as by 
the Governor ſhall be named and appointed, who 
ſhall have full Power to do all things about the Wil '.” 


inquiring, hearing, adjudging, and puniſhing any 
1 — 
the Great Seal of England, F by Stat. 28, FR 
H. VIII. are im to do in England r 
All Perſons who ſhall knowingly entertain, con- 08 
ceal, trade, .or correſpond with any Perſon that the 
mall be deemed Privateer, Pyrate, or other Of * 
fender within this Act, and ſhall not readily en- | 
deavour to apprehend, or cauſe to be apprehended, ſha 
ſach Offender, may be proſecuted as Aeceſſarie c 
and Confederates. . for 
All Commiſſion-Officers, in their ſeveral Pre 4 
eincts, ſhall, upon Notice given that Privateen, Q 
tes, &e. are within their Precintts, raiſe ſuch Wi > 
umber of Men as needful, ſeize, and carry them ny 
to the Goal; and, in caſe of Refiftance, they may Bl | 
= and — 2. ſuch Perſon or nh 6 
as aſſiſt, by ſtriking or firing upon any ol 
commanded Pary, ſhall be adju ed Pelons with * 
out Benefit of Clergy. 8 
a tis 


Ooh 
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Qu.1 r- Rur 8. 


A Patent under the Great Seal of this Iſland, 
ind recorded in the Office of Inrolments, ſhall e- 
yidence the Patentee's juſt Right and Title to all 
Lands and Houſes, c. in the ſaid Patent granted, 
and be a good Bar to the King, .&c. 

The Keeper of the Seal, or Chancellor, ſhall, 
the next Tue ſday before each Grand Court, cauſe 
all ſuch Grants and Patents as are in Office, to be 
ſealed at St. Jago de la Vega. And all inferior 


Officers concerned, are then and there to attend. 


All Lands ed, or to be granted, by the 
King, upon — made, frail be cond to ak 
Patentee and Aſſigns, for all Lands within the Suz- 

and 


„any Miſnomer, Miſbounding, Miſtaking of 
the Quantity or other Error — 3 
all ach Grants ſhall be taken as ſtrongly = 
his Majeſty, as the Grants of any other Perſon 
ſhould or ought to be. | 

If a Plot ofa Survey being given into the Patent- 
Office, varies from the run and marked Lines, 
=: ſhall be adjudged the true Bounds of 

Land granted before the 25th of June 1671. 
ſhall, for Arrears and ing Rents, pay for 
every 30 Acres, 1 s, yearly, and fo proporti 
tor every Parcel, under 100 Acres, and for every 
100 Acres 2 5. 6 d. and proportionably for a greater 
Quantity and for all Lands from the foreſaid 
Time to the 12th of March 1674. One Halfpen- 
ay per Acre; and for Foot-land, One Halfpenny 
fer Foot- ſquare, as a certain eſtabliſned Quit- 
rent, and Acknowledgment to his Majeſty, for 
ever. 

The Receiver of the ſaid Quit-rents, ſhall yearly, 
at the Feaſt of St. Michael, and Lach- day, = 
kis Office in the Town of St. Fagode la V. 26, | 
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Port- Royal, One Month in each Place, from the 
Hours of Eight to Eleven in the Forenoon, aud 
Two to Five in the Afternoon; then and there tg 
receive the ſaid Quit rents from the Perſons con. 
cerned, and thereof to acquit and diſcharge then, 
on the Penalty of 5 J. One Half to the King, the 
other to the Informer. | 


RaTEs and PRIZES. 


If any Perſon ſhall refuſe to ſell Beef, Mutton, 
or Goat, by Weight, he ſhall forfet 20 J. 

- Whoever ſhall deſtroy any Turtle-nefts, or take 
away any of the Eggs thereof, he ſhall forfeit 40. 
or receive as —— on the bare Back as any 


Juſtice ſhall order, not exceeding Thirty-nine, for 


every Offence; One Third of the Money to the 
King, One to the Church-wardens- of the Pariſh 
and the other Third-part to the Informer, to be 
recovered in any Court of Record, c. 

All Vintners and Retailers of Madera Wines or 
2 . that ſhall receive above 15 d. the Quart 
for Madera Wine, and 2 3. 6 4. the Quan 
for Brandy, and ſo proportionably, ſhall forfeit 
40 5. for every Offence, to be levied by Warrant 
of any Juſtice of Peace where the Fault is com- 
mited, {half to the Church-wardens, half to the 


Informer. 


Lamb ſhall be brought into the Market with the 
Head on, and ſhewn before cut up, with the uſul 
Signs of Diſtinction, that ſmall Mutton may not 
be ſold for Lamb. | 
No Perſon whatſoever ſhall ſell Turtle, or any 
of the foreſaid Meats, by Retail, but in open 
Market, where they ſhall not refuſe to {ell the 
ſame by Weight, to any Perſon bringing ready 
Money, without impoſing _ the Buyer, &c. 
The Place appointed by the Juſtices in Seſſions, 


for the ſelling the Sorts of Meats im this Act men. 
tioned, ſhall be deemed the publick Market lit 
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the Market ſhall be adjudged open, upon ring - 
- the Bell; which, on Saturdays, ſhall be at 
Three in the Afternoon: on all other Days, e- 
cept Sunday, at Five in the Morning. 


REGISTER. 


A Deed made in due Form of Law, and with - 
in Three Months acknowledged, or proved b 
Oath before the Governor, or one of the Judges G 
this Iſland, and the ſame recorded in the Office of 
Inrolments, at St. Jago de la Vega, within the 
faid Three Months, {hall be valid, and paſs the 
Eſtate without Livery, Seiſin, Attornment, or any 
other Ceremony in the Law : and no Deed notiſo 
inrolled, ſhall paſs any Eſtate for above Three 
Years. 

Provided, all Deeds or Conveyances heretofore 
made of Lands er Houſes, and omitted to be re- 
corded, upon being acknowledged, or proved and 
recorded, in the Office of Inrolments, ſhall be ef- 
feftual and of Force. a 

If a ſecond Sale or Conveyance of the : 
Lind be made by the ſaid Vendor, and executed 
and recorded before the firſt, the laſt Vendee (if 
the Sale were for a valuable Conſideration) ſhall 
enjoy the Land; and if any Vendee hath omitted 
to execute and inrol his Deed, within the due 
Time, but ſhall at any time after have done the 
fame, no ſecond Sale being made by the Vendor, 
the ſame ſhall nevertheleſs be good to the Ven- 
dee, and a perpetual Bar to the Vendor. 

All Deeds and Coveyances made out of this 
Iſland, and remitted hither, and proved before the 
Governor, or a Judge, as aforeſaid; and all Deeds 
perionally acknowledged before the Lord Mayor of 
London, and Court of Aldermen, and an Atteſta- 
uon thereof under the Seal of the City, and re- 

i corded 
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corded here in the foreſaid Office, within Six 
Months after the Arrival of the Ship that brought 
the ſame, ſhall to all Intents and Purpoſes be good 
and valid. Provided, if any Perſon here, la 
ampowered, ſhall, in purſuance of that Power, 
make Sale of any Lands, c. to any Perſon within 
this Iſland, and the Deeds duly proved andrecorded, 
before any Conveyance from the Proprietor be 
here produced, proved or recorded; the Deed ſo 
made and paſſed here, ſhall ſtand good and effec- 
tual. 

The Mortgagee having received the Money lent, 
ſhall, at the Requeſt of the Mortgager, enter $a- 
tisfaction on the Margin of the. Mortgage, re- 
corded in the Office ofInrolments, which ſhall be a 
perpetual Diſcharge and Releaſe of the ſame ; and 
if ſuch Mortgage ſhall not within Three Months, 
after Requeſt and Tender of his reaſonable Char- 
ges, make Acknowledgment of Satisfaction, as 
'aforeſaid, he ſhall forfeit and pay to the Party 
grieved 50/. to be recovered in any Court of Re- 
cord, Sc. | | | 

The Judge before whom ſuch Deeds or other 
Writings ſhall be made, may receive for every 
Deed of the Valve of 20 J. or more, 10 5. ifun- 
der the Value, 5 5. and no more; Penalty 200. 
half to the King, half to the Informer. | 

The Clerk of the Inrolment may receive for 
inrolling and copying an ordinary Deed, or Pa- 
tent, Sc. 5 s. if longer than a Patent, 8 4. per 
Sheet, twenty Lines to a Sheet, and eight Words 
to a Line ; for every ſhort Writing, 1. s. for re- 
cording every Plot, 1. 5s. 3 4. for entering Sa. 
tisfaction in the Margin of a Mortgage recorded, 
1s. 3 d. and no more,; Penalty 10 J. to the Uſes 
aboveſaid. 

All Patents already granted ſhall be inrolled 
within ſix Months, and all hereafter granted 


be inrolled within ſix Months after the _ | 


| 
{ 
| 
i 
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All Leaſes heretofore made, or to be made, 
of any Orphan's Eſtate, by his Guardian, during 
the Orphan's Minority, and no longer, ſhall be 
good and valid in Law. a 

Provided, this Act ſhall not abridge the Pow- 
er given by the Parent to any Guardian, nor to 
impower any Guardian to leaſe the Eſtate of an 
Heireſs longer, than till ſne complete the Age of 
fourteen Years. 

The Clerk of the Inrolments, or whoever exe- 
eutes that Office, ſhall find T'wo Sureties, wha 
with himſelf ſhall be bound to the King in the 
Penalty of 2000 J. for the true and faithful Exe- 
cution of that Office, and for the keeping the ſame 
in the Town of St. Jago de la Vega; which Bond 
ſhall be recorded in the ſupreme Court of ſudicature, 
and kept by the Chief Juſtice of the ſame. And 
whoſoever, after Publication of this Act, ſhall of- 
ſiciate in the ſaid Office, without giving ſuch Se- 
curity, as aforeſaid, he ſhall forfeit 500 J. to be 
recovered in any Court of Record; one Moiety to 
the King, the other to the Proſecutor. 


SEAMEN, O. 

Al Perſons that have committed Pyracy, os 
Robbery by Sea, (and not Murder or 'Treaion } 
that ſhall come hither, and ſubmit themſelves, 
within Ten Days after their Arrival, and give Se- 
curity for their futare good Behaviour, ſhall, by 
virtue of this Act, receive from the Commander 
in Chief, his Majeſty's gracious Pardon under the 
Great Seal of this Iſland ; for which Pardon, the 
Parties to whom it is extended ſhall pay the Sum 
of 40s. and no more, as a Fee to ſuch Officer as 
ſhall be appointed to receive the ſame. 

The Attorney-General, or any other Officer 
whatſoever, who ſhall, directly or indirectly, exact 
any Sum of Money of any Perſon to whom ſuch 
Act of Mercy is extended, ſhall forfeit the Sum of 

L. 2 100 þ&, 


* 
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100 J. half to his and half to the Party 
injured, to be recovered in any Court of Record, 
& ab where no Eſſoign, non Prof. &c. ſhall be al- 
low | 

This free Pardon ſhall be as good and effectual 
in Law to the Perſons before- mentioned, as if the 
Offences had been ſpecified, and pardoned, by 
3 and expreſs Words and Names, and ſhall 

e as largely and beneficially underſtood as may be- 
for the Advantage of the Parties intended to be 
pardoned. 

All Perſons that ſhall come and reſide here, and 
claim the Benefit of this Act, and be employed in 
the Service of this Country in the Privateering 
Trade, or otherwiſe, ſhall be protected and ex- 
<uſed from the Payment of their Debts contracted 
before their coming hither, or their going off from: 
hence, for Five Years ; during which Time, all 
Actions, Arreſts,. Proceſs, Suits, Judgments, Exe- 
cutions, and all Proſecutions whatſoever again} 
them ſhall be ſuſpended, and reſpited during the 
faid Time, and no longer; but after the Expira- 
tion of the ſaid Five Years, the ſaid Perſons ſhall 
not plead the Statute of Limitations. 5 

If any Suit or Action hereby ſuſpended, ſnall bs 
commenced or proſecuted, every Perſon ſo ſued, 
may plead the — Iſſue, aad give this Act and 
the Special Matterin Evidence; and if the Plaintiff 
mall be Non-ſuited, diſcontinue, ora Verdict paſs a. 
gainſt him, the ſaid Plaintiff ſhall for ever forfeit 
and loſe his orginal Debt fo ſued for, and befidey,. 
pay the Debt, double Coſts and Charges. 

Provided, no Perſon ſhall take Benefit or 
Advantage by this Act, who ſhall not within Twenty 


Days after his Arrival, cauſe his Name to be en- 
tered in the Office of Inrolments for this Iſland, 


and claim and demand the Benefit of the ſame; 
which Entry and Claim ſhall be as effectual, as if the 
faid Perſon had been berein expreſly named; by 
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an atteſted Copy of the ſaid Entry and Claim ſhall 
be pleaded in any Court, and of as much Authority 
and Force in the Law as this preſent AQ, ora 
Special Pardon under the Broad Seal. 

The Secretary or Clerk of the Inrolments ſhall 
not refuſe to make ſuch Entry and Claim as afore- 
faid, and give an atteſted Copy thereof, or take 
more than 15 d. for ſuch Entry, and the Copy 
thereof, under the Penalty of 10/. to him WhO 
ſhall ſue for the ſame. 


CT BRVANTS.. 


Every Maſter of Slaves, for the firſt Five work- 
ing Slaves ſhall be obliged to keep One white 
Man-ſervant,, Overſeer, or hired Man, for Three 
Months at leaſt; and for Ten Slaves, 'Two' 
Whites; and for every Ten more, One; to be re- 
ſident in the Plantation where the Negroes are em- 
ployed, on Penalty of 5 J. for every Servant want- 
ing 4 the Proportion aforeſaid, to the Uſe of the 
Pariſh. 

All Maſters and Owners of Slaves, who ſhall 
not truly inform the Conſtable, when required, 
of all their hired Men or Servants, and working 
Slaves belonging to them, or under their Care, 
ſhall forfeit the Sum of 20 /. One 'Third-part to 
the King, One to the Church-wardens to the Uſe 
of the Pariſh, and the other to the Informer. And 
every Conſtable that ſhall negle his Duty herei 
by demanding an Account every Six Months, and 
returning the ſame to the next Quarter-Seflions of 
that Precin&, ſhall, for every ſuch Default, for- 
feit 20 J. to the ſame Uſes as aforeſaid. | 

All Servants ſhall ſerve according to Contract, 
and where there is none, Servants under Eighteen 
Years of Age, at their Arrival in this Iſland, ſhall 
ſerve Seven Vears; and above Eighteen, ſhall 
ſerve Four Years; and all convicted Felons, for 
ine Time of their Baniſhment ; and at the End of 

L 3 2 ſuch 
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ſuch Times, ſhall receive from their Maſter or Em. 


* 40. anda Certificate of their Freedom; 
and he that refuſes. ſuch Certificate, ſhall forſeit 
5 


8 — ſhall employ any free Perſon without 
2 2 from the laſt Employer, . ſhall forſeit 
104. ; 
None ſhall preſume to trade with any Servant 
or Slave, without the Maſter or Miftreſs's Con- 
dent, on Penalty of forfeiting treble the Value of 
the Thing traded for, and 107. to be recovered 
by the Maſter or Miſtreſs in any Court. And all 
Contracts with Servants or Slaves, ſhall be void. 

If any Servant, or hired Labourer, ſhall lay 
violent Hands upon his or her Employer or Over. 
ſeer ; ſuch Servant or Labourer ſhall, upon Con- 
viction, ſerve without Wages Twelve Months, by 
Order of any Juſtice of Peace. | 

A hired Labourer or Servant, that ſhall imbezzel 
purloin or waſte his or her Employer's Money or 
Goods, ſhall ſerve, or make Satisfaction, at the 
Diſcretion of any Juſtice of Peace ; if above the 
Value of 40 5. they ſhall ſerve two Years with- 
out Wages, .and further in caſe that Time will 
not ſatisfy. If they purloin, &c. from any other. 
than their Owners, they ſhall ſerve the Party it- 
Jured, as aforeſaid, after their Time expired with 
their preſent Owners. ä 5 
If a Freeman get a Woman: ſervant with 
Child, he ſhall, upon Proof, by the Woman's 
Oath, give good Security to ſave the Pariſh 
harmleſs, and alſo forfeit and pay to the Mal- 
ter or Miſtreſs of ſuch Servant, 20 J. and pro 
vide for the Maintenance of the ſaid Servant 
and Child. And in caſe of Failure herein, he 
ſhall ſerve the Maſter or Miſtreſs double the 
Time the Maid was to ſerve at the Time of 
the Offence committed, or procure one to ſerie 
in his ſtead. | U 
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If one Servant get another with Child, the 
Man-ſervant ſhall ſerve the Maſter or Miſtreſs 
of the Woman-ſervant, double the Time ſhe 
had to ſerve. at the. Time. of. the Offence com- 
mitted. 

If a Man ſervant marry without his Maſter or 
Miſtreſs's Conſent, he ſhall: ferve two Years for 
the Offence ; but if a Freeman marry a Servant, 
he ſhall pay to the Maſter or Miſtreſs 20 J. and 
his Wife ſhall be free. ; 

All Suits between Servants and their Maſters, 
relating to their Freedom, ſhall be heard and de- 
— by two Juftices of Peace, without any 
Appeal. 

; Pr abſenting from their Service with- 
out Leave or a Ticket, ſhall for every Day's 
Abſence, ſerve one Week, and fo proportionably 
for a longer Time, the Whole not exceeding 
three Years. | 

If any turn away a fick or infirm Servant, and 
ſuch Servant ſhall die for Want of Relief, or be- 
come chargeable to any Pariſh, the Offender ſhall 
forfeit 20 J. to the Uſe of the Pariſh, where 
ſach Death or Charges shall happen. But if 


any Servant thro' wilful Miſbehaviour, happen 


to have the French-pox, Vaws or any other Di- 
ſeaſe, broken Bones, Sickneſs, Impediment er 
Impriſonment, he or she shall ſerve double the 
Time thereby neglected; and alſo for all Char- 


5 occaſioned by reaſon thereof, at 10 5s. per 
onth after their firft Time expired. Alſo Ma- 
ſters and Miſtreſſes, who receive unjuſt Moleſtation 
1 Complaints or Suits at Law, shall have the 
like Remedy for their Expence, and Loſs of Time. 
No Servant shall be whipped naked, without 
Order from a Juſtice of Peace, on Penalty of 5 7. 
to be recovered by the Party injured in any Court 

of Record. ʒIñ̃⁊ + "< 
Whoſoever shall not give to each white Ser- 
rant, weekly, four Pounds of good Flesh, or * 
— 
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Fish, with ſuch convenient Plantation-provifion 
as may be ſufficient, shall forfeit to the Party 
injured 10 s. for each Offence : And not yearly 
ive to each Servants three Shirts, three Pair of 
Drawers, three Pair of Shoes, three Pair of 
Stockings, one Hat or Cap, and to Women pro. 
portionably, shall forfeit to the Party, 40 s. 

No Maſter, &c. ſhall ſuffer to be buried any 
Chriſtian Servant, till the Body ſhall be reviewed 
by ſome Juſtice of Peace, Conſtable, or Tything- 
man, or two ſuch Neighbours as they ſhall ap- 
2-394 Penalty 20 J. unleſs the Party died Ten 
Miles from any Juſtice, &c. and hath been view. 
ed by two of the next Neighbours, or two of 
the ſame Family, or that the Juſtice, &c. hath 
not come within fix Hours after Notice. And 
whoever upon Notice Sven, and Requeſt made, 
ſhall- not within four Hours repair to view, or 
on the View finding any ſuſpicious Signs of un- 
lawtul Death, ſhall not forthwith give Notice to 
the Coroner, or to the next Juſtice of Peace, he 
mall forfeit 10 J. 5 | 

Whoever ſhall entertain a Servant, knowing 
him to be ſo, ſhall, for every Day and. Night 
after the firſt, forfeit 5 /. but not knowing him to 
be a Servant, 20 5. ſo that the Whole exceed not 
treble the Value of the Servant's Time remain 
to be ſecured.. This Claunot to extend to Ser- 
vants by Contract made in this Iſland, nor to ſuch 
as carry with them a Certificate of their Free- 
dom, atteſted under the Name of a Juſtice of 
Peace, tho' the ſame be falſe or forged ; but ſuch 
Forger, Falſifier, &c. ſhall be ſet in the Pillory, 
and loſe his Ears, upon Conviction. f 

Whoever ſhall entertain a Servant at any time, 
if, during the ſaid time the Servant be drunk, 
trade, or game, the Entertainer ſhall forfeit 
the Sum of 20 s. half to the Pariſh, half to the 
Informe T. K 
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If a Servant or kired Labourer hide or enter- 
ain another Man's Servant or Slave, he ſhall 
&rfeit one Year's Service to the Maſter or Mi- 
treſs of ſuch Servant or Slave, or have thirty 
nine Laſhes on the bare Back, at the EleQtion of 
the Party injured. 75 | 

No Perſon ſhall ride, load, or carry on his 
Employers Horſes, Cattle, Carrs, or Carriages (or 
ſuffer the ſame to be done) any. Goods, other 
than his Maſters or Miſtreſſes, without their Con- 
ſent ; Penalty three Months. Service for every 
Default. | : | | 

All Conſtables and Tything- men ſhall be dili- 
gent in ſearching for, and 2 Runa- 
ways, on Penalty of 20 f. for every Neglect; 
and upon apprehending, the Servant ſhall be con- 
veyed to the Maſter or Miſtreſs, if known, on Pe- 
nalty of 40 c. if not known, to the next common 
Goal: The Bringer to be paid by the Ma- 
ter or Miſtreſs, or Goaler, 8 d. per Mile, ſo as 


the Whole exceed not 40s. which the Goaler fhall 


pay under the Penalty of 40 s. and keep the Run- 


away till the Maſter, Cc. refund to him the 


ſaid Sum, and 2 3. 6 d. per Pound for di 
the ſaid Money, as alſo 6 4. for every twenty 
four Hours that the Runaway hath been in his 
Cuſtody. But if he ſuffer ſuch Runaway to eſcape, 
before he be duly delivered to his Owner, he. mall 
pay ſach Damages as ſhall be given by a Jury at 
Common Law.. 

Any one may take up any ſuſpected Perſons, 
and 42 them before any Juſtice to be exa - 
mined. 

The Captain or other commiſſioned Officer, 
ſhall yearly publiſh this Act, at the Head of 
— * Company or Troop under Pe: 

ty ot 5 J. 

The Fines and Penalties of this Act, not other- 
wiſe declared, ſhall be one Moiety to the King, 
lic other to the Informer, to be recovered, if 
not 


l 
| 
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not exceeding 40 s. before a Juſtice of Peace; if 
above, in any Court of Record, wherein no Ef 
ſoign, He. | | 

No Perſon ſhall be ſued, moleſted, or troubled, 
for any Fine or Forfeiture upon this AR, un. 
leis within two Years after the Offence com- 
mitted. | 

No Merchant, Maſter, or Importer of white 
Servants, ſhall preſume to ſell any ſuch, before 
they have been ten Days imported; Penalty 
10 J. for every one ſo ſold, half to the King, and 
half to the Informer. 

The Maſters of the Ship ſhall not diſembark 
them during the ſaid ten Days, under the Penal. 
ty aforeſaid, During which time, the Factor or 
Seller ſhall pay the Maſter for their Diet. 

The Maſter or Commander of any Ship or 
Veſſel, that ſhall import the Number of fifty 
white Male-ſervants, ſhall upon due Proof there- 
of, be for that Voyage freed from paying a 
Port-charges for the faid Ship or Veſlel, whers 
in the ſaid Servants were imported. 

Debts contracted for Servants ſold within thy 
Iſland, may be recovered by Warrant from any 
Juſtice of Peace, as Debts not exceeding 40 5. 

No Cooper or Porter in this Hſland ſhall uſe 
any Negroe-ſlaves in their Trades or Occups 
tions, under Penalty of 20 J. for every ſuch Ok 
fence, to be diſpoſed as aforeſaid, except Ma- 
ſters of Sugar-works, who may make Caſk at 
their Plantations, or other convenient Place, ® 
heretofore. 


SHIPs and V ESSELS- 


The Maſter of every Ship or Veſſel, before 
they trade, or land any Goods within this Iſland, 
(living Creatures excepted) ſhall give Securty 1 


the Secretary's Office, with one lufficient 57s 
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jolder, or well-known Merchant, in the Sum of 
1000 J. not to carry off any Perſon without 
the Governor's Ticket, nor depart himſelf with- 
out the Governor's Leave, under the Penalty of 
o J. one third part to the _ one third to 
the Governor, and one third to the Informer. 

Provided, Maſters of Sloops and Veſſels trad- 
ing to and from Ports in this Iſland, or in turt- 
ling, or fiſhing, need to give ſuch Security but 
ance every Year ; and Maſters of N be · 
bnging to the Inhabitants of this Iſland, ſhall be 
obliged to give ſuch Security but once in fix 
Months. 

The Secretary ſhall not deliver any Perſon a 
Ticket under the Governor's Hand to go off the 
land unleſs his Name hath been ſet up twenty 
one Days at the Secretary's Office, both at Se. 
Jago de la Vega, and at Port-Royal ; and the ſaid 
Perſon ſhall alſo bring one or more of good Cre- 
dit, to make Affidavit before a Juſtice of Peace, 
that he hath known him or her to go by that 
Name for one Year, or ſo long as he or sbe hath 
lived in the Iſland 3 which Affidavit ſhall be filed in 
the Secretary's Office, or otherwiſe the Secretary 
ſhalll take good Security for the Payment of ſuch 
Perſon's Debts ſo departing ; on Default of fo do- 
ing, the Secretary shall be liable to ſatisfy the Cre- 
Citors of ſuch Perſon himſelf. 

Provided, if the ſaid Bonds are not ſued with- 
n two Years after the Date, they are hereby de- 
cared null and void. | 

The ſaid Bonds ſhall be taken in the King's 
Name, but ſhall be to the only Uſe and in Truſt 
or the Perſons concerned. And when put in Suit, 
the Judgment ſhall be in the ſame Nature as the 
bonds were. 

No Execution ſhall ifſue thereupon, before the 
Party aggrieved shall ſue out a Scire facias againſt 
tie Detendant, to ſhew cauſe why * 

oul 
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Thould not iſſue ; and if the Plaintiff in the g;;,, 
Facias «hall duly prove what Damages he ha 
ſuſtained, and a Verdict thereupon, the Judge $þaj 
award Execution for ſo much as the Jury cal 
find: And the former Judgment shall ſtill remain 
cautionary for the Satisfaction of ſuch others 2 
shall legally prove themſelves damnified, &. 

The Secretary or his Deputy shall keep hi 
Office, both at Pert-Roya/ and St. Fage de l 
Vega, and due Attendaace shall be given at both 
Place, on all Days, except Sundays, and fuch 
Holy-days as are uſually obſerved in this Iſland, 
under the Penalty of 20 J. one Moiety to the 
King, the other to the Informer. 

o Perſon employed in any Shallop, Boat, 
Wherry, or other Veſſel, shall demand for Trau 
8 more than the Rates following; from 

Mage- Fort to Port-Royal, Salt-Pondi, or &. 
Andrew's, in the Day, 2 s. 6 d. and in the Night, 
3 s. or for every Perſon 6 4. He that refuſes ta 
carry at that Rate, shall forfeit 20 5s. to the Poor 
of the Parish. The Freight of the Goods be. 
tween the ſaid Places 3 4. per Hundred, &c. 

From the North-ſfide of the Iſland to any part 
of the South-ſide, one hundred Weight, 2 5. Bar- 
rel, 3.5. Hogsheads, ' 8 s. every Head of great 
Cattle alive, 105. a Sheep or Hog, 1 5. every 
Paſſenger, 2 5. | 

From Port-Royal to Port-Morant, or — 

's Bay, d. per Hundred, 5 6. 0g 
— ; for Wood 13 s. per Ton; * Paſſen- 
ger, 15. 6 d. 

From Port- Royal to St. David's 6 d. per 
Hundred, 4 5. per Hogſhead' ; every Paſſenger, 
1s. for Wood, 105. per Ton. | 

From Port-Royal to Point-Negril, and Point: 
Pedro, 18 d. per Hundred, 6 s. per Hogſhead. 

From Alligator-Pond, Mill- River, and Carli 
Towu, to Port-Royal, 1 s. per Hundred, &. 
from Old- Harbour, 6 d. per Hundred. 1 
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He that demands greater Rates than ſet down 
in this Act, ſhall forfeit 10 J. for every Default, 
one half to the King, the other to the Informer. 

No Negro, Indian, or Mulatto, ſhall be per- 
mitted to row in any Wherry or Canoe, without 
one white Man. And all Boats, Wherries and 
Canoes, ſhall be chamed, and their Sails and Oars 
ſecured every Night. The Maſter or Owner of 
any Wherry offending herein, ſhall forfeit 10 J. to 
be diſpoſed as aforeſaid. 

Maſters and Owners of Wherries, Cc. ſhall 
have ſix Months time to furniſh themſelves with 
white Men. 

Traders about the Iſland ſhall-every Time they 
arrive at Port-Royal, leave an Account of their 
Lading at the Naval Office, which ſhall be a ſuf- 
ficient Entry and Diſcharge, if their Loading be 
— but the Growth and Production of this 
Iſland. 

Whoſoever ſhall be indicted and convicted of 
the ſtealing and taking away any Shallop, Boat, 
Wherry, Canoe, or other Veſſel, from any Part 
of this land, or fhall be confenting aiding, or 
— to the, ſame, ſhall be adjudged guilty of 

elony. 

If the Intention and complotting of any Perſon, 
ſo to do, ſhall evidently appear by Proot or Con- 
feſſion, he ſhall be condemned by the Juſtices at 
tie Sefſions to pay the Sum of 10 /. to the King 5 
which if not preſently paid, the Juſtices ſhall ex- 
pole the Offender to publick Sale for the Pay- 
ment thereof, not exceeding four Years : If the 
Party be a Servant, he ſhall be ordered to be- 
whipped on the bare Back, not exceeding thirty 
nine Laſhes ; and after the Time expired with his 
Maſter, Miſtreſs, or Employer, be fold for four 

cars. 

No Seaman belonging to any Ship ſhall be 
truſted for any thing, and whoever truſts or r 
Wis any of them in l is — Mall loſe — 

A: 
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and be alſo -proceeded againſt, and ſubject 
penalties as for retaining other Men's — — 
cepting Matter of Trade ::) Yide Servants. 

It any Victualler, or Retailer of Liquors truſ 
any Sea-faring Man, not generally reſiding in 
this Iſland, above the Value of 4o 5s. tho' he 
have a Bond for the ſame, he ſhall loſe hi, 
Money. ö : 

If any Commander entice a any Seamay 
belonging to another Ship, 4 be lawfully 
diſcharged, he ſhall forfeit 15 /. half to the King, 
and half to him that ſhall ſue for the ſame. 

All Warrants from Juſtices of Peace againſ 
any perſon aboard any Ship within the Precinch 
of Port-Reyal, ſhall be directed to the Provolt 
Marſhal, or Deputy, or any lawful Conſtable of 
the Place, who are hereby impowered to execute 
the ſame, and for ſo doing, to receive 3 3. 

Whatſoever Seaman 1 deſert the Ship he 
belongs to, and ſhall be found after the Depar- 
ture of the Ship, and cannot produce ſufficient 
Proof of his being diſcharged by the Comman- 
der thereof, he ſhall by Order of any one Jul. 
tice of Peace, receive thirty nine Laſhes on the 
bare Back by the common Hangman, or other 
inferior Servant 10d 

No Perſon whatſoever, without Leave of the 
Chief Officer upon Pari-Royal, ſhall go on board 
any Ship at her entring into Harbour till the 
Marſhal or his Deputy hath firſt been on board 
with the Maſter, and brought him on Shore to 
the Chief Officer ; Penalty 40 5. half to the In- 
former, half to the Poor of the Pariſh. 

Nor ſhall any Perſon whatſoever treat about 
any Merchandize or Commodity to the Value 
of 10 f. nor any Quantity of Freight, till the 
Maſter hath been with the Governor, or ſuch 
ther Officer as he ſhall appoint, under the Pe- 
nalty of 50 J. one half to the King, the other 10 
rhe Informer. 


SLAVES 
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No Maſter of any Ship or Veſſel ſhall preſume 
to carry off this Iſland, any Slave or Slaves with- 
eut a Ticket under the Governor's Hand where- 
in ſhall be inſerted the Owner's Name, who ſhall 
make Oath before a Juſtice of Peace, that the 
{id Slave or Slaves are his or hers, Zfc. upon 
Forfeiture of double the Value of- ſuch Slaves 
ſo carried off without Ticket, oné half to the 
King, the other to him that ſhall ſue for the ſame. 
For which Ticket the Secretary ſhall receive 2 5. 
64. for his Fee; but ſhall inſert as many in 
the ſame, as the Owner of the Slaves ſhall re- 
uire. | 
None ſhall give Leave to any Negro-flave ex- 
cept ſuch as wait upon their Perſon, or wear Li- 
veries, to 20 out of their Plantations, without a 
Ticket or white Servant, m which Ticket is to- 
be expreſſed their Name, from whence, and- 
whither going, on Penalty of 40 . and paying. 
for taking up as Runaways. And whoſoever 
not apprehend a wandering N ſlave in his 
Plantation, (except as before qualified) and not 
p_ him by moderate Whipping, ſhall for- 

t 40 4. a 

If a Ne ave ftrikes Perſon, except in 
Defence op Owner's Perſon or- Goods, he mall 
for the firſt Offence be ſeverely whipped by Or- 
der of a Juſtice of Peace ; for the ſecond, by the 
like Order be ſeverely whipped, his or ber Noſe 
ſlit, and Face burnt in ſome Place; and for the 
third Offence, left to two Juſtices, and three Free - 
holders, to inflit Death, or what other puniſh- 
ment they think fit. | 

All Men-ſlaves ſhall have Drawers and Caps, 
and Women, Petticoats, - once every Year. 

No Slave ſhall be free by becoming a Chriſf-- 
ian, but shall, as to the Payment of Debts, be 

M 2. accounted- 
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accounted Chattels. And where other Chattels 
are not ſufficient, ſo many Slaves as neceſſary 
thall be ſold for payment of Debts. In all other 
Caſes, Negroes. and Slaves ſhall be taken as Erce- 
hold, and deſcend accordingly. 

No Perſon whatſoever (except the Provoſt- 
Marſhal, at the Goal of St. Jago de la Vega) 
ſhall keep any ruraway Slave above ten Days: 
nor ſhall the Provoſt-Marſhal, or any other, em- 
ploy any ſuch, or ſuſſer any to want convenient 
Food and Water; Penalty 40 J. If any ſuch 
die in their Cuſtody for Want of Food or Water, 
or convenient Lodging, the perſon in whoſe Cuſ- 
tody ſuch Negro was, ſhall pay the Owner 50 J. 
to be recovered by Action of Debt, in any Court 
of Record in this Iſland. ' 0 

Whoever ſhall take up a runaway Slave, ſhall 
bring him to his proper Owner,. if known, and 
receive for their Pains 1 s. per Mile. for the 
firſt Five, and 8 d. fer Mile for all over, the 
Whole not exceeding 40 s. If the Owner is 
not known, he ſhall be delivered to. the Marſhal, 
upon pain of forfeiting 20 J. for every Day he 
ſhall keep ſuch Slave beyond the faid ten Days. 

The Heid Taker-up ſhall ſet up an Account of 
his own Name, and place of Abode, with a par-- 


ticular Deſcription of the Slave in his Cuſtody, 


at Sr. Jago de la Vega, and Port- Royal, on Pe: 
nalty of 200 J. 10 
The Marſhal ſhall enter the ſaid Account in 2 


Book, and take a Receipt from the Perſon to- 


whom he delivers any Runaway. 


* 
In caſe the Marſhal ſhall refuſe. to make Pay- 
ment for the taking up of a runaway Slave, any: 


Conſtable, by a Juſtice of Peace's Warrant, may 
levy the Value thereof by Diſtreſs and Sale of 
the ſaid Marſhal's Goods. | N 
The faid Marſhal may detain and keep in 


Cuſtody all fuch Runaways ow = : in, | 
0 
um a 


KI the Owner pay him the full 


ae a 
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aid for them, 2 5. 6 4. per Pound for his lay- 
ing out the Money, and 6 4. for every 24 Hours 
ſuch Slave hath been in his Cuſtody. If the ſaid 


Marſhal ſuffer any ſuch Slave to eſcape, to be em- 


ployed, and to be put out of his Cuſtody, -befor 
he ſhall be delivered to the Owner, he ſhall forfeit 
to the Owner 50 J. | 

All Owners of Slaves ſhall cauſe their Slaves 
Houſes to be diligently ſearched over every Fort- 
night, for Clubs, wooden Swords, and miſchie- 
vous Weapons, and finding any, cauſe the ſame 
to be burnt : Alſo upon Requeſt ſearch for ftolen- 
Goods, and Fleſh not honeſtly come by. Thin 
found and ſuſpected to be ſtolen, ſhall be ſeized, - 
and a Deſcription in Writing ſent to the Clerk 
of the Pariſh, or next Court who” ſhall give No- 
tice thereof; and the Owner, making due Proof, - 
that the Goods belong to him, ſhall have them,- 
paying the Clerk 1 5. for his Publication. The 
Party that refuſes to reſtore ſuch Goods to the 
Owners, - ſhall forfeit 20 J. 
If any Slave ſhall take up a Runaway, he or 
ſhe ſhall have the whole Benefit thereof; and if 
any deprive the Slave of the ſaid Benefit, he 
ſhall forfeit treble the Value. 


No Perſon whatſoever ſhall attempt to ſteal or 


carry off any Slave, on Penalty of 60 J. and he 
that actually doth it, ſhall be guilty of Felony, 
without Benefit of Clergy, - * 

Any Perſon may ruinate and deſtroy any Planta- 
tion deſerted for the Space of Two Months, leſt 
it become a Receptacle for Fugitives. 

Upon Complaint of any heinous and grievous 
Crime committed by any Slave, as Burglary, Rob- 
bery, burning of Houſes, killing or ſtealing of Cat- 
tie, & c. the Juſtices ſhall iſſue out their Warrants, 
and, upon probeble Proof, -the Offender ſhall be 
committed or bailed, as the Caſe ſhall require. And 
Two Juſtices ſhall iſſue their Summons to Three 

M. 3. ſufficient 
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ſufficient Frecholders, appointing a Da and Place, 
when and where the {aid Juſtices, and the Three 
1 hear the Matter _ — upon 
| 957 arty appears guilty: 
Sntence of Death, or * other — 
the Crime by Law deſerveth, and by their War. 
rants cauſe immediate Execution to be done. But 
if the Crime ſhall pot deſerve Death, they Jhall ad - 
judge the Criminal to the Party injured, and 
Heirs for ever, ( after corporal Puniſhment ): — 
the Owner of the Slave ſhall pay 
jured, ſuch Sum of Money as the 
Freeholders ſhall — any — 
Free holder ſhall & his Duty hereid,- he ſbal 
forfeit 20 J. 

If any of the ſaid Crimes be committed by 
more than One Negro, that ſhall deſerve Death, 
One of the Criminals ſhall only ſuffer Death, as 
exemplary, the reſt returned to the Owners, which 
—— ſhall —— onably the Lab of = 

. put to Death, and pay proportio 

— pen by the ſaĩd Criminal to the 

Wjured ; and if any of them ſhall reſuſe to pay his 
Part allotted,. the ny» uſtice and Freeholders atoreſaid 
ſhall iſſue their Warrant to raiſe the fame by 
Diſtreſs and Sale of the Cds e e 
the Perſon ſo refuſing. 
Bvery Commiſton-Officer ſhall, upon Notice 
given him of the Haunt or Hiding pace of wy of any 
runaway N ; Yaiſe a Party of Men, not.ex- 
ceeding 20, and with them purſue, 8 
take the ſaid Runaways alive or 
ever Commiſſion-Offioer ſhall neglect his Dur 
herein, ſhall forfeit 20 J. 

If any Slave commit Murder, riſe in Rebellion, 
or make any Preparation of Arms, Powder, Ge 


or conſpire for that End, he ſhall be tried by Two 
15 and Three Freeholders, with Judgment 
and Execution in like manner, as before e. 


preſſed 
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Vega, and 
At 8 


Goal, in Writing, Nee for 


Default. 


All Owners of Plantation ſhall have _—— 


e Maſter or Owner of Slaves ſhall” let ont any 
Slave for Hire, —.— Port-Royal as a com- 
mon Porter ; Penalty 207. for every Offence. 
If any Slave, —_—_— — from his Owner 
for running away, or other Offence, ſuffer in Life 
or Limbs; none ſhall be liable to the Law for the 
fame ; but whoever ſhall kill a 3 
fulneſs, Wantoneſs, or Bloodymindedneſs, fhall 
ſufer Three Months Impriſonment, -and ; 
to the Owner of the — If the Party nd- 
_ a Servant, he or ſhe ſhall have — 
nine Lashes: and alſo (after the Ex- 
pron the Term with his or her Maſter or 
eſs) shall ſerve the Owuer of the deceaſed 
Slave, C Years. 
| If any Perſon kill a Slave, ſtealin — — 
away, or found by Night out his Owner 
Ground, Road, or common Path, ſoch Perſon 
Shall not be ſubjodt to any Damage or Action for 


the ſame. 
A Negro taken Wood in Boats or Ca- 
„shall be condenmed 


noes, and — 
| —— the Owner of the Land where the Offence 
was committed, ſix Months, without any Satisfacti- 
on, to the Owner of the Slave. 
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plying at Port-Royal, shall give their own Bond; 
of 50 J. not to carry any Negroes without a Ticket 
(except as before); which Bonds shall be taken in 
the King's Name, and Proceedings thereupon( in 
ſuch manner as is appointed in An AZ requiring 
Maſters of Ships to give Security, &C. (vid. Ships 

ad Veſſels). The Secretary, in whoſe Office the 
Bonds shall be recorded, may take one Shilling for 
each Bond, and no more. Ty 
a 5 och —_— ___ Sc. shall not within 
40 Days give to the Secretary, 
shall 8 5. for every Week after. — 
This Act shall be read in all Parish-churches, 
by the Clerk, yearly, the firſt Sunday after Chriſt 
mas Day, and firſt after Midſummer; and where 
there are no Churches, by the Clerk of the Peace 
of the Precinct, every other Seſſions; Penalty 531 
for each Default. | 
Penalties mentioned in this AR, and not othet - 
wiſe declared, shall be recovered before a Juſtice 
of Peace, if not exceed ing 40 5. if more, by Action 
of Debt, one Moiety to to the King, the other to 
the Informer. . 


SURVEYORS. - 


None shall act as a Surveyor-General, -before he 
hath given Security in the Sum of 4000 /. for 
the faithful Performance of his Office and Truſt; 
which Bonds shall be kept and recorded in the Se- 
cretary's Office, and Damages recovered thereon, 
in ſuch Manner as directed in the A requiring 
Maſters of Ships to give Security, &c. (vid. Ships 
and Veſſels). : | 
Provided, any Perſon may ſurvey and re-ſurvey 
any Land, where the King is not Party ; but 
where he is, only the Surveyor-General, or ſuch 


as are authorized by the Governor shall n 
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The Surveyor-General, or other Perſon lawful- 
y authorized, as aforeſaid, shall execute every Or- 
4 or Warrant directed to him for ſurveying with- 
in a reaſonable time; wiz. within the Parishes of St. 
Katharine s, Port-Royal, or St. Andrew's, with- 
in one Month; and in the moſt remote Parishes in 
the Iſland, within fix Months; upon Penalty of 
100 + for every ſuch Default, one Moiety to 
the King, the other to the Party aggrieved, or him 
that shall ſue for the ſame. * | 

If any cauſe the Surveyor'to take a Journey, and 


when he comes to the Place aſſigned, the Party - 


chall not be there ogy to. 2 him the Land to 
be ſurveyed, he. s y Surveyor 10 5. 
Diem, for every Day he shall ſo los. | > 
The Surveyor-General,. or his Deputy, shall 
keep his Office at Sz. Jago de la Vega, under the 
Penalty of 500 J. to the Uſes aforeſaid, and shall 
there attend from Eight to Eleven in the Forenoon, 
and from Two to Five in the Afternoon, except 
Sundays and Holy-days, under the Penalty of 40s . 
A Power left in the King, and his Officers, to 
” -examine the Surveyors tor what concerns his 
ajeſty. 
No Surveyor ſhall deliver any Plat, before he hath 


himſelf actually ſurveyed and meaſured the faid 
Land on every Side, where acceſſible, and ſeen the 


Lines made, and Corner Trees marked, and in- 
ſerted a Scale of the ſame, under the Penalty of 
50/. for every Default. | 
The Surveyor, . before he run upon any Land 
already taken up, ſhall give Notice thereof to the 


Owner or Poſſeſſors of the ſame, if he know them; 


of 2 to the two next Neighbours, under Penalty 
Or 20 J. | 


No Surveyor ſhall ſurvey or lay out any Land, 


to paſs the Broad-Seal of this Iſland, for his own 
Uſe, but ſhall employ ſome other Surveyor to do 
it, under Penalty of 50/. . I 


oY 
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All Surveyors who have dad the Bro 
any Parcel of of Land hath the roy of 
this Iſland, without actual farveyag on all Sides, 
where feaſible, ſhall, on Requeſt to them made at 
any time, complete a former Survey, according to 
the Plat by them given, running Lines, and mark- 

ing Trees, according to Cuſtom ; but no Surveyor 
is i obliged to re-ſurvey,. or cut Lines in Lands that 
patented more than four Years : Sur- 
veyors 8 upon Requeſt ſhall deny, refuſe or de- 
lay to rectify Errors in ſuch manner, as aforefaid, 
| Shall forfeit for every three Months delay, 201. 
half to the King, half to the Informer. 

Every Surveyor,. when an Order for Survey is 
offered him, ſhall immediately take a Memorandum 
of the Place, Time and Particulars; and writing 
the ſame on the Back of the Order, ſhall furvey the 
Land accordingly ;: and if he hath received an Or. 
der already, which he believes is for the ſame 
Land, he ſhall then declare the ſame, and ſliew the 
Order, if required, under the Penalty of 40 J. 
for every Default. 

Every Surveyor ſhall return two Plats upon 
every Survey to the Patent Office, one to remain 
there, the other to be aſſixed to the Grant. 

The Clerk of the Patents ſhall — 
one of the Plats to the Grant, and keep the ot 
the Office without Imbezzelment, and hi — 
ſhall record the Plat next to the reſpective Grant 
or Patent; — Clerk of the Patents may receive, 
for writing an original Patent, 10 5. and no more; 
and the ſaid Clerk and Secretary, offending againſt 
any Clauſe of this Act, he or they ſo offending, 
Mall forfeit 20 J. for every Offence. 

Every Surveyor, Clerk of the Patents, or other 
Perſon having in his Poſſeſſion any original Plat, 
ſhall on Requeſt give a true of the fame for 
2 s. 6 d. Penalty 40s. one half to the Church. 
wardens for the Uſe of the Poor, the other 


the Party complaining. has 


— 
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Every Surveyor, may receive 4 d. ger Acre for 
ſurveying any — Land, and no more. 

Every Surveyor, before he acts, ſhall give Bond 
with ſufficient , Surety,, in the Sum of 300.7. for 
the true and juſt Performance of his Office, under 
the Penalty of 50./. the Bond to be kept in the 
Secretary's Office, to be put in Suit (if Occaſion 
be) in os ſame manner as is declared. Tit. Ships 
ard Veſſels. 

It ” Surveyor-General keep his Office, and 
perform his Duties, as herein required, he may 
employ Deputies as formerly ; but his Bond of 
4000 J. ſhall remain.cautionary for Security, both 
as to himſelf and his Deputies. 

If any Perſon having an original Plat in his 
Cuſtody, ſhall not return the {ame into the Patent- 
Office, he ſhall, upon due Conviction, forfeit 
400 _- 

All Penalties in this Act mentioned, and not 
Otherwiſe directed, ſhall be one half to the King, 
the other to him that ſhall ſue for the ſame in any 
Court of Record, wherein no Eſſoign, &c. 


The Surveyors of the High-ways in the ſeveral 
Pariſhes ſhall, upon any ſudden and extraordinary 
Occaſion of repairing the fame, repreſent it to the 
Juſtices of the reſpective Precinct, who ſhall there- 
upon lay a Tax upon the Inhabitants of the ſaid 
Precinct of ſuch Money, Labour, or other 
Things, as ſhall ſeem neceſſary for the immediate 
Repair of the ſaid Ways. 

For the repairing of Forts, and.defraying ma- 
ny neceſſary Charges in and about the Govern- 
ment of this Iſland, an Impoſt is granted to the 
King, of Liquors and Goods imported ; wiz. up- 
on all Spanje and Madera Wines, 4 J. per Ton; 
Wines of the Weſtern andi, or Mixture there» 
vith, 10 J. per Ton; French and Rheni/s Wines, 


3. 4. 
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2 V per Ton; Brandy 1 s. per Gallon ; E 
Spirits, 3 4. per Gallon ; Beer and;Cyder, 8 ., ,, 
Ton; Mum and Metheglin 40 5s. per Ton; white 
Sugar 10 s. per Hundred; Muſcovadoes and Pa- 
nial Sugar, 6 f. per Hundred ;Indico, 6 .. ger 
Pound ; Tobacco, 2 4. per Pound; Ginger, 10 
per Hundred ; Rum 1 5. 6 4. per Gallon 3 Cocos, 
10 5. per Hundred, and ſo proportionably. 

Importers ſhall within twenty Days after land- 
ing, make up Accounts, and give Bonds of dou- 
ble the Value, and thereupon ſhall be allowed 10 
per Cent. for Leakage, and ſhall pay one third 
Part at the End of two Months from the making 
up ſuch Accounts, one third part at the End of 

e fourth Month, and the Remainder at the 

d of the ſixth Month. | 

Every Hogſhead of Wine or other Liquor, 
that ſhall not have Seven Inches or above let 
therein, and a Butt or Pipe, nine Inches, ſhall 
be accounted for Outs, and the Importer pay no 
Cuſtom for it. 

Liquors that prove bad, &c. ſhall be ſurvey- 
ed if Controverſy happen) by Warrant from 
the Naval Office, which ſhall be returned upon 
Oath. | 

Such Tmporters as make not up their Accounts 
within ten Days, (being thereunto required) ſhall 
loſe the Benefit of the 10 per Cent. for _ 
age, and the Time given for payment; an 
if the Receiver be of is fue foe the ſame, the 
Defendants ſhall pay treble Damages. | 

If the Mafter, when he makes his Entry in 
the Naval Office, owns to have imported Mad- 
ra Wines. he or the Boat-ſwain ſhall make Oath, 
That the Wines were taken in at the Iſland of 
Madera, and that he doth not know but the ſai 
Wines are of the Growth of that Iſland, without 
any Mixtures, &c. If he refuſe to make ſuct 


Oath, the Wines ſhall be taken to be LY the 
$4 10 
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Growth of the Weſtern Iflands, and ſhall pay 
accordingly. = , 

Liquors and Goods exported within a Year 
after Importation, {hall be allowed a Draw-back 
of half what was paid for Cuſtom, which the 
Collector or Receiver ſhall repay or diſcount, un- 
der the Penalty of double the Sum to the Pare 

rieved. ; 

All Ships and Veſſels coming from the North- 
ward of the Tropick of Cancer, ſhall pay for 
every Ton ſuch Veſſel contains, one Pound of 
Gun-powder, every time they arrive; but ſuch 
z trade Southward of the ſaid Tropick, ſhall pay 
the like once a Year, and no more ; the Collec- 
tor ſhall receive the ſaid Duty in Specie, and not 
Money, or other Things in lieu thereof, Penalty 
20 J. Now they pay either 2 s. 6 d. or the 
Pound of Gun-powder, as they pleaſe. 

Goods landed without the Preſence of the Col- 
letor, or other appointed by him, before Entry 
made, Payment of the Duty, or Bond given, at- 
ter Sun-ſet, and before Sun-riſing, with Intent to 
defraud the King of his Cuſtoms, ſhall be forleit- 
ed, two Thirds to the King, and one Third to 
the Informer or Seizer, to be recovered in any 
Court of Record; and all Perſons ſhall be aiding 
and aſſiſting to the Receiver, Informer, Diſcover- 
er and Seizer herein. 

The Receiver and his Agents may by Warrant 
from any Juftice of Peace, and with a Conſtable, 
ſearch any Houſe, Cellar, Ware-houſe and Shop, 
for concealed Goods and Liquors ; which being 
found, ſhall be forfeited and condemned, provid- 
ed the Search be within three Days atter In- 
formation. 

The Collector or his Deputy ſhall attend at 
his Office from Nine to Eleven in the Morning, 


and from Two to Four in the Afternoon, upon 
Penalty of 20 J. 


N Suck 
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Such as have Licence to ſell and retail any 
Liquors, ſhall pay for the ſaid Licence, and eye. 
ry Year renewing, 5 J. to the King; and ſuch 
as preſume to ſell without Licence, ſhall forfeit 
ſor every ſuch Offence the Sum of 107. 

Such as come to ſettle in this Iſland, and bring 
Rum, Sugar, Tobacco, .&c. for their own Con. 
veniency, ſhall declare the ſame upon Oath at 
the Time of Importation, or make the ſame ap- 
pear within three Months after Arrival, by ſome 
viſible Effect — 1 the ſaid Goods ſhall 
not be c e with any Duty or Cuſto 
except — he ſhall ſell — diſpole of 
which muſt pay as in other Caſes. 

All the King's Quit-rents, and all the Revenue 
hereby granted, fhall be applied and appropriated 
to the Support of the Government of this Iſland, 
and the contingent Charges thereof, and to ng 
other Uſe. : a 2 

The Sum of 1230 J. num, ariſing ay 
aforeſaid, ſhall be = paid and appro- 
priated to the repairing, building and rebuild 
ing Majeſty's Forts and Fortifications in this 
Iſland. - | 

The Collector or Receiver-General ſhall charge 


the 1250 J. ſo appropriated, as aforeſaid in a dif 
tint Book of Accounts, which Book ſhall be free 
and open at all Office-hours for all Perſons to 
view without Fee; and the ſaid Receiver-Ge 
neral ſhall when required by the Governor, Coun- 
cil or Aſſembly, give in upon Oath a true Ac- 
count of the Diſvurſements out of the ſaid 1250 /, 


per Annum. 2 

The ſaid General-Receiver ſhall, with ſufficient 
Security, enter into Bond of 5000 J. Penalty, (to 
be kept and recovered in the Secretary's Office 
with Condition truly to account for all fuch Mo- 
rey as ſhall come to his Hands, and well and 
truly pay the Sum of 1250 1. yearly, by the Har- 


rant of the Governor and Quorum of the Coun 
8 8 ( 
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cil, towards the repairing and building Fortifica- 
tions, &c. - And. in 1 the ſaid Collector or 
Receiver-General ſhall act in the ſaid Office lon- 

ger than twenty Days without giving ſuch Security 
as aforeſaid, or ſhall miſapply any Part of the ſaid 
1250 /. he ſhall, for every ſuch Offence, forfeit 
the Sum of 2500 J. one half to the King, the 
other to him that ſhall ſue for the ſame in 
any Court of Record, wherein no Eſſoign, In- 
junction, Wager of Law, or Non Prof. ſhall be 


owed. : 

The Collector, Receiver or Deputy, ſhall not 
pay any Part of the ſaid 1250 J. per Aunum, or 
any Sum ariſing from the Quit-rents, or by 
virtue of this Act, without a Warrant under the 
Governor's Hand and Seal; and if the ſaid Col- 
lectors, &c. ſhall pay any Momes con to 
the true Intent and Meaning hereof, or it any 
other Perſon or Perſons ſhall miſapply any of the 
Monies fo appropriated, as aforeſaid, the Offen- 
— * forfeit and pay treble the Sum ſo miſ- 
i Forfeitures and Penalties in this Act men- 
tioned, and not otherwiſe diſpoſed of, ſhall be 
one half to the King for the Support of the 
Government, and contingent Charges, the other 
half to the Informer, to be recov in any Court 
of Record, &c. 

For towards the buying or hiring, victual- 
ling and manning two good Sl of War, each 
carrying fifty Men, to be employed for fix Monthe, 
towards guarding the Sea-coaſts, and cruifing, c. 
and alſo for and towards the raifing of two 
Parties, each of ten Soldiers and two Officers for 
lix Months, and towards the reducing rebellious 
Negroes. 

Enacted, That the Sum of 4303 J. 3 s. 9 4. 
be aſſeſſed, taxed, and laid by the Juſtices and 
| Veltries, or where no Veſtries, by the Juſtices of 

that Pariſh or Precinct, on all and every Perſon, 

N. 2 with- 
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within their ſeveral and reſpective Precincts, by an 
equal and juſt Tax according to the ſeveral Rates 
and Proportions following. 

For every Negroe, Indian or Mulatto Slave, to 
be pc id for by the Owner or Poſſeſſor, 1 5. 6 4 
For every Horſe, Mare, Colt, Mule,. Afs, and 
Net Cattle, 7 d. Half-penny. For Sheep, Lambs, 
Goats, Kids, 2 3. 6 d. per Score. | 

All Overſcers and hired Servants ſhall be aſſeſ. 
ſed Cd. per Pound upon the Wages they receive 
per Ann. All Handicrafts and I radeſmen ſhall bs 
rated :.ccorcing to the Direction of the Juſtices 
ara Veſtry, in the ſeveral Pariſhes where they 
reſide. 

In the Pariſh of Port-Noyal, there ſhall be aſ- 
ſeſſed and levied 15. in the Pound on all Rents, 
to be paid by the Tenants, and allowed by their 
Lzindlords, and upon the ſeveral Inhabitants for 
their Trades, Occupations and Callings. And al- 
ſo on all Perſons reſiding at the Town of Se. 
Jago de la Vega, 15. in the Pound to be paid 
by the Tenants, and allowed by Eandlords, Cc. 
And the like for thoſe refiding at Kingſton, to be 
rated by the Juſtices of the Pariſh of St. As- 

rew's. 

The Fraus reſidirg in this Iſland ſhall pay, 
over and above the Tax as afore aſſeſſed, the 
Sum of 750 /. . 

If any of the Nau appointed to aſſeſs and col- 
lect the foreſa id Sum, ſhall negle& his or their 
Duty therein, the Governor by Warrant under 
Bis Hand znd Ses l, directed to the Provoſt- Mar- 
Hal, may cg uſe to be levied on the Perſon ſo of- 
fending 100 J. by Diſtreſs and Sale of his Slaves, 
Goods and Chattels; and in caſe no Diſtreſß 
can be found, then to take into Cuſtody the Bo- 
dy of the Perſon ſo offending, till Payment. 

The Juſtices ſhall deliver to the Conſtables 
within their reſpective Pariſhes and , 
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Roll of ſuch Aſſeſſments as aforeſaid, ſo that the 
Collection be made within two Months after the 
10th of June, with a Warrant under the ſame, 
impowering the faid Conſtable to levy the ſame, 
and pay it into the Hands of the Church-war- 
dens, or where no Church-wardens, into the 
Hands of the Juſtices of that Pariſh, deduQting 
4 d. per Pound for collecting, except in the Pa- 
riſhes of Port- Royal and Kingſton, where it ſhall 
be done gratis, Which ſaid Church-wardens 
ſhall pay the ſame to the Receiver. | 

The Juftices or any two of them, ſhall impow-" 
er the Conſtables, upon Refuſal or Delay of Pay- 
ment, to diſtrain upon the the perſonal Eſtate of 
the Perſon refuſing or delaying, and forthwith 
ſell the ſame at publick Outcry, retaining to them- 
ſelves 1 5. in the Pound for ſuch Diſtreſs, and re- 
turn the overplus, if any be. 

The Juſtices and Veſtries, in their ſeveral Pre- 
eincts ſhall with all poſſible Speed after the paſ- 
ling this Act, AA. to the Diſcharge of their 
Duties. If any Juftice, Veſtry-man, Conſtable or 
Church-warden, ſhall wilfully fail in his Duty, in 
ſuch caſe the Juſtice ſhall forfeit 50 J. any of the 
other 20 /. for every ſuch Offence. 

All Owners of Slaves, Horſes, or any Sorts of 
Cattle, Tradeſmen, and hired Men whatſoever, 
ſhall give a juſt and true Account upon Oath, to 
the beſt of their Knowledge, at ſuch times as the 
Juſtices ſhall direR, of all Slaves, Horſes, or other 
Cattle, Rents, Trades, and Callings, as are be- 
longing to them (Fexvs only excepted). 

If any Perſon whatſoever ſhall refuſe, either 
by himſelf, Overſeer, or Penn-keeper, to diſcover 
upon Oath, the true Number of their Slaves, 
Horſes, &c. it ſhall be lawful for the Juſtices 
and Veſtry to tax ſuch Perſon according to 
their Diſcretion. 


N 3 Wha- 
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Whoſoever ſhall advance and lend Sum 
of Money upon the Security of this Act, re· 
ceive for the Loan of the ſame after the Rate of 
12 J. 10 5s. per Cent. per Ann. for the time he. 
mall be in Diſburſe of the ſaid Sum. 

Which Sum or Sums ſo lent on the Credit of 
this Act, ſhall by the Receiver on the firſt Pay- 
ment of Money that ſhall be paid into the Recei- 

ver's Hands by Virtue: of this Act, be forthwith 
repaid to the Perſon or Perſons fo lending the. 
| ſame, their Executors or Adminiſtrators, with the 
Intereſt of the ſame. And all other Sum or Sums 
that ſhall be laid out or paid by the Receiver, 
about the two Sloops, and two Parties for reduc- 
ing rebellious Negroes, as before- mentioned, ſhall 
— paid by the Receivers, without Fee or 
Zharge. 

5 3 = Parties above-mentioned to be raiſed for 
fubdaing the rebellious Negroes in caſe of Miſ- 
demeanours, ſhall be fubjet to the Puniſhments 
preſcribed in the Articles of War, as when Mar- 
tial Law'is in Force. And the Captain of each 

Party ſhall receive for his Pay 4 J. per Month, 
each Serjeant 50 5. per Month, each Soldier 40 5. 
per Month to be paid by the Receiver or Recei- 
vers without Fee. ; 

Thoſe that go out in the Parties to reduce the 
Negroes ſhall. receive from the Treaſurers, for 
every rebellious Negro that ſhall be killed, bring- 

ing in his Head to any Juſtice 40 J. for every Ne- 
grce taken and brought in alive, and not | 
10 J. to be paid by the Owner ; who is hereby 
obliged, — 2 the Penalty of 50 J. to tranſport 
ſuch Slave ſo taken; and in caſe the Owner 
cannot be found, then the Treaſurer ſhall pay 
the 10 J. receive the Slave, ſell and tranſport him; 
and retain the Produce to be employed in the ſaid 
Service. - : 

All Negroes that have been abſent. from their 
Owner or Plantations fix Months, ſhall be account- 
ed as in actual Rebellion. The 
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The Receiver or Receivers, Treaſurer or Trea- 
ſurers, Hall be allowed all his or their reaſonable 
Cn Commiſſion, or Pretences to Commiſſion, 
excepted. *! ä 

There ſhall be raiſed and paid the following Im 
poſts upon Madera Wines, over and above what is 
already payable, for three Months and ro longer, 
viz. the Sum of 40 5.. for every Ton. 

And for every Slave exported by way of Mer- 
chandize, ſor the Term : aforeſaid, the Owner 
ſhall pay 20 s. per Head. All which Negroes ſhall 
be enter'd in the Receriver-General's Office, and 
Bond given by the Owner to the M 
— aids Month after Entry. m_ * 

Whoever ſhatt export any Slave or Slaves, and 
not make Entry, give Bond, and pay as before 
directed, ſhall forfeit for every Slave ſo export- 
ed 50 J. one half to his Majeſty, the other to the 
Informer. 

Every Merchant, or other Importer of Madera 
Wines, during the ſaid Term of three Months, 
ſhall make Entry, make up Accounts, and give 
Bonds, in the fame Method, and the ſame Pe- 
nalty, as directed by an Ad for raiſing a pub- 
lick Revenue for Sufport of the Government, &C. 

The Money arifing by Virtue of this Act ſhall 
be to the Uſe of his Majeſty for the Support of 
the Government of this Ifland, and the contingent 
Charges thereof. 

There ſhall be raiſed and paid unto his Ma- 

jeſty, for the Support of the Government, an 
additional Duty and Impoſt upon the following 
Liquors, over and above what is already pay- 
able, vix. 
For every Ton of Spaniſh and Madera Wine 
imported 40 s. all Wines of the Growth of the 
Weſtern I ds, 5 J. per Ton; all French Wines 
or Rheniſb Wines, 3 1. per Ton; Beer or Cyder, 
4 5. per Ton; Mum or Metheglin, 20 . 


nie, 3 4. per Gallon; and fo proportiona 


per 
Ton; Brandy, 6 4. per Gallon ; Engliþ * 
Al 
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"- 
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- 
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All which ſaid Liquors ſhall be duly entered, un- 
der the Penalties mentioned in the A for raiſing 
a publick Revenue, &c. D 
or Slaves exported, the Owner ſhall pay 20, 
each, excepting Slaves ordered to be tranſported 
for Miſdemeanours. | 1:2Y 
Upon due Proof in the ſupreme Court of Ju- 
dicature an Action of Debt ſhall lie for his Ma- 
jeſty, againſt any Perſon, his Executors, Ce. 
that ſtand indebted for Cuſtoms, whether Bond 
be given or not. | | 

After the Deduction and Payment of the aid 
Sum of 1774 J. 165. the reſt of the Monies ſhall 
remain as a Fund to encourage ſuch Perſons - as 
are willing to tranſport themſelves hither, and be 
applied to no other Uſe. 

All Tradeſmen and others, not able to pay 
their Paſſages, _ Fews, Cripples and Chil- 
dren under eleven Years of Age, who are wil- 
ling to tranſport themſelves to this Iſland, ſhall, 
upon their repairing to any Maſter of any Ship, 
be received on Board, and after their Arrival here, 
be free from all Manner of Servitude, and have 
Liberty to employ themſelves as they think fit, 
in any honeſt Trade, Service or Calling; and the 

tain or Maſter thall receive of the Treaſurers 
appointed by this Act, for every Perſon coming 
from England or Scotland, 7 1. 10 6. and for 
every Perſon from Ireland, 6 J. for their Paſſage: 
and for every Perſon ſo brought from Europe, the 
{aid Maſter ſhall have for his Encouragement, 
to his own Uſe, the further Sum of 20 5s. per 
Head. * 

All Maſters of Veſſels, that ſhall import any 
ſuch Perſons as aforeſaid, from New-£ngl/and, 
Carolina, or any other Parts of America, {hall 
receive the Sum of 3 J. 10 5s. and for every Per- 
ſon brought from Providence, and the Windward 
Iſlands, 40 s. And alſo for every Perſon — 
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any of the aforeſaid Places, the further Sum of 


10 s. per Head for his own Uſe and Benefit. 

All Maſters who ſhall import as aforeſaid, 
ſhall within forty eight Hours after Arrival, deli- 
ver upon Oath to the Secretary a Liſt of the 
Nemes, Age and Trade, &c. of the Perſons im- 
ported, which he is to enter in a Book, and tranſ- 
mit the Liſt to the Treaſurer, who is thereupon to 
pay tke reſpective Sums to the Maſters, and 2 5. 
6 d. to the Secretary. 

All Merchants and others, importing any Wines 
and Liquors before-mentioned, ſhall enter the 
ſame in the Office of the Receivers General, 
after the manner preſcribed in the AA for raifing 
a publick Revenue, &C. y 

All which Duties, and the Impoſt on Negroes, 
fhall be kept in a Book apart, the Bonds taken in 


his Majeſty's Name; the Money arifing thereon 


ſhall be paid into the Hands of the Receiver-Ge- 
neral, and by him paid over to the Treaſurer 
within twenty Days after. For which Bonds and 
Entries, receiving and paying, the ſaid Receiver- 
General, (or Deputy) ſhall retain to himſelf 
Two and a half per Cent. and no more. 

For Goods of which the Cuſtoms are under 
5 J. Value, no Bond ſhall be taken, nor Cre- 
dit given, but the Cuſtoms of the ſame. ſhall be 
immediately paid to the Receiver: General! 

All Negroes to be exported ſhall be entred, 
and Bond given by the er for the Payment 
of the Money within one Month after the Entry, 
under the Penalty of 5o/. 

The Commiſſioners may appoint one or more 
of their own Number to receive and pay the Mo- 
ney ariſing by this Act, of all which the Treafy- 
rer ſhall keep an exact and diftin& Account, 
and declare the ſame, when thereunto required. 
If the Treaſurer ſhall divert or miſapply any 
of the ſaid Monies, he ſhall forfeit to his Majeſty 
double the Sum ſo diverted or miſapplied. ll 


4 
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The Treaſurer for the Time being ſhall be al. 
lowed two and a half per Cert. for his Charges 
in and about the Diſcharge of this: Truſt.” 
Such Montes as remain in the Treaſurer's Hands, 
(if any) after the Expiration of this Act, ſhall not- 
2 be employed to the U ſes in this Ad 
appointed. | e 


Py of this Act to any Perſon requiring it, for which 
e ſhall receive 10 5s. and in caſe of Delay or Re- 
fuſal, he ſhall forfeit 4097 oe 
If the Receiver- General refuſe-to: do and per- 
form all and every thing as by this. Act injoin- 
ed him, he ſhall forfeit for every ſuch Offence the 
Sum of 500 J. And all other Perſons offend- 
ing contrary to the true Meaning of this Act, 
mall forfeit (if no Penalty be already laid] the 


Sum of 100 J. one Moiety of which forfeiture 


mall be to his Majeſty, the other to the Infor- 
mer, to be recovered in any Court of Record, 
The Sum of 450 J. ſhall be levied and paid 
within three Months _ = _ Day — 
1, and ſo every Year, for the ſoliciting the Af- 
' 15 of this Iſland in Ergland ;. via. 22 . 
From the Pariſh and Town of Port- Royal 
9 J. 105. 10 d. St. Andrew's . J. 175. 5 4 
t. Katharine's, 56 J. 165. 3 4. 8 
35.14 Vere, 47 l. 1s: 8 d. Clarendin, 
2 J. 1 f. 8 d. St. Elizabeth, 51 J. 6 s. 84. 
' 8+. Thomas to Windward, 27 l. 10. St. Da- 
wvid's 16 J. 11 s. St Thomas in the * 21 U. 
s. St. Fohn's 15 J. 8 5. 3 d. St. George s, 
1 by Mary's, " J. 5 . 7 d. St. 
"Anne's, 7 J. 13,5. 6 d. St. Fames's, 21. 165. 
9 4. Kingſton, 19 J. 3 : 
The Money fo raiſed and paid as aforeſaid, 
ſhall by the Receiver, be yearly remitted on the 
Country's Riſque, in ſuch manner as they — 


25 /. 


% 


The Secretary ſhall upon Demand, give a Co- 


St. Dorothy, | 
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chink fit, to ſolicit in Exgland the publick Af. 
firs of this Iſland, as on ſhall require. 

The Commiſſioners ſhall at no time order any 
thing, - contrary to any of the Inſtructions drawn 

for -the Council — Aſſembly, for Direction 
to the Solicitors in England, but fully obſerve and 
be directed thereby: Notwithſtanding they may, 

upon any. ſudden emergent Occaſions, give the 
faid Solicitors ſuch farther Inſtructions as 
ſhall think fit. 

The ſaid Commiſſioners, or major Part of them, 
may from time to time turn out, or alter any of 
the Solicitors in this Act mentioned, if it be 
thought fit. 

The Receiver or Receivers of the Monies ari- 
fg by this Act, ſhall keep an exact and diſtin& 
Account of all -Payments and Remittances, and 
render a true Account thereof, when required, to 
the reſt of the Commiſſioners, or to the Aſſem- 
bly, when fitting. And if any Receiver ſhall di- 
vert or miſapply any of the ſaid Money, he ſhall 
forſeit to his Majeſty double the Sum. 

The ſaid Receiver or Receivers ſhall be allow- 
ed his or their Expences. But in caſe he or 
negle& or refuſe to remit the ſaid Sums yearly, 
during the Continuance of this Act, to the Solict- 
tors in England, ſhall forfeit the Sum of 500 J. 

All —— of Slaves, Horſes, or any kind of 
Cattle, ſhall by themſelves, Guardians, — 
Truſtees, or Penn-keepers, give a true and juſt 
Account upon Oath, at ſuch time as the Juſtices 
ſhall lire of the Numbers of his Slaves Hor- 
les, and all other Cattle, and of his Rents. And 
if any refuſe by themſelves, or Overleers, c. 
to give ſuch Account upon Oath the Juſtices and 
Veltry may tax ſuch Perſon according to their 

Diſcretion; - 

The Parties raiſed for ſubduing rebellious 
Negroes, in caſe of Miſdemeanour, or Neon of 

uy 
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Duty, ſhall be fubje&t to the Puniſhment pre- 
ſcribed in the Articles of War, as when Mar- 
tial Law is in Force. And the Captains of each 
Party fhall receive for . J. per Month, each 
Serjeant 50 4. and each Soldier 40 1. gy 
Month. | | ee foo 
Of the Monies ariſing by Virtue of the-fore. 
faid Acts, 1000 J. ſhall be employed for paying 
the Paſſages of ſuch Perſons as ſhall tranſport 
themſelves hither, according to the Directions 
an Act paſſed to that Purpoſe. | 


TREASON, * 


Whoſoever ſhall at any time hereafter falfify, 
forge, or counterteit his Majeſty's Broad-Seal of 
this Iſland, every ſuch Offence ſhall be deemed 
and adjudged High-T reaſon. And the Offender 
or Offenders therein, their Counſellors, Aiders, 
Abbettors, or Concealers, being lawfully con- 
victed by the Oaths of two credible Witneſſes 
upon Trial, or otherwiſe, ſhall be adjudged 
'Traitors, and ſuffer ſuch Pains, Penalties and 
Forfeitures, as in like Caſes is ordained by the 
Laws of England. | 


VaGAaBONDS and POOR. 


Any Three Juſtices, and the Veſtry of each 
Pariſh, or the major Part of them, may lay a Tax 
(if it ſeem convenient) for the building one or 
more Houſes of Correction within their ſeveral 
Pariſhes, and for providing Stocks for the lame ; 
and for governing the ſame, make ſuch Order 
as the ſaid Juſtices and Veſtry ſhall'think fit; 
which ſhall be of Force, and put in Exect- 
tion. | 
All Rogues, Vagabonds, and other idle Per. 
fons, that ſhall be found wanderiug, or * 
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wiſe miſordering themſelves, ſhall be appre- 
hended by the Conſtables, and carried before 
ſome Juſtice of Peace of that Precinct ; and 
if the Perſon a n to be fit 
and able to work, and refuſe fo to do, the 
Juſtice ſhall order him or her to be whipt on the 
naked Back, not exceeding Thirty-nine Laſhes, 
and after ſent from Pariſh to Pariſſi by the Con- 
ſtables of the ſame, the next ſtrait Way to the 
Pariſh where he or ſhe dwelt for one whole Year 
laſt paſt ; and in like manner, they ſhall convey 
poor 1 Vagrants to the Place of. their 
laſt . | 

DL no ſuch Perſons, as abovefaid, ſhall 
be returned, if they have dwelt in the Pariſh 
above the Space of three Months. 

Conſtable, or Tything-man neglecting his Du- 
ty herein, ſhall forfeit 40. for every Default, 
one half to the Church-wardens for the Poor of 
the Pariſh, the other to the Informer, to be re- 
covered before any Juſtice of Peace. 

The Church-wardens of each Pariſh in this 
Tand, with the Aﬀent of any two Juſtices in 
that Precinct, may bind any poor Children of 
the ſaid Apprentices, where they fhall ſee con- 
venient ; Males till twenty one Years of Age, 
and Females till eighteen, or the time of their 
Marriage, to be as effectual as if ſuch Child were 
of ſuch Age, and by Indenture of Covenant bound 
him to herſelf. | 

Beſides the collecting a great many of theſe 
Laws, there was little elſe 3 remarkable 
during the Government of Sir Thomas Lynch : He 
was zealous againſt the Pyrates, and ſeveral Men 
of War were employed by him, for no other Pur- 
poſe but to ſcour the Coafts, and clear the Ameri- 
can Seas of theſe deſperate Men, who yet continued 
to plunder. 'The Ships of War had indifferent 
vaccels.; ſeveral French Privateers fell into their 
Hands, 


. I . 
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Hands, and were deſtroyed. The Spaniard; now 
likewiſe began to exert their Courage, and ap- 
peared with greater Freedom and Spirit ; they at- 
tacked ſome Pyrate Sloops of Carthagena, ard 


deftroyed them; but the Gevernor's Death put 
a Stop to further Severities of this Kind. | 


Tam, SIR, Yours, &c. 


* 


LETTER VII. 


3 


S IA, 


do Sir Themas Lynch ſacceeded Col. Hendar 


Meolefavorth, - a Man of great Worth and 
Honour, whom King Villiam afterwards created 
a Baronet. This Gentleman behaved to the uni- 
yerſal Satisfaction of the Iſland ; his Deportment 
was curteous, he was eaſy of Acceſs, given to no 
Vice or Extravagance, and effectually recommend- 
ed himſelf to every one by a ſincere upright Con- 
duct: In his Time the Laws were well executed; 
Trade revived, and the Colony was at Peace, and 
happy : He was a May of moderate Principles, 
nor expreſſed any manner of Diſregard to thoſe who 
differed from the eſtabliſhed Opinions, 

The Jeaus began about this time to make a con- 
fiderable Figure; their Numbers daily increaſed, 
and as they underſtood Trade better than any of 
the Planters or Mercliznts could pretend todo, the 
Governor found it neceſſary to encourage that 
People: They were allowed many Privileges, and 
had a Permiſſion to erect Synagogues, and perform 
Pivine Worihip according to their own Forms, 
Whether or not ſuch Encouragement was g 
Policy, I ſhall not determine, nor have ] time to 
enumerate the Advantages and Diſadvantages that 
accꝛue to the Iſland from them: I can't 1 
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form a Judgment on the Matter; but it is certain, 
their Induſtry and Moderation may ſerve as a Pat - 
tern, and ſhew that Exceſs of any kind is incom- 

tible with the Intereſts of a Trader; at the 
— time their little roguiſh Tricks are ſueh, that 
prove very detrimental to any - Society in which 
they live. 1 

In this Gentleman's Government King Charles II. 
died, of whoſe Death as ſoon as he got Notice, 
he proclaimed the Duke of York, firſt at Sr. Jago, 
and then with the ſame Solemnity at Port- Royal: 
The Council and Aſſembly met, and a very loyal 
Addreſs was tranſmitted to the King, which was 
graciouſly received. | . | 

At this time, the ſmall Remains, of the old. 
Privateers were almoſt intirely cut off; In 163g, at 
the Inſtigation of the Indians, they landed, and wers 
put to the greateſt Diſtreſs; they were not ony 
deſerted, but their Retreat intirely cut off, by whic 
means all that Company quite periſhed. At the 
{:me time, the French King ſent expreſs Orders 
to all the Governors of the French Colonies, to 
purſue them with the utmoſt Severity. By this 
means, theſe brave Fellows, who had ſo long car- 
ned their Fortune on their Swords, and been en- 
gaged in ſo many hazardous Exploits, who could 
not endure a peaceable quiet Life, nor deſiſt from 
Robberjes and Plundering, were quite extirpated ; 
nor hear we any more about them, till the War 
broke out betwixt France and England, when the 
former Method was again reſumed, but with lefs 
Glory and Suecels, _ 4” 

In 1687, a Poſt-Office was firſt erected in Ja- 
maica, and Mr. Janes, Wade made Poſt-Maſter; 
This, tho* well deſigned, and might have ſerved 
excellent Purpoſes, yet had very little Effect. The 
Place is now, however, - well ſupplied, -and Letters 
regularly diſpatched ; Mr. Macfarlane is preſent 
Poſt-Maſter, a Gentleman of Honour and Pro- 
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The ſame Year Chri/opher Duke of Albemarl; 
was appointed Governor of Jamaica. It was given 


out, that this Nobleman was ſent hither, as to 


kind of Baniſhment for his Zeal againſt Popery: 
But whatever his Grace's Friends may ay of 
matter, there are few but aſcribed it to another 
Cauſe. He had his Eye on the. Riches of the 
Iſland, and his Fortune being impaired, he judged 
the readieſt way to reſtore it, would be to of 
iuch a fine Government, where he could 
many eaſy Opportunities to advance his Intereſts. 
He ſet out from Spithead in the Affflance Man of 
War, — with his Lady, and à vaſt Retinue 
on board, and arrived at Jamaica. in the Januar 
following. | 


On Sunday the 19th of February 1687, there 
was an Earthquake in Jamaica: It came by Shocks; - 


there were three of them, with a little Pauſe be- 
tween ; it laſted about a Minute's time in all, and 
was accompanied with a ſmall Noiſe; it was ge- 
nerally felt all over the Iſland ; ſome Houſes were 
cracked, and very near ruined, others uncovered 
of their Tiles ; very few eſcaped ſome Injury, and 
the People were every where in a great Conſterna- 
tion; the Ships in the Harbour of Port- Reyal felt 
it, and one that was Eaſtward of the Iſland, com- 


ing hither from Europe, met with a Hurricane at 


the ſame time: A Gentleman declared; that he 
ſaw the Ground riſe like the Sea in a Wave, as the 


Earthquake paſſed along, and then it went Nori 


ward. £285 f 
While the Duke of Albemarle was Governor, 


little occurred worth Notice : A Proclamation was 


publiſhed, for the more effectual reducing and fup- 
preſſing Pyrates and Privateers in America ; but 


this was little elſe than mere Matter of Form, for 


they were quite rooted out before this Time. 


Sir Hans Sloane, Bart. the preſent Preſident of 


the Royal Society, attended 1 


Mw 


— 
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cian in Ordinary; and it was at this time he made 
that admirable Collection of Plants, &c. which he 
ſince publiſhed. | 

The Duke did not long enjoy his new Govern- 
ment ; the Alteration. of the Climate, and drink- 
ing a little too hard, haſtened his Death. Hig 
Body was embalmed, and brought to England in 
the ſame ey which the Dutcheſs ( afterwards 
Dutcheſs of Montague) returned. | 
Colonel Hender Molefeworth was made Governor 
anew, About this time the Revolution happened 
in 3 : King William's Title was acknow- 
ledg 


here, and he and Queen Mary. were joy- 

fully proclaimed. There was an Agreement made 
this Year between the Erng/;/> and Spaniards, for 
a Trade in Negroes, between Jamaica and the 
Spaniſh Weſt-Indies : This Treaty was managed 
by Don Santiago del Caſtillo in London. The King 
of Spain afterwards appointed this Gentleman to 
be Commiſſary-General at Famaica, for ſupplying 
the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies with Slaves: Before he 
left London, King William conferred the Honour 
of Knighthood upon him, and he was afterwards 
known by the Name of Sir James N He 
came to this Place, where his good Conduct gained 
him univerſal Eſteem: He lived many Vears, and 
acquired ſeveral fine Eſtates, which go by his 
1 — arl of Tnchiquin nted 

n 1690. o 191418 was appoi 

— — who ſoon after arritd In WT ung 
e Negroes began, to m iſturbances; the 
Runaways, and thoſe deſcended of the Spanib 
Slaves, who were never conquered, began to make 
Irruptions: They came down and robbed the 
neareſt Plantations, committing, at the ſame time 
unheard of Barbarities ; they had ſuch a ſure Re- 
treat, that all Endeavours to draw them from it, 
were in vain, - Several Parties attempted to diſ- 
odge them, but it proved i z and the. 
| - Wr 3: 2530 © nn 
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poor white Men were either miſerably batchered; 
or returned quite ſpent with the intolerable Fa- 
tigue. This bad Succeſs encouraged Gentlemens 
Slaves, to rebel. An univerſal Diſpoſition to this, 
appeared amongſt the Negroes: However, ſuch 
efteCtual Care was taken to prevent their getting 
Arms, and other Methods contrived to hinder any 
Inſurrection, that they ſtirred in no Place, but only 
in Mr. Sutton's Plantation, where Four hundred 
of them broke out into Rebellion, and having 
forced the Houſe, murdered their Maſter, and every 
white Man that belonged to the Plantation, ſeized 
upon Fifty Muſkets, Blunderbuſſes, and other 
Arme, together with a great Quantity of Pow- 
der and Shot, four ſmall Field- pieces, and o- 
ther Proviſions. They marzhed to the next Plan- 
tation, where they repeated their Murders, and 
zilled every white they could find. 
The Alarm was immeditaely given to the ad- 
jucent Quarters, and fifty Horſe and Foot marched 
v& attack them: By this means their further 
Progreſs was Ropped-and their Deſign of joining 
the other Rebels prevented; for all the Plantati- 
ens round were on their Guard; and as a certain 
Terror ever attends Guilt, they -had not Courage, 
notwithſtanding their vaſt Superiority in Number, 
t diſpute their Paſſage ; but retired back, and 
repared to defend themielves in Mr. Sutton's great 
Honſe They had not been long there, till a good 
Body of Men eame and * them; nor did 
they long defend themſelves, but fled, doing all 
the Miſchief in their Power, as they made off, 
firing the Cane- pieces: but a Party of white 
Men fell on their Rear, routed and purſued them 
feveral Mites. Many of the Blacks were killed, 
and Two hundred of themthrew down their Arms, 
and ſubmitted 5 the reſt were afterwards either 
killed or taken. The Leſs of white Men was on- 
ny beſides thoſe who were murdered onthe 
iſt Riſing. Al the Blacks near two hundred were 
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deſtroyed; and tho*' ſome were ed, yet moſt 
of thoſe who had ſubmitted, — — 
which they well deſerved. 7d 2 ante 
A little before-this, the War broke out betwixt 
England and France; and as King Villiam was 
the Head of that great Confedracy, and gave Life 
and Soul to their Counſels, he took care to wound 
the French in the moſt ſenſible Parts. Their Weſt- 
In1ia Colonies were a ſhure Fund, whence eve 
Year a great Part of Europe was ſupplied wit 
thoſe valuable Commodities which they produced ; 
it became therefore ſo wiſe and great a King, to 
endeavour to ſtop the Source of Riches, which was 
ſo prejudicial to the Nation which he governed. 
To effect this, he ſent ſeveral Men of War to Ja- 
maica, to be employed at the Diſcretion of the 
Governor. My Lord Inchiquin received likewiſe 
expreſs Orders to exert himſelf on this important 
Occaſion ; he therefore ſent the Swan and Guern · 
ſey Men of War, with the Quaker Ketch, to de- 
ſtroy what French Ships they could find on the 
Coaſt. Mr. Obryan was Chief in this Expedition, 
and behaved admirably well: He deſtroyed the 
French Settlements in Hiſpaniola, and took a great 
many Ships, which he carried in as Prizes to Ja- 
maica. . 
But, at a time when the Hland was full of gay 
Hopes, wallowing in - Riches, and abandoned to 
Wickedneſs, the moſt dreadful Calamity befel it, 
that ever happened to a People, and which man 
look upon as a tremendous judgment of the Al. 
mighty. | X 
On the 7th of June 1592, one of the moſt vio- 
lent Earthquakes happened, that perhaps was ever 
felt. It n between Eleven and Twelve o'Clok 
at Noon, ſhook down and drowned. Nine Tenths 
of Port-Royal in Two Minutes time; all the 
Warfs at Port- Royal ſunk at once. There were ſoon 
ſeveral Fathom Water where the Streets ſtood ; 
and that one which ſuffered the leaſt Damage, way 
0 
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ſo overflowed, that the Water ſwelled. as high a; 
the Rooms of the Houſes. The Earth. 
when it opened, ſwallowed up People, and 
they roſe in other Streets, ſome in the Middle of 
the Harbour, and yet were ſaved; tho' at the fame 
time, about 2000 Whites and Blacks periſhed in 
this Town. In the North - ide, about 1000 Acres 
of Land ſunk, and thirteen People with it. All 
the Houſes was thrown down over the Iſtand, and 
the ſurviving Inhabitants were forced to dwell in 
Huts. The two great Mountains, at the Entrance 
into Sixteen Milli Hale, fell and met, and ſo 
ſtopped up the River, that it was dry from that 
Place to the Ferry for a whole Day ; by which 

means vaſt Quantities of Fiſh were taken up, to 
the great Relief of the Diſtreſſed. 
At Tellus a great Mountain ſplit, and fell into 
the level Land, covered ſeveral Settlements, and 
deſtroyed nineteen white People. A Gentleman 
had his Plantation removed half a Mile from the 
Place where it formerly ſtood. The Water of 
all the Wells flew out at the Top. | 
In Port-Royal; the Watermen and Sailors made 
no Scruple to plunder; but Heaven puniſhed the 
wicked Attempt 3 for a ſecond Shock 
moſt of theſe Wretches, whoſe Conſciences ſo 
great a preceding Judgment could not alarm. 

When the firſt great Shake was over, the 
frightened Inhabitants crouded to the Church, 
glad to put up a Prayer in this Extremity, tho 

haps they never had attempted it in their 
ives before ; and amongſt them, a Multitude of 
* ar pn kneeled, and called upon the 

: „ 

Almoſt all the Ships and Sloops were overſet 
and loſt in the Harbour; nor had even the Men 
of War a better Fate. The violent Motion of 
the Sea drove the Sevan Frigate over the — 
of many Houſes, and beat in her Round - Houſe; 
ſhe did not overſet, which happy Accident help? 
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ed to fave the Lives of. ſome 
People. 

A great 


and 


1 4 forced its 
Paſſage another way, their Fears an Apprehon- 


. | 2. 8 
that in the Place where rich Merchants lived, 
— fine Warehouſes ſtood, now is twenty Fathom 
ater.- | GFT ea 
Several Gentlemen of undoubted Honour, who 
were in Liganica, That the Sea rett- 
red ſo from the. . that the Bottom appea- 
red dry for two or three hundred Vards; and in 
— or two's * by Ox and over- 
owed a great Part of. the adjacent Shore. 
The Number of People who periſhed on this 
fatal Day was u of three — 2 
neral Sickneſs happened after, which cut off n 
great many more; and the Iſland became ſo un- 
healthful, that to this Day it is never looked up- 
| an 
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on to be ſo wholſome as before. Every 5th of 
= is appointed to be obſerved as a Day of 
ſolemn Faſting and Humiliation, on account of 
this terrible Diſaſter; | 
This gave Riſe to the flouriſhing Town of 
Kingflon, which began at this time to be firſt in- 
habited; for Port-Royal being in a manner deſo- 
late, the principal Merchants removed: further 
up, and began to build; which, by degrees, ſoon 
ave the new Settlement the Face of a Town ; it 
been improved fince, to ſuch a Pitch, that 
It can almoſt vie with the antient Port-Royal. 
But for a further Account of this Earthquake, 
and the dreadful Devaſtation it made, I refer you } 
to the Philoſophical TranſaFions. + * 
Altho' Jamaica ſuffered moſt, yet this terrible 
Shock was not confined to this Ifland alone ; it 
was almoſt univerſal, and felt near at the ſeme 


| time in the moſt Parts of the habitable World. 


The Enemies of Great Britain were not idle 
Spectators of ſuch a dreadful Event; the French 

ropoſed to make an eaſy Conqueſt of a ruined 

fand, where Poverty, Sickneis, and every Hard- 
ſhip prevailed: So much was Jamaica changed: 
They invaded the Place with ſure Hope of Suc- 
ceſs ; but tho' the Inhabitants had ſo many Diffi- 
culties to firuggle with, yet they ſtill retained 
their priſtine Spirit, and native Courage; the In- 
'vaders were repulſed, add only Eighteen of them 
left to carry the News of their Defeat. 


Soon after, the Lord Inchiguin died, and King 


William conferred the Government on Sir il. 
liam Beefton. This Gentleman arrived in Ja- 
maica in March 1693, and ſet himſelf on reform- 
ing a great many Abuſes, which the late Diſtrac- 
tions had occaſioned? Agents were appointed for 
ſoliciting the Colony's Affairs in Eng/and, to 
whom was allowed 450 J. per Annum. 

This Year the Mordaunt Man of War was caſt 
away on the Rocks near Caba; and ſoon - 
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the Frigate was taken by two French Men of 
War, and carried into Petit Guaves, where the 
Enemy were making Preparations to invade the 
Illand. The Governor had the firſt certain Ad- 
vice of this from Captain Elliot, who eſcaped 
with two Perſons beſides, in a Canoe, which 
could carry no more. 5 

On this Notice, all proper Precautions were 
taken, and every thing done that was neceſſary 
to put the Iſland into a good Poſture of De- 
ſence. The principal Part of the Forces were 
poſted about Port-Royal, and all Parts were 
guarded in ſuch a manner, as their Circumſtances 
could beſt allow. 

On the 17th of June 1694, the French Fleet, 
conſuting of about twenty Sail in all, commanded 
by M. Du Caſſe, the French Governor in Hiſpa- 
ziola, came to Cow-Bay ſeven Leagues Eaſt of 
Port- Royal, where they landed their Men and 
plundered ſeveral Plantations ; they committed a 
great many Barbarities, and afterwards returned 
to their Ships; they arrived in Carliſſe-Bay, and 
landed 1500 Men, who attacked a Breaſt- work 
that was defended by two hundred Ergl;h. At- 
ter a very ſmart Engigement, the Enemy had the 
Advantage, and beat the Egli, who fled in 
ſome Diſorder. In the mean time, five Compa- 
nies of Foot and ſome Horſe, advanced againſt, 
the French; they were ſo-ſpirited againſt them, 
that tho* they had marched all Night, they not 
buy put a Stop to their Purſuit of the Exglih, 
WHO had quitted the Breaſt-work, but attacked 
then in fo gallant a manner, that they made them 
retrent very precipitately. Several ſmall Skir- 
miſhes happened = by which means the French. 
[bla great many Men, and ſome of their beſt Of- 
tcers : This diſcouraged them from proceeding 
in the Enterprize; and having filently, under 
dne Cover of Night, reimbarked their Men, they 


— 
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ſet the Priſoners aſhore, and ſailed homeward; 
They loſt upwards 700 Men in-this Expedition. 
On 4 the Side of the Exgiiſb, there were only killed 
about 100, and moſt of theſe were "Fes and 
Negroes. Captain Elliot, who firſt gave Notice 
of this "Invaſion, had a Medal and Chain gi. 
ven him of 1004. Value, and 500 J. in'Money.; 
and the other Two, who came in the ſame 
noe, had 50 J. a Piece. 

The next Vear King William diſpatched a 
Squadron under the Command of Captain Pe 
mot, with 1200 Land-Forces aboard, under 
Col. Luke * with Orders to make an At. 
tempt upon the French in Hiſpaniela. The Go« 
vernor of Jamaica gave them all. e Aſſiſ- 
tance ; nor were the Spaniards _ in giy- 
ing Aid on this - Occafion. The — and 
Engliſh Forces joined, and ruined all x5 French 
Settlements-: A vaſt Plunder was carried off ; but 
the treacherous Commodore, who had other. iews 
than ſerving his King and Country with that Fi- 
delity which his Truft required, left the Soldi 
deſtitute of all manner of Proviſions, and expoſe 
to the moſt intollerable Hardſhips:; however, the 
Courage of the Officers ſomething repaired this 
Diſadvantage : They marched boldly on, and at- 
tacked "Port de Paix. At the fame time the 
Commodore, with about 400 Seamen, formed 2 
ſham Siege on the other Vide : The Place was 
carried by the Land forces; for the French finding 
— hard preſſed, broke through the Com- 
modore's Party, killed a great many, and eſcap- 
ed. The Fort was demohſhed, and the Remains 
of the Engliſb Forces were carried to · Jamaica. 
where moſt of them died. Nor did the avariti- 
dus Commodore live to enjoy his ill-got Booty; 
he died in his Return to £xgland.——Vy 
never Villains have a better Fate! 


By 
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By this means the French were diſpirited, that 
they never after made any Attempt on Ja- 
maica. M. Peinti, with a French Squadron, in 
the Vear 1696, made a Feint of attacking this 
Iſland; but was glad to get off, when he ſaw the 


Inhabitants ſo well to receive him: Ad- 
miral Neil purſued him, and took one of the 


richeſt Ships belonging to His Squadron, which 
was worth about 200,000 7. Ster]. The brave 
Admiral died in Azguft after; and at the fame 
time, no leſs than ſeven Captains of Men of War, 
together With a vaſt Number of private Men; their 
Death being occaſioned by the Heat and the un- 
healthful Climate. Kg 
Tis natural to the French to talk big, and do 
little : The very next Year they e out, that 
they would invade Jamaica: Sir William Beefton, 
on this Advice, diſpatched Captain Mofes in a 
Sloop, who landed, and brought off a Priſoner, 
one Grunmibles, This Fellow was a Native of 
Jamaica, and had inſtigated the French to plun- 
der and deſtroy his native Country. The Intel- 
ligence he gave, diſcovered the Enemies Mea- 
ſures, and made them drop their Defign. After 
which he was deſervedly hanged, altho* the Frexch 
threatened to do the fame to Captain Price, 
Commander of a London Ship, whom they kept 
Priſoner at Petit Guaves. | 
In the Year 1698, the Scors were carrying on 
their Settlement at Darien, and had fortified 


* 


Coldes Iſland, at the Bottom of the Gulf, where 


the Iſthmus between that and the South-Sea is 
ſo narrow, that a few Men might defend it againſt 
Multitudes, and deny all Paſſage that way to the 
Indies. I ſhall not pretend to juſtify the feveral 
Steps taken by King William to defeat that De- 
lign: *Tis certain, never was a Colony harder 
uied, or begun with a fairer View: If the Go 
vernment had political Views in falfifping its En- 
£22ements, I ſhalk not determine; — Scotland 
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received ſuch a Wound, that I'm, afraid it will 
never recover. Orders were ſent to the ſeveral 
Governors of the We/t- Indies, ſtrictly prohibiting 
to give the Scots any Supply. Th fre 5 
Jamaica was obliged to comply with this ſevere 
Injunction: The poor Scots were treated like 
common Pyrates, were denied the Neceſſaries of 
Life, Wood and Water, and every thing elſe, 
which the Law of Nations obliges one Part of 
Mankind to ſupply another with, They ſet out, 
perſuaded of neceſſary Aſſiſtance; for this, they 
had the Faith of the King; but how little is 
even that to be depended upon, when Intereſt 
turns the Ballance ! two Ships, which contained 
a Number of half-ſtarved dying Creatures, that 
were refuſed Acceſs to any Port, and reduced to 
the greateſt Exigencies and Neceſſity, by Famine 
and Sickneſs, run aſhore. upon thg Coaſt of Ja- 
maica, where the greateſt Part died, yet ſeveral 
lived to make fine Eftates in this Place. Colonel 
Guthrie died but a few Vears ago; he acquired a 
great Fortune, and arrived at the firſt Honours 
in the Iſland. Colonel Blair came over much 
about this time; he was by Profeſſion a Surgeon, 
and ſoon recommended himſelf to the Eſteem of 
all, and made one of the handſomeſt Fortunes in 
the Iſland, with an intire fair Character: He 
died in the Year 1728. Cuftas of Spaniſ- 
Town, and the. firſt Colonel of all the Militia. 
His Good-nature and fine Senſe gained him ſuch 
univerſal Eſteem that few ever lived. more re- 
ſpeed, or died more, regretted. He has leſt a 
Son now in Ezgland for Education, and three 
Daughters, whoſe fine Behayiour, polite Educa- 
tion, and good Senſe make them very juſtly admi- 
red by all that know or ſee them. Colonel Dow- 
dall is yet alive, who came over in one of theſe 
Ships, This Gentleman was an Officer at the 


Battle of the Beyne, and behayed with uncommon 
* ; Courage 
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Courage in the Royal Canſe. He attended his 
Majeſty on his triumphant Entry into Dublin 
afterwards, he came to Scotland with the brave 
General Mackay, and was engaged at Gillicranky. 
He remained there till the -Darien Company ofs 
fered him extraordinary Encouragement to com- 
mand their Forces: On this he dropped his Com- 
miſſion, embarked with the reſt, and was at laſt 
involved in the ſame general Misfortune. On his 
Arrival here, he applied himſelf to the Buſineſs 
of an Overſeer, but his good Parts could not lie 
long concealed; he ſoon raiſed himſelf, was diſ- 
tinguiſned by the ſucceſſive - Governors, and now 
enjoys a fine Eſtate, and the firſt Honours of the 
Iſkmd. Another Gentleman, who: likewiſe de» 
ſerves particular Notice, came to Jamaica at this 
time"; I mean Colonel Campbell, one who ſtil 
Ives, and in all the Parts of Life, has behaved 
ſo agreeably, that few Inſtances can be ſhewn in 
this Part of the World, of ſuch an untainted Cha- 
racter. He is at preſent f Cuſtos of the Pariſh 
ri Ks 
In the Year Y699, the brave Admiral Bemboww 
arrived'#t* Jamaica with a Squadron of Men of 
War; but a mortal Diſtemper carried off a great 
—_— the Officers, and an incredible number 
of the Seamen; by which means this active 
Commander - was: obliged to lie ſtill, and wait 
— Recruits, before he could undertake any Ex- 
; ition. 1 %% c Ws Fr 12 0 6 8 
This Year there were ſeveral Loſſes at Sea; 
nd the Governor Sir W/i/liam Beeſton died: 
Major-General Selaoyn was appointed in his 
Room in April 1701. The * — of Men of 
War was now recruited and Bemboww diſe narged 


+ This Gentlemen died fiace this Letter wee wr'tter 
. Jan. 26, 1735-49. greatly recretted by the whole 


9 15 
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his Truſt in ſuch a manner as became ſo vigilant ' 
and brave a Commander. He continually cruiz- 
ed on the Coaſts, and ſecured the Britiſh Trade 
to this Place, in ſuch a Way as was never done 
before, nor has been ſince. | 
. Lewis XIV. having ſeized the Spaniſb Domw 
nions, in Right of his Grandſon, their Territo- 
ries in America fell of Courſe into his Hands. 
This occaſioned that long and bloody War, in 
which all Europe was concerned, and which end- 
ed by the Peace of Utrecht. King William died 
the following Year, and the new) Governor 
whom he had appointed in Jamaica, did not 
long ſurvive his Arrival. The Council elected 
in his Room, Peter Beckford, Eſq; This Gen- 
tleman governed at the Time of King #/liam's 
Death, and joyfully proclaimed Queen Anne. 
He diſtinguiſhed himſelf firſt againſt the French, 
and his opulent Fortune gained him a Superi- 
ority over moſt of the Planters. He died in 3 
very unhappy manner, and left behind. him ue 
Sons, one whereof lived to be the richeſt Subject 
in Evrepe. He has twenty two Plantations in 
* Ifland, and upwards of 1200 Slaxes. His 
oney in the Banks, and on Mortgages, is reck- 
oned at a Million and a half. ee 
With 


lately killed by a Gentleman whom he had provak 
On Queen Axne's Acceſſion, the War wit 
France broke out anew. Admiral Bembouww, 68 
this, immediately ſet Sail, and inſulted the French, 
and their new Confederates ; the pa,, in 
their own Ports in America. He togk many 
Prizes, and was till ſucceſsful till the laſt, when 
he aged With M. & Caſſi x wham indeed he 
a through the Cowardice of his Cap- 
tains, was obliged to deſiſt from the Fight before 
be had effected the tatal Deſtruction of the 


French Squadron. He had the Misfortune in 
this Engagement to have — * = 

| ied ſoon after. 
Ghain-ſhot of which Woyn e 1 
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Two of his Captains, Kirby and Wade, were 
tried for their Cowardice, and condemned to be 
ſhot to Death. another; died before his 
Trial: and a fou Cap tain Conflable was ca- 
ſhier'd from her Majeſty" s Service, and condem- 
— to Impriſonment durin 'S her — Plea- 
ure. 

This Year the 
the Right Honoura 


— to appoint 
e the Ear 


Powers than ever one in that Station enjoyed. 
Why he did not go, is a Queſtion cannot be 
anſwered. However, a Squadron, went to Ja- 
—_— which did a great eal of Service to this 
Ilan 

The ee — hr is a proper Oppc 4 
tunity to renew the Privateering-trade. 
fitted out a great many Ships Sloops, Nis 
or Ten of which attacked a Place, called Taloto, 
on the Continent, about ten Leagues from Cor- 


thagena, which they took, plundered and burned. - 


From thence they Ailed to Caledonia, went up 
the River Darien, and perſuaded the Indians to 
be their Guides, who in twelve Days, carried 


them to the golden Mines at Sonfa Cruz De- ä 


cana, near Sancta Maria. 

The gth Day of their March, the fell i in with 
an Out-guard of ten Men; which the Spantardt 
had poſted at fome Diſtance; from the, Place; of 
whom they took Nine ; but the other eſcaping, 
gave Notice at the Minutes of their Approach 3 
upon which the richeſt of the Inhabitants retired 
with their Money and Jewels : However the F 
4 to the Number of 50 Men attacked the 
Fort, drove out the Spaniards, and poſſeſſed them- 
ſelves of the Mines, where there remained about 
Seventy Negroes, whom they ſet to work,. and 
continued there twenty one Days, in which time 
Der got about Eighty Pounds Weight of Gold. 

uſt 3- they alſo: ſeveral. Parcels of Plate, 
P 3 which 


197 
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to be Governor of . and gave him larger 
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of Fannary 1703-45 between eleven and twe 


— 


which the Spaniards: had buried when they left 
that Place. be Engliſh at their — 

burned all the Town, except the Church, and 
returned to their Sloops, carrying off the Ne. 
groes, and other very valuable Effects beſides their 
Gold Duſt. Some went further up the River, 
and two of the Privateers landed near Trinidad 
in Cuba; took the Town, burned Part of it, 
and brought off a conſiderable Booty y. 


Jam S1 R, Shader ec. 


CET TER H. 
STR. n 
1 Shall now continue , Relation. The fol- 
1 lowing Vear Colonel Thomas Handafide was 
appointed Lieutenant-Governor of Jamaica; he 
was looked upon as a brave Officer, and indeed 
his reſolute and ſteady Behaviour, during his Go- 
vernment, ſhewed no leſs + © 1 
Soon: after his Arrival, Port-Royal, which was 
ltely rebuilt, and had begun to ſhine with its 
antient Glory, met wich as fatal a Stroke as bo- 
Fore, by the dreadſul Earthquake: For the 


n ISS 


* 
* 


in the Morning, a Fire happened thro” Careleſf- 
neſs in this Town, which before Night conſu - 
med it, without leaving one Houſe ſtanding. 


The Place being ſituated on a fmall Neck of 


Land ſurtounded in a great Meaſure by the 
Zea, and the Streets and Lanes being narrow, 


- the People could not fave ſa much of their Goods, 
as they might have done in a more open Place; 
however; the two Royal Forts and Magazines 
did not receive any Damage, nor any of "the 
Ships at Anchor, except one Brigantine” and 
Sloop which were burnt.. Moſt of the * 1 
| | | "MM 
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faved their Money, and Books of Accounts, and 
ſome of them conſiderable Quantities of Mer - 
chandize, by the Aſſiſtance of Boats from the Mok 
of Way. N veal” at; 1H 64 21 | 
Tube Governor on mis Lad Occafion, ſummoned 
the Aſſembly to meet at King fon, ded 
to them the Caſe of the 
and acquainted them, that by Advice of the 
Council he had made ſome: Diſburſements for 
that End; ſeveral” Barrels of Beef, Flour, and 
freſh Proviſions having been ſent to them. Up- 
on this Information the Aſſembly unanimouſly re- 
ſolved; that they would reimburſe ' the Treaſury, 
what had been, or ſhould be expended-*for the 
Relief and Support of the diftrefled People, and 
prayed the Governor and : Council to continue 
their Care of them: They alſo. with the Con- 
eurrence of the Lieutenant-Governor, took ſuch 
further Reſolutions as. were neceſſary for the Safe- 
ty and Welfare of this Iſland in this. Exi my. 
They voted that Port- Royal ſhould not 
built, but that the People ſhould 2 
Kingfton, where already the Streets were laid out, 
and where there were a pw many Inhabitants. 
 Port-Royal continued, a time after this, a 
mere Heap of Rubbiſh ; — it was. afterwards 
rebuilt, and is now a [mall handſome Fown. 

Vice- Admiral Groydon was appointed to ſucs 
ceed Bembow 3 but before his Arrival, Captain 
Whetſtone made a ſucceſsful” Expedition, took and 
deſtroyed a great many French and Spaniſb Ships 
in their very Harbours, and brought away 110 
Priſoners, with a conſiderable Booty.. ' 3b 

At this time there happened an univerſal Sick- 
nes over the Ifland, - which carried of avaſt 
Number of People, but eſpecially. of che late-ar- 

"rived. Sailors and Soldiers; for een en 
come ws 3 N 


902 
2 


poor Inhabitants, 
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The repeated Succeſs of the Men of Warand 
{Privatgers, during this War, was incredible; not 
A Day paſſed, but Prizes were brought in ; which 
Mews as how advantageouſly this Iſland is ſituated, 
For anoying both French and Spaniards, in caſe 
a War. A wiſe Government will improve 
uch an Advantage, and were it but done in ay 
the; leaſt vigorous manner, Jamaica would be à 
Means of keeping the Spaniards quiet in the 
Hieft-Ingies 3; but at preſent the Hands of every 
one are tied up, and they can only complain, 
when they ſee themſelves inſulted by the raſcally 
cruel Spaniards, who well know the Situation 
of the Colony, and that they dare not make Re- 
priſals. But to return i en 
Rear-Admiral #he:foxe, having left the Iſland, 
deputed Captain Ker to command the Squadron 
in his room; but he abuſed his Truſt ſo groſſy, 
that the Council and Aſſembly were obliged to 
make Repreſentations againſt him to 'the-Court of 
Great-Biitain.. Orders were given to inquire into 
the Facts alledged againſt him? which being found 
ue, Juſtice Was E in Co ] 1hon was 
taken from him, without leaving him any Hopes 
of his ever being employed in tlie Service 


Again. Ya : 
During the time of the War, the People of 
#his Iſland were intent on nothing ſo much as en- 
Copraged.the Priyateers; and tho” ſometimes they 
fuffered conſiderable Loſſes, yet the many rich 
Prizes, which were daily brought in, made a fuf- 
. which mand, 
it had been fince Morgaz's Days; by which means, 
Was too much intratuced, the Effects of 

which are felt to this Play 101m 
The Aſſembly began ſikewiſe to be refractory, 
Arwed too little Reſpect to the Governor, and 
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ed extraordin Powers. T refuſed the | 
ones Supplies for maintainin hey Forts, and | 


defraying the public Tſahd. The 
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At this time, the famous Edæuard Teach, com- 
monly known by the Name of Blackbeard, in- 
feſted the Americas Seas. He was one of a moſt 
bloody Diſpoſition, and cruel to Brutality. His 
Haben became a Terror ; Aud Tome Governor 

ng remiſs in er him, he zlmoſt put a 

Sip * the Trade of eral of the Northern 
; nies. He was born in Jamaica," of 
Siedle Parents; his Mother is alive in SpanjÞ. 
Town to this Day, and his Brother is at preſent 
| Captain of the Train of Artillery. He was at 

ey by a Lieutenant of a Man of War, and 
Fr led,” after a very obſtinate and bloody 
| _ He” took a Glaſs, and drank Damm 
7 to them that gave or aſked Quarter. His 
Ea * carried 0 Vi Virginia, a and there bxed on 


78 S* "Nicholas Lawwt ſucceed ed his Grace the 

uke 91. Portland: He came to r with his 

uttheſs and Family, in the Y „ and was 

"received With all wl grable Pomp ia _ 
2 e voted kim a” 8 2 

Sbrefpor before enjoy 

10 agg p. lived" in ' a moſf hoes wh Sao, 

] neve T did 43 Governor recommend "himſelf 

ore, Or kept ſuch a Handſome Court. He was 

remat ably civil,” bf ey Acceſs,” and affable to 


ITE » Lhe Inch 7 no E ce to oblige 
1 


; aud i fan can he ut all found with 

6 Governghienit, it is only this, that the Planters, 
who could not well kford fuch extraordinary Ex 
20 mt. too profuſely, endeavouring to imi- 

2 

" Soon after His Abril, the King of the Myj- 
quetoes, a attended by z a good many of his Subjects 
CAME « oyer ind waited on - his Grace, Theſe are 
a Nation 6f India: 7ans, ſituated betwixt -Traxilh 
and "Honduras ;* they ſubmitted themſelves: to 
England, in the Time that the Duke of Albr- 


mare was Governor of Jamaica: They were 
never 
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never. conquered, but ſtill maintained their Li- 
berties, in {pight of all the — which the 
$paniards made upon them, Which only ſerved 
to exaſperate them the more againſt chat pi 
Nation to whom they are implacable Enemies, 
and are always doing Miſchief. They have lit- 
tle to fear themſelves, ſeeing their Country is 
ſurrounded by inacceſſible Mountains and Moraſs 
ſes. By their Commerce with the 'Eng/;/h, they 
have learned a little of the Language: The Spa» 
niards they call Little-Breęebes, and whenever 
they fall in their n which they 
call hiding them. ey are a mild inoffenſive 
ſort of People, never forfeit their Word, have 
only one Wife, and have the higheſt Veneration 
for the Ceremony of Marriage. They adore 
the Sun. When any. of them die, they put 
them in a Mat, and place them ftrait_ with their 
Face to the Eaſt. The King has his Commiſſion 
from the Governor of Jamaica; and therefore, 
on every new Governor's, Arrival, they come 
over to know his Pleaſure. During their” Stay, 
they are maintained at the publick Expence, and 
cloathed in a very rich Dreis. When they de- 
part, they have a few trifling Preſents made 
—_— with which they are extremely well fatis- 
ed. 1 | 
Great Advantage might be made of the friend- 
ly Diſpoſition of this People, in caſe of a War 
with Spain; and it is not to be doubted but 
in caſe of a Rupture, the Government will im- 
prove ſo fair an Opportunity of advancing the 
Intereſts of the Brit; Nation, and its Colonies. 
But to proceed with my Hiſtory : The Duke 
of Portland received his Indian Majeſty with a 
great deal of Courteſy ; and having invited him 
to dine with him, they relate that the poor King 
knew not which Way to go up Stairs, but jumped 
up Step by Step. He likewite uſed ſuch indecent 
Expreſſions that the Dutcheſs was obliged to 
' | remove 


remove from, Table. However he was diſmif 


| He got before 


7 
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5 and went home to his Subject 
f his good Entertainment. 
The Duke lived not Jong in this Government; 
at dying in Iſland, Corpſe was — 

to ad. To him ſucceeded Major 
al Hunter: On his Arrival, an Embargo 
laid on all the Shippi 


- - - 8 
- 6 


Wen 
an el 


o 


n March in the Year 1734. Woes; 
_. The Honourable John Aſcough, Eſq; com 
manded, till his eh Fee ſho 


- . fituated, that a few Men might defend it againk 
| obliged 
to carry along with him ſeveral ſmall Field-pic- 


ces, and likewiſe to make his Approach with the 
greateſt Caution, and without the leaſt Noiſe. 

Night to the Foot of the Hil, 
and while it was yet dark, ſcaled the narrow 


Paſſage with a few of the moſt reſolute of his 
Company; and having, with the utmoſt Difficul- 
ty, got the Field-picces mounted on the Eminence, 

began to play upon the Negroe Town. The 


Pieces 
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Pieces were loaded with Mu ſke t Bullets, which 


killed and wounded a vaſt Number of the Re- 


bels, who offered to make a Defence. They 
did not long ſuſtain the Attack; but in leſs than 
half an Hour fled with the utmoſt Precipitation, 
The brave Captain purſued the Rebels, and 
gained a complete Victory. Several Hundreds of 
Negroes were killed, many taken Priſoners. 
Their Town was demoliſhed, their Proviſions de- 
ſtroyed, and more real Hurt done them on that 
Day, than in twenty Years before, and with 
little or no Loſs of the Party who attacked them. 

In other Quarters of the Iſland, they were 
likewiſe hard purſued, but not with the like Suc- 
ceſs. At Bagnels, the Negroes had the Courage 
to attack a large Party, under the Command of 
Colonel Edward Charleton, and Captain Foy ; 
theſe Gentlemen did not take Care to keep the 
Party which they commanded in good Order, 
but allowed them to — The Rebels had 
very good —— of their Circumſtances, 
and watched their —_— accordingly. They 
placed an Ambuſcade, and when the Officers 
were at Dinner, and few of the Party near, 
ruſhed out, and attacked the Hut where they 
were. Several Pieces were diſcharged, which 
killed a few; but the Firing had this good Ef- 
fect thet it alarmed thoſe of the Party which were 
neareſt, who immediately ſtood to their Arms, and 
came up juſt in time to ſave the Lives of their 
Officers. The Negroes fled, but the Purſuit af- 
ter them was ſo faint, they ſoon loſt Sight of 
them; and it was not known which Way they 
took : And as Spaniſb-Toxun, was only about 
thirty Miles Diſtance, the Alarm reached there, 
that the Rebels were making that Way. The 
Preſident received the Account about one o 
Clock in the Morning, and immediately ordered 
the Trumpets to ſound, and the Drums to beat: 


Before Six, a Preſh mY of Foot, and a Treop 
af 


* 


F 
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of Herſe, were ordered out to ſupport the other, 
in caſe they ſhould have Occaſion ; and care way 
taken they ſhould be commanded. by Officers of 
more experienced Brayery, -| .., , --, | 
In two Days they came up to aPlace, where, 
by the Fires which remained unextinguiſhed, 
they knew the Negroes had lodged the Night 
before; and having followed the Track, got 
Sight of them ſoon after. Captain Edmunds 
diſpoſed his Men for an Engagement, but the Re- 
bels had not Courage to venture a Battle. They 
diſperſed, and fled ſeveral Ways; However, a 
ood many were killed, and more taken. | 
After this, little was done againſt them ; nor 
indeed was it — for they divided into ſmall 
Companies ; nor have they ever ſince gathered 
to any conſiderable Body. of} 1 
In the April after this, a very accidental Murder 
was committed, which produced one oſ the moſt 
extraordinary Trials that ever was in Jamaica: 
Atrifling aroſe between two Gentlemen: 
The one, whoſe Name was Mr. Stevens, a con- 
ſiderable Merchant in King ffom, had affronted 
Mr. Vale, a Barriſter at Law. Some Gentlemen 
were too ready to incenſe them; and Mr. Vale, 
having met with the other one Morni in the 
Coffee-houſe, beat him with a ſmall Stick; they 
afterwards grappled, and in the Fall, Mr. Ste- 
&ens's Head daſhed upon a Stone, which occa- 
fioned a Fracture, and he died ſoon after. Mr. 
Vale was brought to his Trial, which laſted near 
twelve Hours, He ſpoke with great , Viva- 
city himſelf, but the Jury after they had been in- 
cloſed near two Days, brought him in guilty of 
Murder, and he was condemned to be hang'd. 
But he prevented the ignominious Fate wh 
threatened him, by a more ignominious Action, 
cutting his own Throat the Night before the 


Day appointed for Eis Execution. 
* Soon 


* Mt ++ —_—— — 
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Soon after the Prefident died, and the Honoura- 
ble John Gregory, Eſq; ſucceeded him in the 
Government. e was formerly Chief Juſtice, 
and maintained a fair Character in all the Offi- 
ces which he has had the Honour to enjoy. 

In December following arrived his Excellency 
Henry Cunningham of Balquhan, Eſq; a Gentle- 
man who did Honour to his Country, whoſe fine 
Senſe and good Parts reflected a Glory on the 
Britiſh Nation; tho' Governor, yet he never 
loſt the Aﬀability of a private Gentleman. Ne- 
yer was one more beloved or carreſſed, or with 
greater Juſtneſs, He knew the Bleſſings of Liber- 
ty; and, had he lived, would have redreſſed ma 
ny grievances under which the poor lahoured, 
It was his Fault to begin too ſoon to curb the Infos 


lence of the Planters, and a Difference with one f 


the moſt conſiderable of them perhaps haſtened 
his Death, He did not live upwards of Six 
Weeks after his Arrival: He died at Four o 
Clock in the Afternoon, and by expreſs Orders 
of the Council, was buried the {ſame Night: Yet 
that Privacy which they deſigned, did not hinder 
Hundreds from attending him to the Grave: I 
loved him while living, and lamented over him 
when dead, and paid that Tribute to ſo wor- 
thy a Character which a virtuous Muſe is al- 

= ready to = | 
he ſame Year died Dr. Fames Hay, Chief 
uſtice of the Ifland, a Gentleman, whoſe many 
irtues made him juſtly eſteemed. He had a 
pros Softneſs in his Nature, which made him 
loved by all ; and at the ſame time a rigid 
Strictneſs to Offenders, which made Villains fear 
him. This excellent Perſon gave a diftinguiſh- 
ing Inftance of the Power of Virtue on a hu- 
man Heart: For, altho' he refided upwards of 
twenty Years in ſo wicked a Place, he was ne- 
ver known. to give into any of its Debaucheries : 
: Q 2 An 


— 
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An Oath he was never heard to ſwear, nor. 
eyer neglected his Family Devotions. | 


1 am, SIR, Yours, ge. 


—— 


— 
— 


LETTRR X. 
SIX. 


Shall now acquaint you with a material. 
1 Change in the Affairs of this Iſland, occa- 
honed by two great Events: the Submiſſion of 
the rebellious Negroes, and the War which ſince 
my loft Letters, has been declared between the 
Crowns of Great. Britain and Spain ; an Event 
ſo deſirable and long wiſh'd for by all true Bri- 
tons; and particularly by the. People of this Iſland, 
who wanted nothing more than to be left at Li- 
berty to revenge Cruelties, and the Depre- 
dations they have ſo long ſuffered from the in- 
ſulting Spaniards, thro' the great Lenity and For- 
bearance of the Gentlemen at the Helm of Affairs 
in Britain, who at length appear rouſed out of 
the Lethargy their Enemies attributed to them, 
to avenge the Inſults offered, not only to the 
Subjects, but to the Crown of Great Britain, 
by an Enemy not conſiderable enough to up; 
pear.in Sight of the F "ag they have long defy'd. 

But I. will refume my former Method, and ſhall 
next take Notice, that theſe two great Events 
ſeem. reſerved to the happy Governorſhip of the 
E Gentleman who ſucceeded the excel 
ent Governor Cunningham. 

And this is the Honourable Edavard Trelaau- 
ny, Eſq; who now fills that important Place to 
the. univerſal Satisfactien. of the whole- Iſland. 
Before his Arrival the Adminiſtration again de- 
volved upon the Honourable Fohn Gregory, Eilqg 
who always ated with that Firmneſs and Pru- 


dence. which became one in ſuch an eminent Sta- 
£100 3. 
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tion; his Character is to be ſtrictly honeſt, and 
ſeverely juſt; no Motives could ever perſuade 
him to forgive the Crimes of Convicts, nor could 
the Solicitations or Prayers of the moſt confide- 
rable, induce him to deviate from the known 
Laws and Rules of Jnſtice, | 

On Mr. Trelawny's Arrival, he was very hand- 
fomely received by the principal Gentlemen, and 
had freely allowed him the ſame Salary which any 
of their formerGovernors enjoyed, except theDuke 
of Portland. The firft Acts of his Adminiſtra- 
tion were to put the Iſland in a better Poſture 
of Defence, than it had been for ſome Years 
before. He ordered the ſeveral Forts to be view- 
ed, and took effectual Care, that ſuch Repairs as 
were neceſſary, ſhould” be inſtantly ſet about. 
He foreſaw that Matters were like to come 
to an open Rupture with Spain, aad there 
fore reſolved to be ftritly on his Guard; for as 
he was intirely acquainted with the Importance 
of the Ifland to Great Britain, and of what 
Advantage a good Security within itſelf would 
be, ſo he effeQually provided againſt any 
Apprehenfions of a Spanj/bþ Invaſion, by tak 
ing Care of the 'Forts, and appointing Officers 
of Experience and Reſolution to command the 
Militia, who ſoon trained them, and brought 
them to know the Military Art to mach greater 
Perfection than they did before: Nor did he 
fail by all poſſible Methods to procure them 
Quietneſs within themſelves. *Tis well known 
what vaſt Expence of Blood and Treaſure the 
Iſland had been at to ſuppreſs the rebellious Ne- 
pou The Ex2/i/4 Inhabitants, for near fifty 

ears paſt, conſtantly employed a. Force againit 
them, and were many times obliged to arm the 
whole Colony, but in vain notwithſtanding ; for 
tho' they diſtreſſed them a great deal, yet they 
Kill found means to keep together, and defend 
themſelves in their almoſt inacceſſible Faſtneſſes 


Ee” 
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againſt all the Attempts which were made to 
diſlodge them. After the Iſland had been in 
Arms for nine Months together. in the Year 1735 
and 1736,.during all which time the Exerciſe of 
the Civil Law was ſuſpended, and yet nothing ve. 
ry material effected againſt the Ne every 
one began to deſpair; Hope itſelf ſeem'd to 
have nothing to truſt to; the Planters were 
afraid that the Evil was not to be romedied, and 
the common People were quite diſpirited; no one 
offered to ſettle near t he Place of the Rebel Ren- 

dezvous, and many Settlements which had 
lately made, were either quite deſerted, or ſo 
little Care taken of them, that they turned to no 
Account: By this means, the beſt and moſt fer- 
tile Part of the Iſland was of no Service, but re- 
mained overgrown- with Woods and Shrubs of 
no manner of Uſe but to afford a. ſure Shelter to 
the Runaways. . 
In this Situation was Jamaica on Mr. Tre-- 
laauny's Arrival: He ſoon perceived the infinite 
Diſadvantage it. was to the Place, to have ſuch a 
Set of inveterate Enemies lodged in. its very Bo- 
ſom ; and at the ſame time ſaw that open Force 
could never reduce them to Subjection: He juſt- 
ly thought, that the inhuman Cruelties which 
were, often exerciſed on theſe unhappy Wyhetches, . 
when their unlucky Stars threw them into the 
Hands of white Men, were the principal Rea- 
ſons which made them refuſe to ſubmit 3 and 
therefore reſolved to. try gentle Means, which 
were ſoon attended with all the happy Conſe- 
uences that could be wiſhed. On a Promiſe of 
8 and Security; the Negroes laid down 
their Arms, and all to a Man cheartully ſubmit- 
ted: The Artieles on which they ſurrendered, 
contain little further than a Ratification of his 
Excellency's Promiſe for their future Freedom, 
and an Aſſurance. of his Majeſty's Protection on 
their obſerving certain Conditions. They are 
| Aon. 


allowed a Chief to govern them, but he is to do 
nothing without the Direction of the Governor of 
the Iſland, and ſeveral. White Men live among 
them to obſerve their. Actions. | | 
Thus in a very ſmall Space of Time, was this 
great Event brought about' beyond the Hopes of 
all, and on ſuch advantageous Terms, as exceed- 
ed the Wiſhes of every one. N 
Is it not natural here to obſerve, how Rrongly 
the Love of Liberty prevails in the Breaſts ol 
Men, notwithſtanding the moſt wretched" Circum- 
ſtances ? Theſe Runaways endured more for 
near the Space of a Century, than can be found 
on Record of any. State or People. They ftrug- 
led with a ſuperior Force, went naked, expo- 
25 to the Inclemencies of the Air, fed on Rbots 
and. Fruits, and chearfully ventured their Lives 
to ſecure themſelves free. Can the Hiſtory of 
old Rome produce greater Examples? They, tho' 
unfortunate, held it out to the laſt, and made 
Terms not inglorious to themſelves. The other, 
always ſucceſsfull, fell a Prey to one of its own 
Citizens. 5 dd” 
Soon after this, his Majeſty iſſued out Letters 
of Marque and Repriſal againſt the Crown and 
Subjects of Spain; which no ſooner reached Ja- 
maica, but the Governor made them publick, 
and gave Commiſſions 8 to his Inſtruc- 
tions... They have ſince fitted out many Priva- 
teers, which have done good Service, and brought 
into the [Iſland many rich Prizes. One of them 
landed a few Men on the. Iſland. of Caba, where 
they plundered a whole Town, and returned 
2 the Loſs of a Min. The Planters have 
exerted themſelves in a very remarkable manner, 
having largely encquraged the Sailors to purſue 
the common Rem . And theſe agajn have been 
as. forward to puſh on a juſt War. They ex- 
reſſed. the greateſt Chearfalneſs, and with many 
bud Hazza's went aboard to fight in their Coun- 
try's Cauſe, Edward 


Galleons happen to arrive from 
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Edward Vorn , Elq; bein Vice. 
Admiral of the ue, arrived 8 amiaica in Sep- 
tember laſt. As this Gentleman had always ap- 
peared to be entirely well affected to the true In- 
tereſt of Brisain, _ e. with thoſe who 
thought the Glory and Honour of his Nation 

be no Way rottieved but by a vigorous 
— he ſoon made it evident, that Britih Cou- 
rage, when free and unreſtrained, was able to 
humble that -haughty and inſulting Enemy, and 
make the Syaniards once more tremble Within 
their very ſtrongeſt Fortiſications. 

His attack on Porto Bello is a Piece of Hi. 
Rory which gains immortal Honour to the Bri- 
tſp N ame, and will convince Mankind what our 
brave Countrymen can do, when repeated Inju- 
ries rouſe them to a juſt Revenge. IP 
But that you may the better judge of the Bold- 
neſs of this - Attempt, and of the Conduct and 
Skill of the Officers, as well as of the private 
Men, it will not perhaps be diſagreeable to give 
ſome Aecount of the Place. 

Porto Bells is a Town which conſiſts of about 
five hundred Houſes, two Churches, a Treaſury, 
a Cuſtom-houſe and Exchange 5 — 2 
depend intirely upon the Fair, w is 

in *that Place T0 two or three Years, and 
hich laſts about fix Weeks, rome ft y is 2 


where they always firſt diſpoſe of part of f Abel 
Goods, and then come to Porto Bello; where 
are met by the Merchants from the great 
Cities of Lima and Panama, with Millions of 
Money to purchaſe their Merchandiſe, During 
the Time of the Fair, they can ſcarce find Room 
enough for the Cheſts of Money which are 
brought to that Place; and ſome make 10,000 
Dollars for the Uſe of their Houſe, in the time 
of the dale. Lima and Panama can only be 


e 


=_— 


* 


ſupplied with Goods from Porto Bells; It lies 
on the North-fide of the famous J#hmus of 
America, known by the Name of the 1 
mus of Darien ; which running from Eaſt to Weſt 
between the North and South Seas, joins the 
two vaſt Continents of North and South Ane 
rica, It is about 18 Leagues from Panama, 
which lies on the South-ſide of the Iſland : It has 
a very fair, large and commodious Harbour, af- 
fords good Anchorage, and Shelter for Ships, hay- 
ing a narrow Mouth, and ſpreading wider with- 
in. At the Bottom of the Harbour hes tbe Town, 
bending about the Shore like a Half-moon : It i 
long and narrow, having two principal Streets, 
beſides Lanes that go a- croſs ; with a Parade 
about the Middle of it, ſurrounded with pretty 
fair Houſes. The Town lies open to the Coun- 


try, and at the Eaſt End of it, where the Road 


to Panama gyes out (becauſe of the Hills that 
lie to the Southward of the Town, and obſtruct 
the direct Paſſage) there lies a long Stable, run- 
ning North and South from the Town to which 
it joins ; this is the King's Stable for the Mules 
that are employed in the Road betwixt Porro 
Bells and Panama. It is deemed a very un 
healthy Place: The Eaſt Side is low and ſwam- 
Py, and the Sea, at low Water, leaves the Shore 
within the Harbour bare a great Way from the 
Houſes, which having a black filthy Mud, it 
ſtinks very much, and breeds noiſom Vapours 
thro' the Heat of the Climate, it lying in the 
roth Degree of North Latitude. It was defended 
by three Forts: The Ton Fort, on the North Side 
of the Mouth of the Harbour, with a hundred 
Guns; the Gloria: Ca/tle, with a hundred and 
twenty, on the South- ſide of the Harbour a Mile 
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from the Iron Fort; and at the Fort of Hiero- 


nymo, with twenty Guns. | | 
Having given this ſhort Deſcription of the 
Place,” ſhall now proceed to a particular — 


7 
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of its late Demolition by Admiral Vernon: He 
was ſupplied in Jamaica with ſuch Neceffaries 
as he Wanted; the Goyernor and many others 
expreſſed the greateſt Chearfulneſs in aſfiſting his 
Defigns 3 and having embarked two hundred 
Soldiers, he ſet Sail on the 5th of November, 
from Pert Royal Harbour, with his Majelty's 
Ships the Burford, which the Admiral himfelf 
commanded ; the Hampton-Court, Commodore 
Brown, 2 E Ca 5. N 7 ; the Wor- 
cefter, Captain Mais; the Princeſs Louiſa, Cap 
5 Waterhouſe ; and the fed, Ca * The | 


ver: Being two of Seventy, three of Sixty, and 


one of Fifty Guns. 96 . 

On the ioth they gave Chace to a Spanjþ 
Sloop bound from Carthagena to Porto Belli, 
who on firing the firſt Gun, firack: This was 
very lucky to the Admiral ; for few of his Pilots 
were acquainted with the Coaſts Weſtward 4 
rn 

em in the Night-time, ing got 

into Porto Bello alarmed the Place. . 
On the 21 about two o' Clock, they came 
up with Porto Bello Harbour; where the Spa- 
ard had hoiſted the Flag of Defiance upon the 

Yo Fort, and (as they afterwards owned) were 
Full of the Hopes of ſinking the Exglis Squa- 

n at once. 2 ies 
Commodore Brown, in the Hampton-Court, 
was the firſt who the Attack, who per- 
fornied his Part with a deal of Reſolution, 
Courage and Conduct; as the Wind had failed, 
he was obliged to drop his Anchor ftrait before 
the Caſtle, and received a very briſk Fire from 
the Spaniards, at the Diſtance of little. more 
than a Cable's Length : But the Commodore was 
not long before he returned their Salute; for in 
twenty hve Minutes time he fired above four 
hundred Shot againſt the Caſtle; ſo that nothing 


was to be ſeen but Fire and Smoke on 5 


Sides. 
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The Norwich came up next, who met 
the ſame Reception; but in return; ſhe 
her Shot ſo well, as much diſcouraged the DE 
»iards, who, hardly returned one Gun for threg. 
In lefs than, half an Hour the 1 4 1 
up, who anchoring cloſe by the other two, 
2 great deal of Damage to the Caſtle, knocking 
.— the higher Part fi it, and ariving the the the Spa- 
niards from their Guns, 
The Admirat's Ship came up ſoon after with 


the Blue Flag at her Fore-top-maſt Head, and 
the bloody Flag at the Main- top: maſt Head 
The Admiral e Anchor to be dropt 
within half a Cable's Length of the Caſtle” Not- 
3 they had diſcharged very few Gur 
for ſome Minutes before, aden as if they had 1 


ſolved to ſummon up Courage again 
the Flag, they . bim with 4 1 


Voley ; ich, being at ſo ſhort à Diſtance, 
place with almoſt every Shot ; one ſtruck away 


the Stern of the Barge are, another broke a large 


Gun upon the u ck, a third went through 
the 'Fore-top- dS fourth went through 
the Arning, within two Inches of the Main-mat, 
broke down the Barricado of the Quartex-deck 
very near tae Admiral, and. killed three Men in 4 
Moment, wounding five others who flood by 
them; but this briſk yn was returned in ſu 
a manner, that afterwards th did not the leaſt 
Damage, tho* they contin now-and-then ta 
fire a random Shot. The Fire of the ſmall Arm 
foon commanded the Enemy's tower Batteries, 
and had a good Effect, in driving them from 
thoſe which could have done moſt Harm: By 
this Means the 1 were alſo ſecured at land- 
in 
Gy the Boats came near the Admiral's Ship, he 
called to them to go directly on Shore, under 
the Walls of the Fort, tho" there was no Breach 
made ; which threw the Enemy 'into ſuch a ge- 
neral 
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neral Conſternation, that the Officers and Men who 
had ſtood to the lower Battery, fled to the u 
Part of the Fort, where they made a Si igual for 
capitulating, which the Admiral anſwer a 
White Flag; but it was with the greateſt Dif- 
ficulty he could reſtrain his own Men, and thoſe 
on board the Stafford, from firing. 

In the mean time, the Soldiers and Seamen 
who had landed had climbed up the Walls” of 
the lower Battery, in this manner; one Man fer 
himſelf claſe under an Emboſſier, whilſt another 
climbed upon his Shoulders, and entered under 
the Mouth of a great Gun. All the Boats Crews 
were on the Platforms in three Minutes after 
landing, and ſtruck the 8pan;/b Flag of Defiance, 
hoiſting the Engli/h Gln The Captains and 
Officers ſhut themſelves up, in a ſtrong Lodgment; 
upon the Lieutenant's Mr. Broderick, firing a 
Gun or two thro' the Door, the quickly open- 
ed it, and very Bec 1 yielded to the Number 
of five Officers, ty five private Men out 
of three hundred, the 2 | having been either kil- 
led or wounded, or having made their Eſcape. 

This Action laſted only about two Hours, in 
which time the Iron Fort was gained by ** 
ſour Men of War, for two had not come up 5 
which, had it been in Eng/ibþ Hands, would, it 
18 thought, have been defended againſt all the 
naval Force of Spain. 

The Gloria Caſtle, and Hippe Fort conti- 
nued ſtill firing; but moſt of their Shot fell ſhort, 
or flew over the Rigging. The Admiral findin ng 
this, tried ſome of his lower Teer at them, whi 
being new Guns, anſwered beyond Expectation, 
carrying over Gloria le, into the Town, none 
of the Shot falling ſhoxt, and one of them went 

uite thro? the Governor's Houſe, and others thro 

everal Houſes in the Town. 

The next Morning, the Admiral went aboard 


Commadore Bre wr, to conſult with the Cap- 
tains, 


11 
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tains, and give the neceſſary Orders for warpin 
the Ships up the next Night, in order to attac 
the Gloria Caſtle; but was prevented by the 
Enemy's putting up a White Flag at the Glo- 
ria Caſtle, and lending a Boat with a Flag of 
Truce to the Admiral, with the Governor's 
Adjutant, and the Lieutenant of a Man of War, 
who wh the Conditiens' figned on which 
they would capitulate. In anſwer to which, the 
Admiral- immediately drew up the Terqs on 
which he would admit them to Capitulation, and 
diſpatched them back again, allowing them only 
a few Hours to take their Reſolution 3 and within 
the Time limited they accepted the Conditions of- 
fered them. And before Night, on Tae/day, No- 
vember the 22d. the Admiral ſent Captain New- 
ton, who commanded the Detachment of Soldiers 
from Jamaica; who took immediate Poſſeſſion 
of Gloria Caſtle, and St, Hieronymo Fort. The 
following are the Terms granted by the Ad- 
miral : , | by 


Article I. That the Garriſon be allowed to 
march out as defired, upon Condition the King 
of Great Britain's Troops be put into Poſſeſſion 
of the Gloria Caſtle before four o' Clock this 
Evening, and the Garriſon to march out by ten 
© Clock to morrow Morning. 

That the Inhabitants may either remove, or 
remain, under a Promiſe of Security for them- 
ſelves and their Effects. | n 

IT. That the Sans Soldiers may have a 
Guard, if they think it neceſſary. 

III. That they may carry off two Cannons 
mounted, with ten Charges of Powder for each, 
and their Match lighted. 

IV. The Gates of the Gloria Caſtle muſt ab- 
ſolutely be in Poſſeſſion of the King our Mzfter's 
Troops, by four o' Clock, and the Spani/5 Ga- 
riſon ſhall remain in Wy for their ; 


1 
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and Effects, till the appointed Time for their 
marching out, and to carry with them the Pro- 
viſions and Ammunition neceſſary for their Safety. 
V. That the Ships, with their Apparel and 
Arms, be abfolutely delivered up to the Uſe of 
his Britanick Majeſty; but that all the Officers, 
Soldiers and Crews, : ſhall have three Days allow. 
ed them to retire with all their perſonal Effects; 
only one Officer bein admit oh board each 
Ship and Veſſel, to take Poſſeffion for the King 
our Maſter, and to fee this Article ſtrictly com- 
plied with. | 

VI. That provided the Articles above-men- 
tioned are ſtrictly complied with, and that Poſ- 
ſeſſion be given of Caſtle $7. Hieronymo, in the 
ſame manner as is ſtipulated for the Caſle Gloria, 
then the Clergy, the Courches and Town, ſhall be 
protected and preſerved in all their Immunities 
and Properties. | 

And that all Priſoners already taken ſhall be 
fet at Liberty before our leaving the Port. 


Given under our Hands, on board his Maj e- 
fty's Ship Burford, in Porto Bello Harbour, 
this 224 Day of November, 1739. O. 8. 

E. Vernon, 


Cha. Brown. 


The Spaniards at firſt demanded, that they 
ſhould have not only an Indemnity for them- 
felves, but likewiſe be allowed to keep Poſſeſſion 
of all the Ships in the Harbour, this laſt was re- 
jetted ; for theſe were the very Ships which had 
done our, Merchants all the Injuries complained of 


on thoſe Coaſts. 
In the Gloria Caſile were found a hundred 


and twenty Guns, two hundred ſmall Arms and 


Blundcrouiles, as many Swords, two hundred Bar 
rels of Powder, four large Mortars, Thouſands 
of Iron ar.d Copper Balls ; with - the Guns and 

Kale : | Ammt- 
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Ammunition in the [ror Caftle, of which, about 
eighty ſeven - (in all) are Braſs: Together with 
two Men of War of twenty four Guns : One Snow 
of fourteen ; four good Sloops, a Petiaguay and 
Half-Galley, 10,000 Dollars were likewiſe Found, 
moſt of them hid in a Cloſe-ſtool; which were 
diſtributed amongſt the Sailors, for their Encou- 

ement. | 

he Admiral broke the 'Trunnions of all the 

Iron Guns, blaſted all the Foundations, and burnt 
the Superſtructures of the Caſtles ; ſo that ſome 
Millions will hardly compenſate the Damage, and 
"tis next to impracticable to rebuild them on the 
fame Spot, x 

The Lofs of our Side was only three Men 
aboard the Admiral; three on board the Wor- 
ceſter, and two Soldiers; five were wounded of 
the Admiral's Men, and one aboard the Hamp- 
ton-Caourt. | 

As we have had ſuch a glorious Inſtance of the 
Conduct of the heroick iral Vernon, and the 
Courage of the Officers and Sailors with him, 
we ay Pig expect Advices of freſh Succeſſes 
from this brave Gentleman, if he be duly ſup- 
ported from Exgland; and there is no doubt but 
he will, fince the Weſt-Indies is the only Place 
m which the haughty Spaniards ma moſt. 
advantageouſly attacked by the E "gli. 


Tam, SIR, Taurs, &c. 


LETTER XI. 


S F R, 


N my preceding Letters I have giver you the 
Hiſtory of this Ifland, from the earlieſt Ac- 
counts, down to the preſent Times ; and have 
endeavoured to give ** ſome Idea of the Place, 
2 its 
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its Situation, Extent and Trade, with whatever 
elſe appeared neceſſary to make the Relation in- 
ſtructive and agreeable. I ſhall now give you a. 
ſummary Account of the Government of this 
HMand.. | Y 

The King of Great Britain appoints the Go- 
verror and Council, and the Repreſentatives of 
the People are choſen by the Freeholders. In 
theſe Three the whole Legiſlative Power cönſiſts, 
and is as near a Repreſentation of the Britißb 
Government as the State of Affairs will allow. 
The Commander in Chief is Captain-General, 
Admiral and Chancellor of the Iſland; has Pow-. 
er to iſſue out all Sorts of Commiſſions; to ſum- 
mon and diſſolve Aſſemblies; to make Counſel- 
lors; to pardon all Crimes, except Treaſon and 
Murder, and even for thoſe to grant a Reprieve; 
to place and diſplace all Officers Who are not by 
Patent: In a Word, to act with ſovereign Au- 
thority under his Majeſty, always taking Advice 
of his Council, and has a negative Voice in paſ- 
fog of all Acts of the Aſſembly. As he is Chan- 
ce. lor, he is impowered to grant Adminiſtrations 
and Executorſhip, of the Eſtates of Perſons d ying 
inteſtate, and this brings them in no 10 | 
Prokt.. =” 12 

His Salary is 2,500 E a Year x the Duke of 
Portland indeed had 5000 J. but the Iſland was 
not able to continue it to his Succeſſor. ' A con- 
ſiderable Preſent is generally made on a Gover- 
nor's Arrival, and the Nau, yearly contribute a 
very large Sum, which they give to his Excellen- 
cy. His other Perquiſites are very extraordina- 
ry, and *tis juſtly eſteemed the beſt Government 
in the King's Gift (Ireland excepted), 

The Council are twelve in Number, and are 
generally Men of the beſt Eſtates and Quality 
in the Country ; they are appointed by Letters 
of Mandamus from the King. On the Death 


ar Diſmiſſion of any, the Governor we 
* | others 
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others to ſupply their Places. Their Buſineſs is 
to adviſe and aſſiſt the Governor, and to be a 
Check upon him, in Caſe he exceeds the Bounds 
of his Commiſſion. In the Aſſembly the Coun- 
eil forms the Upper-houſe, and claims a negative 
Voice, as the Houſe of Peers do in Eng/and. 

The Aſſembly is compoſed of Members elected 

by the Suffrage of the Freeholders, and they do 
Buſineſs after the very ſame manner as the Houſe 
of Commons do in Britain. 
The Grand Court which takes Cognizance of 
all Civil Pleas, as well as of Crimes which infer 
corporal Puniſhments, ſits four times in the Year, 
Their Seſſion is limited to twenty one Days: 
"Tis ſurpriſing to ſee what Buſineſs they diſpatch 
in that ſhort time. The preſent Chief Juſlzge is 
George Ellis, Eſq; a Gentleman who does Ho- 
nour to the Country, and behaves after ſuch a 
manner as to grace the Bench. He has fix Aſſiſ- 
tants, who are generally Men of the greateſt 
Knowledge, and of the faireſt Characters. His 
Salary is only 120 J. per Annum. His Aſſiſtants 
have nothing at all. There are a great many in- 
ferior Courts, who decide upon Cauſes of leſs 
than 20 J. Value, and Juſtice is very impartially 
diſtributed, and without Delay. 

The Militia is under the Direction of Officers 
appointed by the Governor: All from ſixteen to 
fixty are obliged to liſt. | 

The Revenue of the Iſland, commanihus annis, 
is reckoned at 70,000 J. The conſtant Parties, 
which they have been obliged to ſend and pay, 
increaſe their Expences: Beſides this, there are a 
vaſt Number of publick Officers, who have very 
large Salaries. 

The Pariſh Taxes are raiſed by the Veſtry, 
for the Maintenance of the Miniſter and the Poor, 
and keeping the Churches in due Repair. 

This brings me naturally to conſider the Church 
Affairs of the Iſland, and I am ſorry I am to 


R 3 give 
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give vou ſuch a diſmal Account: You know all 
e Brityh Colonies in Anerica are under the In- 
ion of the Biſhop of London ; and, tho' his 
rdſhip, no doubt, wiſhes well to the State of 
Religion in general, and to his own - Dioceſe in 
particular; yet-"tis ſurprifing that ſuch worthleſs 
and abandoned Men ſhould be ſent to ſuch a Place 
as this. The Clergy here are of a Character {a 
vile, that I do not care to mentian it; for ex- 
eept a few, they are the moſt finiſhed of our De- 
Kauchees. Meſſrs. Galpin, Johmſton and May, 
are indeed Men whoſe unblemiſhed Lives digni 
che Character they bear. They generally p 
dither in their own Churches, or to a few in ſome 
ivate Houſes every Snday; but for others, 
1 Church Doors are ſeldom opened. 
_ "8: Mind contains three Sorts of Inhabitants, 
Masters, Servants and Slaves, The Gentlemen. 
are {5me of them extremely polite, and uſe. their 
Hiferiors with a great deal of Good nature. 
However, all of them have ſomething of a.haugh- 
ty Diſpoſition, and require Submiſſion : ' A Stran- 
ger who knows how to apply to their Humour, 
generally gets, into good Buſineſs ;. bat they who 
are ſo unhappy as to miſtake it, may look for 
Buſineſs in another Place. ; 
The Servants who behave well, are reſpect- 
ed and encouraged ;_ if they be found honeſt, 
and worthy of their Truſt, they are handſomely 
uſed. I have known them to dine on the fame 
Victuals with their Mafter, and wear as good 
Cloathe, be allowed a Horſe when they had Oc- 
caſion to go abroad, and a Negroe Boy to at- 
tend them. Others, who are either ſtupid or ro- 
guiſh, are indeed hardly uſed; they are often. 
put into the Stocke, and beat very ſeverely. Their 
Alt Proviſions are weighed out, and they have 
nothing but what the Law obliges the Maſter to. 
ive. They have likewiſe another Unhappineſs; 
or, after the Expiration of their four 16 


* 
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Body is ford. to emplay them, and they general- 
1E yore ry nth thro' the whole 

emander of their Lives. This ought to wan 
all who come over in ſuch unhappy Circumitan- 
ces, to beware how they act, and endeavour to 
behave in ſuch, a manner as will moſt effeQually 


T 9 are only. employed 
TER "We 


overſeeu 


extremely 
hard, they ſhould be reduced to ſerye, and toll 
for the Benefit of others, without the leaſt Ad- 
vantage to themſelves. Happy: Britenia ! where 
Slavery is never known, where Liberty and Free- 
dom chears every Misfortune. Here we can boaſt 
of no ſuch Bleſſing ;- we have at leaſt ten Slaves 
to one Freeman. I incline to touch the Hard- 
ſhips, which theſe, poor Creatures ſuffer, in the 
tendereſt manner, from a particular Regard which 
I owe to many of their Maſters ; but I can't con- 
ceal their ſad Circumſtances intirely. ; The moſt 
trivial Error is puniſhed with a terrible Whip- 
ping. I have ſeen ſome. of them treated in that 
cruel manner, for no other Reaſon but to ſatiſ- 
the brutiſh Pleaſure of an Qyenſeer,, Who has 
ir Puniſhment moſtly at his Direction. I have 
ſeen their Bodies all in a Gore of Blood, the Skin 
torn off their Backs with the cruel Whip; beat- 
en Pepper and Salt, rubbed in the Wounds, 2 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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| Stick of Sealing-wax dropped leiſurel 

them. It is no Wonder if the horrid P pd 

of ſuch inhuman' Tortures incline them to rebel; 
at the fame time, it muſt be confeſſed, | they are 


—_— very perverſe, which is owing to the 
many Diſadvantages they lie under, and the bad 


Example they daily ſee. 


Their Owners ſet aſide for each a ſmall Parcel 
of Ground, and allow them the Sundays to ma- 
nure it. In it they generally plant Maiz, Gui- 
rey Corn, Plantains, Yams, Cocoas, Potatoes, &c. 
This is the Food which ſupports them, unleſs ſome 
of them, who are more induſtrious than others, 


happen to raiſe a Stock of Fowls, which they 


carry to Markets on the Sundays, (which is the 
only Market-day in Jamaica) and fell for a little 
Money with which they purchaſe Salt-Beef, 
Fiſh, or Pork, to make their O/is or Pep- 
per- pot. "Fis ſurprizing to ſee the mean Shifts 
to which theſe poor Creatures are reduced : You'll 
ſee them daily about twelve o' Clock when they 
turn in'from Work, *till two, ſcraping the Dung- 
hills at every Gentleman's Door for Bones, which 
if they are ſo happy as to find, they break ex- 
tremely ſmall, boil them, and eat the Broth. 
Moſt of theſe Slaves are brought from the Coaft 
of Gainey : When they firſt arrive, *tis obſerved 
they are ſimple and very innocent Creatures; but 
they ſoon turn to be roguiſh enough : And when 
they come to-be whipt, urge the Example of the 
Whites for an Excuſe of their Faults. Their 
Notions of Religion are very inconſiſtent, and 
vary according to the different Countries they 
come from: But they have a kind of occaſional 
Conformity, and join without Diſtinction in their 
ſolemn Sacrifices and Gambols. They generally 
believe there are two Gods,.a good and a bad 


one; the firſt they call Naſteao in the Papaw 


Language, and the other Timnew: The goof 
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God, they tell you, lives in the Clouds; is ve 
kind, and favours Men; twas he that taught their 
Fathers to till the Ground, and to hunt tor their 
Subſiſtence. The evil God ſends Storms, Earth- 
quakes, and all kind of Miſchief. They love the 
one dearly, and fear the other as much, Their 
Notions are extremely dark ; they have no Idea 
of Heaven, further than the Pleaſures of returning 
to their native Country, whither they believe 
every Negroe goes after Death : This thought 
is fo agreeable, that it chears the poor Creatures, 
and makes the Burthen of Life eaſy, which other 
wiſe would be quite intollerable. They look on 
Death as a Blefling : Tis indeed ſurprizing to 
ſee with what Courage and Intrepidity ſome of 
them will meet their F ate, and be merry in their 
laſt Moments; they are quite tranſported to think 
their Slavery is near an End, and that they ſhall 
reviſit their happy native Shores, and ſee their 
old Friends and Acquaintance. When a Negroe 
is about to expire, his Fellow-ſlaves kiſs him, wil 
him a good Journey, and ſend their happy Re- 
commendations to their Relations in Gurney, They 
make no Lamentations, but with a great deal of 
Joy inter his Body, firmly believing he is gone- 
ome, and happy. | = op 
When any thing about a Plantation is 1 
they have a ſolemn kind of Oath, which the eld- 
eſt Negroe always adminiſters, and which by them 
is accounted fo ſacred, that except they have. the 
expreſs Command ef their Mafter, or Overſeer, 
they never ſet about it, and then they go very 
ſolemnly to Work. They range themſelves 1n 
that Spot of Ground which is appropriated for 
the N Burying-place, and one of them 
opens a Grave. He who acts the Prieſt, takes a 
little of the Earth, and puts into- every one of 
their Mouths ; they ſay, that if any has been 
guilty, their Belly ſwells, and occaſions their * 


> 


l 
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I never faw any Inſtance of this but one; and it was 
certainly Fact that a Boy did ſwell, and acknow- 
the Theft when he was dying: But I am 
far from thinking there was any Connection be- 
twixt the Cauſe and the Effect; for a thouſand 
Accidents might have occafioned it, without ac- 
counting for it by that fooliſh Ceremony. 

I have diſcourſed them about the Immortality 
of 'the Soul, and ſome other important Points ; 
but I found their Notions of theſe Matters ex- 
tremely obſcure : Yet from the Cuſtoms they uſe 
at their Burials, I can gather ſome faint Traces 
of their Behef in that Article. When one is 
carried out to his Grave, he is attended with a 
vaſt Multitude, who conduct his Corps in ſome- 
thing of a ludicrous Manner: They ſing all the 
Way, and they who' bear it on their Shoulders, 
make a Feint at topping at every Door they paſs, 
pretending, that if the deceas'd Perſon had receiv- 
ed any Injury, the Corps moves towards that 
Houſe, and that they cannot avoid letting it fall 
to the Ground, when before the Door. When 
they come to the Grave, which is 8 
ons in ſome Savanpah or Plain, they lay down 
the Coffin, or whatever the Body happens to be 
wrapt up in; and if he be one whoſe Circum- 
ſtances could allow it, or if he be generally be- 
loved, the N ſacrifice a Hog in Honour of 
him; which they contribute to the Expences of, 
among themſelves. 'The Manner of the Sacrifice 
is this: The neareſt Relation kills it, the Intrails 
are buried, the four Quarters are divided, and a 
kind of Soup made, which is brought in a Cala- 
baſh or Gourd, and after waving it three times, 
it is ſet down; then the Body is put in the 


Ground; all the while they are covering it with 
Earth; the Attendants ſcream out in a terrible 
manner, which is not the Effect of Grief, but of 


Joy 3 they beat on their wooden Drums, ,and the 
| Women. 
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Women with their r 1 hideows 22 iſe: 
After the Grave is up, place the Soup 
re Head, and a Bots 
tle of Rum at the Feet. In the mean time. 

Drink (which is made of the Lignum Vitæ Bark, 
or whatever elſe they can afford) is diſtributed 
amongſt thoſe who are preſent ; one. half of the 
Hog 1s burnt while they are 2 the 
other is left to any Perſon who p to take 
it; they return to Town, or the Plantation, 
ſinging after their manner, and ſo the Cermony 
ends. | 


They have a great many other remarkable 
Cuftoms, which you may ſee very curiouſly de- 
ſcribed in the Introduction to Sir Hans Sloane 
Natural Hiftory of Jamaica. Sunday Afternoon 
the Generality of them dance or wreitle, Men and 
Women promiſcuouſly together. They have two 
muſical Inſtruments, like Kettle-drums, for each 
Company of Dancers, with which they make a 
very barbarous Melody. They have other muſi- 
cal Inftruments, as a Bangil, not much unlike our 
Lute in any thing but the Muſick ; the Rookaww, 
which is two Sticks jagged ; and a Fenkgoving, 
which is' a Way of clapping their Hands on the 
Mouth of two Jars: Theſe are all played toge- 
ther, accompanied with Voices, which make a ve- 
ry terrible kind of Harmony. 

They are fo far ſuperior in Number to the 
Whites, that one ſhould think it would be unſafe, 
conſidering all Circumſtances, to live amongſt 
them. The Reaſons of the Planters Security are 
theſe : The Slaves are brought from ſeveral Pla- 
ces in Guiney, which are diffrent from one ano- 
ther in Language, and ra they can't. con · 
verſe freely; or, if they could, they hate one ano- 
ther ſo mortally, that ſome of them would rather 
die by the Hands of the Exgliſb, than join with 
other Africans, in an Attempt to ſhake ay pon 
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Yoke. None of them are allowed to touch any 


Arms, unleſs by their Maſter's Command, or go 
dut of the Bounds of the Plantation to which th 


belong, without a. ſpecial Permit ſigned by their 


Owner or Overſeer. They are kept in ſuch Awe, 
that they are afraid even to make the leaſt thought 
of Liberty appear. And when they ſee the 
Whites mufter and exerciſe, there can be no 
Terror in the World greater than what they lie 


under at that Time. Tis true, the Creo/ian Ne- 


groes are not of this Number: They all ſpeak 
ngl;jp, and are fo far from fearing a Muſter, 
that they are very familiar with it, and can exer- 
ciſe extremely well 2 

The Way of trafficking for them till lately, 
was ſending Ships with Beads, Pewter, Jars,Clozths, 
Hats, . Knives and Toys, to Africa. 
But now the Trade is by Perpetuano's, Guns, 
Powder, Flints, Tallow and Spirits. They trade 
from Sierra Leona to Cape Negro, a vaſt Territo- 
ry on the Coaſts near 1500 Miles in Length, in 
which are a great Multitude of petty Kingdoms, 


where the Kings ſell their Subjects and Priſoners _ 


of War, ſome mean Men their Children, and 
ſometimes their Wives. 
Some of them make very. good Mechanicks, 


when they are taught after they come to Jamaica, 


\ 
\ 


and ſuch are the Treaſure of a Planter : When 


Mortality ſeizes them, the Owner is undone, un- 


leſs he is a monzed Man and can renew his Stock, 
which muſt be repleniſhed every Year, or he 
would ſoon want Hands for his Work. Almoſt 
half of the new imported Negroes die in the Sea- 
ſoning, nor does the Polygamy which they uſe, 


add much to the Stocking of a Plantation. Every 


Pickaninny, or Child is valued at 5 7. and the 
Commodity in general rifes or falls like any other 


in the Market. | 


Whatever ſome creduious People may imagine, 


with Relation to the Negroes Blood, I can = 


2 
? 
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ſure you it is equally fair with ours, and Pm ſur- 
priz'd to find the contrary ſo ſtrongly aſſerted in 
the Philoſophical Tranſations. I have ſeen twen- 
ty of them let Blood in a Morning, and have ob- 
ſerved with as great Niceneſs as lay in my Pow- 
er; yet never could diſcern the leaſt Difference 
betwixt theirs and the E ay xe 7 

The Slaves are not only ſubject to the common 
Difeaſes incident to white Men, but are likewiſe 
troubled with ſome ticular Diſtempers, which 
no doubt, their coarle Way of living very much 
occafions. There is a ſmall Inſet, which is cal- 
led the Chegoe, that eats into their Fleſh, and the 
Toes of ſome are laid bare to the very Bone by 
them. White People are indeed ſometimes 
troubled with them, eſpecially New-comers, as 
they are likewiſe with the Yaws, Which is a very 
terrible Difeaſe, and was Ars roduegd 22 — 
Iſland, by the Negroes from Guianey. a Fly 
has Re upon one that is infocted, and immedi- 
ately after reſts on a-ſound Perſon they never eſcape 
the Diſeaſe; they feel its Approaches by a kind 


of Giddineſs in the Head, and a general Diſor- 


der: Before it breaks out the ſeveral Parts of the 
Body are felt to contain the ulcerous Matter in 
little hard Biles. It is a great while before it 
appears; after it does, no Sight can be more mi- 
ſerable; they are all over one Blotch won 


which run a ſtinking, putrid, white Matter, 
tis long before they can be cured ; two Years is 


the ſooneſt ; and that which is called the Ca- 
Yaws is never removed. However, theſe leſt are 
not infectious. As ſaon as ever it is known, 
that a Negroe has the Yaws, he is immediately 
removed to ſome retired Place on the Skirts of 
the Plantation, and his Phyſick and Victuals ſent 
to him by one who had been in the ſame Condi- 


tion; for ſuch will never be infected again. 


Ian, SIR, Yours, &c. 
8 | LE 
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LETTER XII. 

RES: - * 5 
1 Shall now proceed to pre you ſome ſhort 


Account of the moſt remarkable Trees, Plants 
and curious Animals which this Iſland produces.” 
Sugar grows 1n a long Stalk, which we call a 
Cane full of Joints, two, three, four, or five Ich- 
es aſunder, and about fix Feet high, the Sprouts 


and Leaves at the Top riſing up to, as may make 


it near eight Feet in The Body of the Cane 
is about an Inch Diameter, ſeldem more. The 
Colour of the Cane-top is a pure Graſs-green; 
the Cane itfelf is yellowiſh when ripe: Tis cover- 
ed with 'a thin Skin or Bark, ſomewhat hard on 
the Inſide, being of a white ſpungy Subſtance, full 
of Juice, which the Servants and others ſack, and 
eat great Quantities of, without injuring their 
Health : Nothing is pleaſanter than this Sap, 
when the Cane is ripe ; tis alſo very nouriſhing 
and wholſome, if * with Moderation. Their 
Way of eating it is thus: They cut the Skin or 
Rind off, and put the Pile or ſpungy Parts inte 
their Mouths, when the Juice will come out more 
freely than Honey out of the Comb; and this 
Sweetneſs as far exceeds that of Honey, as a Pip- 
pen does a Crab. Tis not ſurfeiting, but the 
cleaneſt and beſt Sweet in the Univerſe. The 
Nature of this Juice is much like to that of Ap- 
ples, but ſomething thicker ; 'tis yellow when 
the Cane is ripe, clean and without any ill Taſte 
or Hogo, and goes off the Palate as ſweetly as 
it came on. Of this Juice, Sugar, Rum, and 
Melaſſes are made. 

The Seaſon for planting Sugar-canes, is from 
Auguft to the beginning ot December, ſometimes 


they don't arrive to Maturity, till they have 
been a Year and a Quarter, or a Year and a half 


Their 


in the Ground. 


- Ne 
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Their manner of growing is in Sprouts, three, 
four, or five, from one Root. They are not all 
of a Size, either in Bigneſs or Length; but dif- 
fer according to the Goodneſs of the Soil, and the 
Seaſons. Some Canes will not rife above three 
Feet high, and others fix ;- and the Flags, or 
Cane-tops of them exceed nine Feet, Stalk and 
all, and ſometimes are under fix. Theſe Cane- 
tops - make very good Food for Horſes and 
black Cattle; but the ſolid Canes are carried 
to the Mill, for the- Uſes we ſhall mention here- 
after. : 

_ 'Fhe manner of planting them, is by digging 
long . Trenches in the Earth, about fix Inches 
deep, and as many broad, and laying a double 
Row, of Canes along in the Trench, one by ano- 
ther, from one end of the Trench to the other; 
then the Earth is thrown in, and another Trench 
dug, and ſo another, at about two Feet Diſtance, 
till all- the Land is planted, by laying the Canes 
along: Thus they produce the greater Number 
of Sprouts ; for this Way, a Branch ſhoots out of 
every Joint of the Cane, whereas. the firſt Plan- 
ters uſed to thruſt a Piece of Cane perpendicu- 
larly into a Hole, at. certain Diſtances, which 
yielded no Shoot but from the Top; and having 
three or four Sprouts, whoſe . Weight de- 
pended on one Root, when they grew tall and 
heavy, the Storms looſened the 1 and ſo 
they rotted, and became good for nothing. By 
this new Way of planting, the Root is ſecured, 
and the Produce — They come up in 
a little While after they are planted, and in about 
twelve Weeks, they will be two- Feet high. 

The next Care of the Planter is to keep the 
Canes well weeded, Weeds being very apt to 
grow among them; and formerly the Withes 
in particular; a kind of Creeper, that runs along 
the Ground, and faſtens to the Canes, by which 
they hinder their Growth. 

| 8 2 The 
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The Roots muſt alſo be examined, to ſee if any 
have failed, that they may be ſupplied in time 
with others, left the Ground ſhould yield ſome- 
thing hurtful to the Plant. | 

If the Withe ſhould over-run a Plantation, or 
the Planter ſhould negle& to fill up the Vacan- 
cies of the Roots that failed, by this means the 


Crop is partly ripe and partly green, and can ne- 


ver be ſeparated, but by much more Labour than 
they are worth ; and the Planter burns the Canes 
on the Ground: By this Means, tho! he loſes fo 
much time as they have been a growing, yet he 
does not loſe his Planting ; for the Fire does not 
touch the Root, which ſhoots out again preſent- 
ly ; and it betters the Soil, and deftroys the 
Rats. They do this, by kindling the Fire on 
the Outſides of the Field, in a Circle quite round 
the Piece of Ground; the Rats retire from the 
Borders to the Centre, and the Flames reaching 
at laſt to that, conſume a Swarm of them to- 

ether. | 1 
Theſe Vermin were brought thither the 
Engliſh Ships, and will ſo gnaw and fuck the 
Canes, that they rot after it. In the Time of 
Hurricanes, or a Storm, the Rats fly to the 
Houſes, where they would do as much Mif- 
chief, but that they. are more eafily deſtroyed 
there. | 

The Practice now is to dung the Canes, which 
is done either when they are planted, or when 
they come up, and are two Feet high, and this 
is the greateſt Trouble and Expence the Planter 
is at; for if it was not for this Dunging, a third 
Part of the Negroes would do his Zuſineſs. 
When the Canes are ripe, which is known by 
their Colour, they are cut up with a Bill, or 
other Tool, by one at a Time; for they are 
to” big to be mowed with a Scythe, or cut 


with a Hook: As they cut_ them, they trim 


them 


WM" 
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them, chop off the Top, and cut or ſtrip off the 
Leaves orien $ ON he Sides, which 28 ſaved 
for the Uſes I have already mentioned. 

The Canes thus cut, are bundled up in Fag- 
gots, and uſed to be tied up with Withes that 
grow n only tied up 
with the Tops of the Canes. Then they are 


carried to the Mill by Mules, in Carts, or draun 


by Horſes. 
The Mills that are moſt in Uſe here, are Cat- 
tle-mills ; but lately ſome ſubſtantial Planters have 
one or two Wind-mills, and ſome three. The 
late Prefident A/ſcough, erected one at his Planta- 
tion to Windward, which is a very curious Piece 
of Mechaniſm. 
The Cattle-mills and Wind-mills are made af 
ter the fame manner as ours in Exg/and, and they 
grind the Canes thus in the Cattle-mills: The 
orſes and Cattle, being put to their Tackle, go 
about, and turn by Sweeps the middle Roller ; 
which being ed at the upper End, turn the 
others about. They all three turn upon the ſame 
Centres, which are of Braſs and Steel, going ſo 
eaſily of themſelves, that a Man taking hold of 
one of the Sweeps with his Hands, may turn all 
the Rollers about ; but when the Canes are put 
in between the Rollers, tis a good Draught for 
five Oxen 'or Horſes. A Negroe Woman puts 
in the Canes on one Side, and the Rollers draw 
them through on the other, where another Ne- 
= ſtands, receives them, and returns 
em back on the other Side of the middle Rol- 
ler, which draws the other Way. 


This Operation preſſes out the Juice, and the 
Engli/5 do no more to the Canes: But the Spa- 
niards have a Preſs to fqueeze out the Remainder 
of the Liquor, after both the former Grindings. 
Their Works are ſmall, and they are willing to 
make the moſt of them. 
SER 8 3 Mr. 
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Mr. Ligen, from whom ſome. Part of this Ac- 
count of the Cattle-mill is taken, ſpeaks more 
largely of it; but what I have ſaid, may give 
you ſome Idea of the Machine. The Rollers 
are of Wood, caſed with Iron, and they preſs 
out the Juice ſo thoroughly, that there is no Oc- 
caſion for a Preſs to ſqueeze. them; for in an 
Hour's Time, the Sun dries the Canes ſo much, 
that they are fit to burn. 1 44 
Under the Rollers is a hollow Place into which 

all the Juice that runs from the Canes is receiv- 
ed, and hy Pipes of Lead, or Leaden Gutters 
covered clofe over, conveyed into a Ciſtern near 
the Stairs, leading from the. Mill-houſe into the 
Boiling-houſe, © 
When Sugar was firſt planted in this Iſland, 
for ſix or ſeven Years together, one Acre of Canes 
yielded more than now, without. any further 
lanting or dunging; the ſame Root would ſhoot 
Forth new Branches, and thoſe be. fuller of Sap, 
than the Canes are at this time ;, when the Sugar 
being of ſo great a Subſtance, and containing ſuck 
a Quantity of rich Juices, and the Planters preſ- 
ſing it ſo often with the ſame Plant, and never 
letting it lie ſtill, the Soil is ſo impoveriſhed, that 
they are forced to dung and plant every Year ; in- 
ſomuch that one hundred Acres of Cane require 
almoſt double the Number of Hands they. did, 
while the Land retained its natural Vigour, which 
alſo then did not only bring forth certain Crops, 
but fewer Weeds too, the Weeds having been 
increaſed by frequent Dun ng. | 
Moſt of the Sugar Ilan s, Janaica eſpe- 
cially, have a kind of white chalky Gravel, cal- 
led Marle, which lies two or three Feet deep; 
which of itſelf is of ſo hot a 'Temper, and its 
Heat is ſo increaſed by dunging, that their Crops, 
in all dry Seaſons, are ſure to fail; and on the 
other hand, in a wet Year, the Canes grow rank, 


and never come to Maturity. 
| When. 
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When the Eiquor is in the Ciſtern, it muſt not 
remain there above one Day, leſt it grow ſour”: 
From thence it 15 conveyed through à Gutter, 
fixed to the Walls of the Boiling-houſe, to the 
clarifying Copper or Boiler, and there boiled, 
till all the Filth or groſs Matter riſing to the Top 
is ſkimmed off. This is the largeſt Copper, in 
the Boiling-houſe ; and as the Liquor is refined, 
tis taken out of the Copper, and carried into tlie 
ſecond, and ſo into a third, fourth; fifth, ſixth and 
ſeventh. The leaſt is called the Tach, where it 
boils longeſt. Tis continually kept ſtirring and 
boiling, till it comes to a Conſiſtency; yet 
all this Boiling would reduce it only to a thick 
clammy Subſtance, without turning it to a Grain, 
were it not for the Lye or Temper that is thrown 
into it. This Temper was many Vears ago made 
of the Aſhes of Withes, Which in the Field was 
ſo deſtructive to the Cane; but the Temper now 
uſed is made of Lime infuſed in common Was 
ter. When the Sugar begins to riſe up with a 
turbulent ungovernable Fury, occaſioned by the 
Fermentation of the Liquor of the Lime - water, 
and the vehement Heat of the Fire, to prevent its 
running over they throw in a ſmall Piece of Tal- 
low no bigger than a Nut. This preſently makes 
it fall. The Reaſon of this proceeds from a kind 
of Antipathy between the Salt - nitral Property of 
the Juice of the Cane, and the animal Sulphur 
of the Tallow. From the Boiler the Liquor is 
emptied into a Cooler, where it remains till it is 
fit to be potted. Theſe Pots are wide at the 
Top and Taper downwards, where a Hole is 
left for the Melaſſes to drain. The hot Liquor 
would run out, but the Pots are ſtopped with a 
Twig till they are ſet upon the Dripps. In reſin- 
ing the Suggar, the firſt Degree of Pureneſs is 
effected by permitting the Melaſſes to drain away 
through the Hole at the Bottom oſ the 1 
pots, they being all the Time open at the — 2 

c 
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is diſti which is done chus: 
ur Parts Water, and one Melaſſes, 
in the Ciſterns ; they work it up with | 
, twice every twenty four 
uin about ten Days *tis ſtale and ripe, 
know by taſting ; then they put it in 
ills, which muſt be well cleaned and p 
and rin it off in the ſame manner as 
do common Spirits in Great Britain. 
The Sugar- ane is ſo profitable a Plant, that I 
Have inſiſted the longer on the Deſeription and 
Cultivation of it. The other Commodities which 
this Ifland- produces are Pimento, Cocoa, Cot- 
ton, Indico, Coffee, all which I ſhall deſcribe 
very briefly. Ea ks 
The Trunk of the Pimento-iree is as thick as 
one's Thigh: It riſes ſtrait above thirty Feet, is 
covered witk an extraordinary fmooth Skin, of 
a grey Colour; tis branched out on every hand, 
having the end of its Twigs ſet with Leaves of 
feveral Sizes, the largeſt being four or five Inches 
long, and two or three broad in the Middle, 
where it is broadeft, and whence it decreaſes 
in both Extremes, ending in a Point, ſmooth, 
thin, ſhining without any Tnciſares, of a deep 
Colour, and ſtanding upon Inch-long Stalks ; 
when bruiſed it is very oderiferous, and in every 
thing like the Leaves of a ' Bay-tree : The Ends 
of the Twigs are branched into Bunches of Flow- 
ers, each Stalk ſuſtaining a Flower bending 
back, within which Bend are many Stamina 
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pale green Colour; theſe Flowers have a Branch 
of crowned Berries, the Cron being made up 
of four ſmall Leaves, at firſt greeniſn, but when 
ſhaving, 2 
green aromatick Pulp, two. large 
Seeds, ted by a Membrane, each of which is 
a Hemiſphere, — both joined make a ſpherical 
Seed: it grows in all the hilly Parts of this Iſland, 
— = 
325 . t Woner or r, acc 
to their — different Seaſons for Rain; 
Dikcly mou the Fruit ſoon-ripensz there is 0 
the Pimento or Jamaica Pepper; 
— rees and pull the unripe green 
ack which done, ——_— ——  —— 
till they become of a brown Colour, and then they 
are fit for the Market. In Smell and Taſte they 
are ſomething like Gloves, Juniper -berriea, m_ 
mon, and Pepper, or rather have a 
Smell, ſomewhat zkin-to A of them, — 
commonly called Ali pic. Dr. Shane * 
are the beſt, che mo temperate, mild 
of Spices, and deſerve to come into — 
and to be preferred to any of the Fa, I Com- 
modities of this Kind, almoſt all of which it far 


furplis by promating the Digalion extenuating 
3 HEY ——— 
ing T ling Wind, and. 

all thoſe friend to the Bowels, 
— — 

There are Three Sorts of Centos tres: Oue 
creeps on the Earth like a Vine, the ſecond is thick 
like a buſhy Dwart-tree, and the third is as tall as 
an Oak. The ſecond, after it has produced very 
beautiful Flowers, is loaded with a Fruit as 
as a Walnut, and whoſe 6utward Coat is intirely 
black. This Fruit, when it is fully xipe, opens 
and diſcovers a Dowh extremely white, which is 
called Cotton ; they ſeparate the Seeds from it by 
a Mill. The Bark is of a browniſh W the 
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Leaves ſmall, divided into three Parts: It bears 
a Flower about the Bigneſs of a Roſe, under which 
there are three little green ſharp-pointed Leaves; 


that encompaſs it round, The Flower confiſts of 


five Leves, of a bright yellow. Colour, that have 
ſeveral — 8 towards the Stem, and a 
yellow Button or Crown, ſurrounded with Fibres 
of the ſame Colour. | 4 2 | 
The Body of the Cocoa-tree is commonly about 
four Inches Diameter, five Feet in Height, and 
about twelve from the Ground to the Top of the 
Tree. 'The Cocoa grows in Cods or long Shells,. 
ſhaped like a Cucumber, each having in it three, 
four, or five Kernels, about the Bigneſs ef ſmall 
Cheſnuts, which are ſeparated from each other by 
a very pleaſant refreſhing white Subſtance, about 
the Confiſtence of the Pulp of a roaſted Apple; 
moderately ſharp and ſweet. A bearing. Tree 
generally yields from two to eight Pounds of Nuts 
a Vear, and each Shell contains from twenty to 
thirty Nuts. The Manner of curing them is, to 


cut them down when ripe, and lay*them in a Heap 


to ſweat three or four Days in the Cods ; after this 
the Shells are cut, the Nuts taken out and put into 
a Trough, covered with. Plantin-leaves, where 
they ſweat again about- fixteen or i ng, ths 
The Nuts that are in each Cod, being knit to- 
ther by certain Fibres, the ſmall Strings are 
roken, .and the Pulp is imbibed and mingled with 
the Subſtance of the Nut. After this they are put 
to dry three or four Weeks in the Sun, and then 
they become of a rediſh dark Colour. The Cods 


grow only out of the Body or great Limbs and 


Boughs ; at the ſame time there are Bloſſoms, - and 


young and ripe Fruit. 2 _— 

Izdico-is made of an Herb notunlike our Hemp; 
when it is cut they throw. it into Pits, which 
they make with Lime: Theſe they fill half 
full of Water, and then put in the Herb, 2 
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they bruiſe and p—_—_— the Ciſtern, till it be- 
comes like a kind of thick Mud; This being done, 
they let it ſettle for ſome” Days ; and when the 
Water is clear above, they let it run out; When 
it is quite drained, they fill Baſkets with the Slime, 
and the Negroes go to Work, and make up the 
Indico in ſmall little Pieces, flat at the Bottom, 
and at the Top ſharp like an Egg. | 
Coffoe is now very much cultivated here: It is a 
large Shurb, its Leaves of a dark green Colour; 
the Berries grow in large Cluſters ; One Buſh will 
produce ſeveral Pounds. The Bean is incloſed in 
a fine red ſcarlet Pulp, which is too luſcious 5 
palatable; however, a great many eat it. 
it is ripe, it turns black, and then they gather the 
Berries, and ſeparate them from the Huſk ; after A 
this they expoſe-them to the Sun, till they be | 
quite cured, when they axe fit for the Market. 
Eiger ſhoots forth Blades from its Root, in 
Shape not unlike thoſe of Wheat. When it is 
ripe, the Roots are dug up and ſcraped by:the Ne- 
groes, to clear it of the outward Skin, and kill 
the Spirit, otherwiſe it would be always growing. 
They who have not Hands enough to ſcrape it, are 
forced to ſcald it; but this proves not near ſo good 
as the other. It will be as hard as Wood, whereas 
the ſcraped Ginger is white and ſoft ; and ac - 
cordingly ſcadled Ginger is ſold 40 perCent. cheaper” 
than ſcraped. tg er | | 
There are a great many beautiful Trees in Ja- 
maica; the firſt and faireſt is the Cædar its Leaves 
are like thoſe of an Aſh, and grows to a prodigious 
Bigneſs. The Maftich-tree grows to a vaſt Height: 
It is a hard Timber: Ton-, Bullet tree and 
Maſtich are generally uſed for Chariot-wheels and 
Mill- work. The Mahegany-tree is ſo well known, 
that I need not deſcribe it. The wild Cn 
is about twenty or thirty Feet high, having 
many Branches and Twigs hanging downwards, 
wh.ch make a very comely Top. The Bark 
con- 
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confiſts of two Parts, one out ward, and another in- 

ward ; the outward is thin, of a whitiſh 

- Colour, —— — He 
is much thicker than Cinamon, ſmooth, and of a 
whiter Colour, of a much more biting and aroma 
tick Taſte, ſomething like that of Cloyes, and not 
glutinous like Cinamon, but dry and be- 
tween-the Teeth. Rum loſes its loathſome Smell, 
If mint with its Bark. 

The famòus Cabbage-tree, ſome of which are 

upwards of 100 Peet high, is nothing ele than 

the Palm; and all that is eaten in the Cabba ge, 
is what ſprouted out that Year, and ſo is — if 
eaten raw, it is as good as any new Almonds, and 
if boilded; excels the beſt Cabbage. When the Top 
is cut off, the- Free dies. The Timber will never 
rot; and when it is dry, grows. ſo hard, that one 
can ſcarce drive a Nail into it. 

The Manchineel-tres is very large, its Apple is 
beautiful to the Eye, agreeable to the Smell, — 
pl leaſant to the Take-; but, if eaten, certain Death. 

he Wood of it, when green, if rubbed againſt 
|= > —- will fetch —— —— raiſe — 

en the Negroes cut it are o 
to be very cautious; for if any of the juice _ 
to light in — Eyes, they are immediately made 
blind, and continue ſo for ſeveral Days, attended 
with an intolerable Pain. The Tamaxind-tree is very 
fine and beautiful, it extends its —_— fo wide, 
that many: Hundreds might repoſe its friend - 
ly Shade. But I muſt refer, for a Deſcription of 
it, to Sir Han, Sloane, as likewiſe of the Sarſapa - 
rilla, Caffia, Yenilles, many Kinds of Miſtetoes, 


&c. 

But it werd endleſs to enumerate the vaſt Variety 
of Trees and Plants which grows here, and would 
fill a Volume to deſcribe them ; I have therefore 
only touched upon a few, and refer to Sir Hans 
beaprrag we a * — — 
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ble Animals, 1 ſhall proceed to acquaint you, that 
ſt iſhes, we look 


their Eyes. They may be kept out of Water twen- 
ty Days and more 3 ay they will be ſo fat, as 
to be fine: Meat, provided they get about half a Pint 
of Salt-water- every Day. The Fat about their 
Guts is yellow, on their Bodies green: The Head 
being cut off, it dies inſtantly ; and if the Heart is 
taken out, the Motion continues not long; but any 
ity of the Fleſh will move, if Pricked, many 
Hours after tis cut in Quarters ; and the very 
Joints of the Bones and Shoulders have their Mo- 
tions, even tho" you prick only the Fat of them; 
but if you place theſe Parts in the Sun, they preſently 

die (as the Legs do) as ſoon as they are cut off. 
Doctor Stubbs relates a real Fact, when he ſays, 
That the Blood of a Tortoiſe ts colder than anyll a. 
ter here 3 yet is the beating of their Heat as vigorous 
as that of any Animal, and their Arteries are ex- 
tremely firm; their Lungs lie in their Belly, 'their 

Spleen is triangular, of a firm Flip, and floridly 
red : Their Liver is of a dark green; they hawe 4 
Hort of Teeth, All the r from the Carib bees 
f 0 


monly lies about the Rivers and 
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to the Bay of Mexico, retire in the Summer to the 
Cayman Iſlands on this Coaſt, to lay their Eggs, and 
to hatch ; there they coot for fourteen Days 

ther; then lay in one Night about 300 Eggs, with 
White and Volk, but no Shells. Then they cbot 
again, and lay in the Sand, and ſo thrice, when the 


Male is reduced to a kind of Jelly within, and blind, 


end is ſo carried home by the Female. Their Fat 
is green but not offenſive to the Stomach, when 
made into Broth or ſtewed. Their Urine looks of 
a yellowiſh green, and is oily after it is eaten. 
The Rivers and Bays abound with a vaſt Varie- 


| ty of fine Fiſhes ; but I muſt defer the Deſcription 


of them to another Opportunity. | 
The moſt terrible Creature here, or perhaps in 
any Part of the World, is the Alligator, which com- 
Pond: they live 
upon animal Fleſh, after which they hunt greedily, 
but ſeldom get Men to devour, becauſe tis eaſy to 
avoid them; for they cannot ſtir but in a ſtrait 
Line, which they do ſwiftly and forcibly ; whereas 


they turn with Difficulty, and ſlowly : Some of 


them are from fifteen to twenty Feet long; their 
Backs are all over ſcaly and impenetrable, and *tis 


hard to wound them any where, but in the Belly, 


or in the Eye. They have four Feet or Fins, with 
which they either walk or ſwim. Tis obſervable, 
that like Fiſh they never make a Noiſe, Their 


Way of hunting is to lie on the Bank of a River, 


and wait for Beaſts that come to drink there, which 
they ſeize as ſoon as within their Reach; and de 
your : They deceive them the more eaſily, becauſe 
they reſemble a long Piece of old oy Wood, or 
ſomething that's dead. The Miſchief theſe Ani- 
mals do is recompenſed by their Fat, of which an 
excellent Ointment is made, good for any Pains or 
Aches in the Bones or Joints. They have Bags 
of Muſk, ſtronger and more odorous than that of 
the Eaſt Indies ; the Smell is ſo great, and ſo ſearch- 
ing, that dis eaſy by it to diſcover. where they lie 
| an 


\ 
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and avoid them, before a Man ſees them ; even the 
Cattle, by a kind of natural Inſtinct, ſmell them, 
and run away. 'They breed like Toads by Eggs, 
which they lay in the Sand on the River's Banks; 
their Eggs are no larger than a Turkey's; they co- 
ver them with the Sand, and the Sunbeams hatch 
them; the Shell is as firm as a Turkey's Egg, 
and reſembles it in Shape; but is not ſpotted ; as 
fon as their Young come out of the Shell, they 
take immediately to the Water, 

The Alligators are ſhaped like Lizards, being 
four-footed ; they walk with their Belly at a little 
Diſtance from the Ground. Thoſe of full Growth 
have Teeth like a Maſtiff; the Negroes frequent- 
ly kill them, by preparing a piece of Iron-wood. 
about eighteen Inches or two Feet long, ſharp at 
both Ends ; this they take by the Miadle, and 
jump into the River where they ſee the Alligator. 
The terrible Creature comes immediately on them 
with open Jaws ; they thruſt their Hands into his 
Mouth, and the Alligator biting faſtens his up- 
per and under Jaws on the Points of the Tron- 
wood; and after he is thus ſecured, they kill him 
at their own Leiſure: I have ſeen them brought 
alive to Spani/h-Town, and (after theirTeeth were 
beat out) beated as they do a Bull. Mr. Ellis, 
the preſent Chief Juſtice, has one of them in hiv 
Court-yard ftrongly chained, and kept in a Pit 
digged for that Purpoſe. 

- Amongſt the many Inſects, which are ſuch an 
Inconveniency to this Place, I ſhall only take No- 
tice of the Chepoes, before ſpoken of, which getting 
into any Part of the Body, breed in great Num- 
bers, and ſhut themſelves up in a Bag; when the 
Negroes feel them firſt, they muſt be careful to 
1 out with a Pin, or the Point of a Pen- 
knife, and deſtroy the Bag intirely, that none of 
the Brood, which are like Nits, may be left be- 
hind, for fear of giving Riſe to a new Gene: 
Oe een | 
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The Fire-flies contract and expand their Light 
as they fly, and their Light continues ſome Days 
after they are dead; they are a kind of Cantharides, 
looking green in the Day-time, but glowing and 
mining in the Night, even when they are — By 
a ſe of them, one may diſtinctly ſee to read the 
ſmalleſt Print. I have done it often; the Fly muſt be 
held almoſt cloſe to the Book, and moved from 
Word to Word; for its Light does not expand far, 

As to Birds, we have a great Variety; but the 
moſt famous is the Colibry or Humming- bird, which 
is admirable for its Beauty, Shape, Smell, and Way 
of Life; and 'tis much leſs than a Wren, yet the 
moſt glorious of all Birds; ſome of them are no 
bigger than the greater Sort of Flies; the Colours 
ot the Feathers in its Neck and Wing, repreſent 
thoſe of the Rainbow. Some of them have ſuch 
a bright Red under their Necks, that at a Diſtance 
one would think it to be a Carbuncle; the Belly 
and under the Wing are of a ſine Yellow, the 
Thighs as green as an Emerald, the Feet and 
Beak as black as poliſhed-Ebony'; the two little 
Eyes caſt a ſurpriſing Luſtre ; the Head is of a 
Graſs-green ; the Plumage:of the Male is ſiner 
than the Female, and on his Head he has a Crown 
of Feathers, as it were todiſtinguiſh his Superiori- 
ty ; tis ſo ſtrong in its Flight, that it makes a loud - 
er Noiſe by the Agitation of its Wings, than ſome 
of the largeſt Birds ; it loves to fly near thoſe who 
are paſſing, and ſurpriſes them like a little Whirl- 
wind. It lives on the Dews, which it ſucks with 
its Tongue from the Bloſſoms. Its Tongue is 
much larger than its Beak, hollow like a Reed, 
and about the Bigneſs of a ſmall Needle; tis 
ſeldom ſeen on the Ground. 'Theſe beautiful Crea- 
tures are moſtly aboutthe Cotton and Orange-trees, 
and are very curious in building their little Neſts 
amongſt the Branches. The only Way of taking 
them is by: ſhooting with Sand which uns them ; 
when you have it, you cannot keep it, for none gan 
furniſh it with its ordinary Food. There 
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Ther are ſeveral other „ the Carriou- 
crow, the Fregat or Men of War, Boobies, cal 
ee mbar, a Toney of Pidgeons, & 

$1 Fer 74 Gas KC. 
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N the Courſe of theſe Letters, I have endea- 
voured to A jaſt a Notion of this 
Iſland, as 1 I have repreſented the 
Facts Balg omitted nothing which I looked 
upon as material. I ſhall conclude my Deſign with 
a fewObſervations on the Trade and en of 
this[fland. . It may not be amiſs likewiſe: to lay down 
a Method, which 22 to Phyſicians) wall me 
robably, if exact „ ſecure the Lives 
th of thoſe w 3 here. 
The chief Trade of this Iſland is with Great 
Britain ; Ade = reg Nations, ex- 
cept it be in the interlopi load year- 


Laa Vel a x 1 => 
ties of n 
Price as it formerly "did ; and fallen quite 
low, occaſioned bythe late Ad of Parliament, pra- 
hibiting the Retail of that Spirit. The Planters 
complain exceedingly of this, and Britain mult at 
laſt » Loſer if the Riches of the Colony fail, or 
the Demand for their Goods be not equal. to the 
Manufacture of them. It were endleſs to repeat 
D tom ſay, CHr 


the th OY other e — 


employed in home Manufacturies, for * for which T—k is 
falable Goods ſuch a Conſumption here! Tbe 


eck-Linen,whiteLunen, both 
Rn ths 


i Biker, the 
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Ale, Cyder, Ec. all which bring at leaſt f 
Cent. * Importer. *. fy 17 
» "Such a Place as this ought to be dasbuaged, and 
that on many Accounts; for it is not only of inſi- 
nite Advantage to the-Brits Nation.in refpett of 
Trade, butlikewiſe of the greateſt Importance on 
every Account; its Situation is ſo advantageous, 
that with little Pains and Expence, it might be 
made a Terror to Spain. A few Men of War, 
and light Sloops, would be able to ſcour theſe Coaſts, 
and keep both French add Spaniards i in Awe. A 


wiſe Britiſs Adminiftration will make Uſe of theſe 
Advantages, and encourage an Iſland which it 3s 


ſo much their Intereſt to improve. 
' For this Iſland, of all others, deſerves the Notice 
of Great Britrin. . Barbadoes is on the Decline ; 
we have daily vaſt Numbers of People from that 
Colony, who flock here to better their Fortunes; 
the fame may be ſaid of the Northern Colonies. 
Indeed Famaice is a conſtent Mine, hence Brj- 
tain draws p us Riches : The five hundred 
Sail of Ships, which, as I have ſhew'd, it yearly 
loads, thay be co puted (at 150 Tons each) to 
amount to 3 ci Vans which cannot be manag- 
ed by leſs an 6050 Seamen, nor the Families 
which fubſiſt in Zryo/z»4, by buildidg and fitting out 
ſo many Sbips, 5 leſs than 12 or 14, 00 
Souls. The rt of the Iſland may amount to 
near 100, oo Hogfheads of Sugar, reckoning eve- 
Ty Veſſel to carry only 200, by which near 20,000 
are maintained at home, and ſome of them enrich- 
ed. The nextProduce of theſe Sugars may be about 
a Million, computing the Sugars at only 20 s. per 
Hege W ht, — a Thouſand Weight to the 
Wu other Commodities will bring 
1687705 more, all which is returned in Manu- 
factures and from Great Fitain i for ex- 
Muchra \ — and Rum- , they eat, 


ono kee — of Gre rat Brie; 
may v . 


49,000 
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Letter 16. of FAMAICA."*. agy © 
10, ooo more Mouths are fed, beſides the Num- 

bers that ſubſiſt by retailing theſe Commodities, 
which may be 10, ooo in all. In ſhort by a very 


modeſt tion, the Jamaica Trade ſubſiſts up · 
wards of 100,000 P and on this Iſland there 
may be about 40,000 Whites (of which 17, ooo are 


able to carry Arms); therefore, by this means, Ja- 
maica maintains 140, ooo People, all Britains; fo 

ou may eaſily gueſs, of what Importance this 
Place is to Great Britain, and how much it adds 
to the Riches of the Briti Nation, without draw- 
ing one Half-penny from it. Beſides this, tis plac- 
ed in the very Centre of the Spanih Acquiſitions in 
America: No Veſſel can go to, or come from the 
Continent, but muſt arily ſail within Sight of 
Jamalca, or fall into the Hands of our Cruiſers, of 
Which, if we had enough, with brave and faithful 
Commanders, we ſhould not fear a War; and the 
Benefit they would bring by the Prizes, would ſoon 
anſwer the Iuconveniences of à preſent Expence. 
Every Fleet that comes from Carthagena, puts into 
Hijpaxiola ; from whence they cannot ſail to the 
Hawvanah in Cuba, without paſſing by one end or 
the other of Jamaica. The Havanab is the Place 
of general Rendezvous for the F/ata, and the Im- 
portance of their Junction there, for their Securi- 
ty is eaſy to be imagined : which we could ſoon 
kinder, by being Maſters of the Seas about Jamaica. 

Beſides all theſe: Advantages, let me name ano- 
ther, which Britain reaps by this Iſland ; and that 
is, yearly there are expo from it to Great Bri- 
tain, by a very modeſt Account, 300,000 Pieces of 
Eight, which, of how great Service to the Nation, 
you may eaſily judge. It is a conſtant Fair for all 
Sorts of Exgiih Goods; for which, either ready: 
Caſh is given, or Goods taken in Exchange, at 
the Diſcretion of the Seller. 
. The Merchants here generally. thrive exceed - 
ingly, and I ſcarce ever knew an Inſtance of one's 
being a Bankrupt: Many Perſons have made 2 — 
| 8 tes 
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; and ranked among 
the richeſt Traders in the Iſland. 


| — ö 
— orld. It is an 
Obſervation, that this warm Climate is the Nous 


wc. 8 the Deſtroyer of [Youth ; 
| without. doubt, Care muſt be taken till once a 
— The beſt Method is, to eat 


1 that is mflamatory : & Tea is 
reckoned admirably becauſe it * the 
Blood, and is cooling of its own Nature. One ſhould 
be careful not to expoſe himſelf to the ſultry Heat of 
the Sun in the Day time, nor to the piercing Dews = 
of the Night. Frequent of Blood is much 
eommended, and gentle Doſes of Phyſick. A New 
comer is apt to break out in ulcerous Biles z theſe 
are excellent Symptoms, — the Phyſi —ͤ— 
rally deep chem le long o — | 
Twelve-month in thelfland, or may venture to take 
a plentiful Glaſs, tho? it had better be avoided, be- 
eauſe ſpirituous Liquors heat the Blood, and occa· 
ſion Fevers. 
Thus I have finiſhed what at firſt I propoſed, 
| with that exactneſs and Fidelity, Which is incum- 
bane on every one who writes forthe Uſe of others. 
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